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US CHRISTIAN CONSERVATIVES 
URGE CONGRESS TO BOYCOTT 
ARAFAT AT PRAYER BREAKFAST 


from MUNIR NASSER 

Chief Correspondent 
fti Htosfi/irgfon 

L eaders of major Evangelical Christian groups 
in the United States are planning to boycott 
the February 4 National Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington alter learning that the Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will be among the 3,500 
invited guests. 

According to several sources who spoke to The 
Arab Daiiy, the Chrisri.ui conservatives are urging 
members of Congress not to attend and are 
demanding that organizers of the event rescind 
an invitation to the Palestinian leader whom they 
describe as an "unrepentant terrorist." 

Republican Congressman Steve Largent. chair- 
man of tlie event for this year, says he did not per- 
sonally invite Arafat but will not rescind the invi- 
tation. 

Tiic White House has also become embroiled 
in tlie ordeal after President CJintuii planned an 
informal meeting with Ararat while lie was in 
town. Largonl, under pressure from Ins fellow 
coalition groups, asked rhe president, who tradi- 
tionally speaks at rhe prayer breakfasr. not to 
meet with Arafat during the event. 

A spokesman lor the White House said 
I resident Clinton would have a "conversation" 
with Arafat during the breakfast, where lie would 
stress that Arafat lulfill his obligation to cooper- 
ate with Israel and work against violence. 

But Nassau Abdul Rahman, head of The PLO 
Mission in Washington, confirmed yesterday that 
President Clinton will meet with President Arafat 
and added that he is scheduled to meet with the 
Secretary of State on Wednesday and then attend 
a special lunch at tlie Congress. 

Abdul Rahman said tlie Christian group boy- 
coriing the meeting will not impact Arafat’s visit. 

I his is the work of the extreme right wing 
Jewish and Christian groups which form the basic 
block opposed rn the peace prucess. They are 
behind this calf for boycotting tlie meeting with 
Arafat, in my view this is an insignificant and mar- 
ginal group that belongs to the past. They arc 
opposed to the peace process and to the legit- 
imization of anything related to Palestinians," he 
added. 

Falhi Fouta, Deputy Head of the PLO Mission in 
Washington said that Arafat will meet with 
Clinton and Vice Presitienr Al Gore at the hotel 
before the breakfasr. Referring ro the hirer made 
by Christian groups. Fouta said: “These groups 
are out of line. They are supposed to be on the 
side of peace. Piesideut Arafat is committed to 
i he peace process. These are right groups leading 
the Republican majority in Congress. They 
finance tlie election campaigns or Southern 
Republicans limning for Congress." 

Fouta added these groups haw strong rela- 
tions with the Israeli lobby in ihe IJ.S. and they 
visit Israel tin a regular basis. "They agree in the 
end with rhe far right wing J.ikrid in Israel. They 
collect large sums of money from naive and igim- ' 
ram church members to support Israel. They 
tMiisialc their power to politi 


™ Leaders of the Arab-American organizations 

I were critical of the way the Arafat invitatiun to 

' t,,e National Prayer Breakfast was handled. Khalil 

s Jalisltan. Executive Director of tlie National 
:r Association in Washington, told the Arab Daiiy 

II that The National Prayer Breakfast "was a risky 
ii decision totally unnecessary and with absolutely 
3 no gain nor value for his appearance in it." 

He said Palestinian organizations have always 
, put themselves in a bind as happened once when 
, Ararat was disinvited to the Holocaust Museum 
, last year. “They did not even care to check these 
I groups our before they accepted the invitation. 
t These isolated decisions are taken un the spare of 
the moment without thinking or preparation. By 
doing this, they did not only put Yasser Arafat in 
. a tight spot, but they pur rhe entire Palestinian 
issue in a bind. When a spokesman for these 
Christian groups says they will not attend a meet- 
ing with Arafat, they do not only insult Arafat, but 
they insult the Palestinian people as well as 
Palestinian Americans and all Americans support- 
ing the Palestinian cause.”. 

Jahslinn was critical of the representatives of 
tlie 1*1.0 in the United Srates for not consulting 
witli other groups that know about these 
extreme right wingers in American politics. He 
questioned the benefit of having President Arafat 
appear in front of a group widely known for its 
animosity to the Palestinian people. 

I think this was a wrong decision and there are 
other means and other groups, which can receive 
Arafat, and get more support for Palestinian 
rights and influence Congress. I wish there had 
been more consulting before they committed to 
attend such a meeting to avoid exposing the 
Palestinian President to such insults." 

Evangelical Christians have traditionally been 
strong supporters of Israel. 

They believe that God promised Israel territory 
thar Palestinians want to make a part of a future 
state. Restoring Israel's biblical boundaries, tliey 
believe, is one necessary condition for tlie return 
of the messiah. 

No prominent Jewish groups have protested 
Arafat's presence, and several Israeli officials are 
invited, says Brad Keena, spokesman for 
Congressman Steve Largent. 

"Some of the more vocal and shrill Evangelical 
groups are boycotting the event." 

“1 call these groups shrill because they wanted 
to make it dear that they were boycotting the 
event and protesting Arafat’s presence in order to 
make as loud a noise in the press and they have 
-succeeded." 

Keena said tlie White House did not give guar- 
antees as to whether the Piesideut will meet with 
Arafat during tlie event. He believes this should 
not lie a political function. 

“ This is .i private event that is about peace and 
reconciliation and the goal of this prayer break- 
fast is to bring people of different faiths together 
and find common ground. In past occasions, 
there has been an official fruin Saudi Arabia who 1 
read verses about Jesus from (lie Holy Koran. ‘ 
That's tlie spirit in which this event fakes place, 
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he added. 

Keena said the number of people boycotting 
the meeting will be insignificant. “People who are 
invited are government leaders, elected officials, 
ambassadors, luminaries and movers and shakers 
around the world." 

Paul Cardus, spokesman for tlie breakfast 


event, told the Arab Daily that the boycott 
Christian groups will not affect the attendant 
"The purpose of the Breakfast is to pray ■> 
care for the President of the United Starts? 
world leadership to promote incerrelatiprjsH 
pence and to celebrate tlie power of the pray 
he said. ■■ 
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Deputies 
lift Abbadi's 
A immunity, 
^ partially! 

k; ' ?* See page 4 
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AGENQES — Iraq oil Wednesday 
bailed a UN Security Cuimcil deci- 
sion to exclude cmitinveisinl 
UNSCOM chief Richnid Under from 
n panel to evaluate ihe ilisnmw- 
ment of Iraq. 

"Pushing this spy aside indicates, 
one way ur the other, the end of 
this abnormal phenomenon in 
international politics." an unnamed 
spokesman from Iraq's information 
niinistry told Radio Monte Carlo. 

For us, the question concerning 
UNSCOM is one uf composition, 
"hich has nothing to do with the 
United Nations or the Security 
Council," the spokesman said. 

UNSCOM was never an interna- 
tional organization, neither by its 
anions, its conduct or rhe results 
of its work." he said. 

"It was a spy commission that 
conspired with tlie United States to 
CdtTy out rhe most dangerous 
actions against Iraq, its people and 
,ts regime," he said. 

Meanwhile, the United States on 
Wednesday played down the exclu- 
sion saying that thp panel would 
still include members of Richard 
,ii'^ rs ^ Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) and that Baghdad's wel- 
come of Butler's exclusion was 
foolish" 

Tjere is no development ... he 
^^■heisstilichainnan of 
UNSCOM and UNSCOM still 
exists," state Department 
J>okesman James Rubin told 
reporters. 

"UNSCOM will participate in the 

lle “W, adding that 
Butler, whose leadership of the 
onimlssion has been vilified by 
b °di Iraq and Russia, "has done a 
* fine job." 

v 5 


“Iraq is applauding ilwt Ik- Mi 
when lie is still there,” Rubin said. 

United Nation diplomats said 
lliosday ilmi neillier Butler nm 
In tenia timial Atomic Encigy 

Agency chief Moliamed El llnmdei 
would likely be on a technical panel 
dealing with Iraqi disarmament to 
be set up by ihe end of next week. 

They spoke of a "common 
understanding" or a “gentleman's 
agreement" among the five perma- 
nent UN Security Council members 
that Butler, whose agency is cur- 
rently tasked with eliminating Iraqi 
weapons of .mass destruction, 
would not be a panel member. 

Some said tliat Butler's deputy, 
Charles Dueifer. would be on the 
disarmament panel, which is 
cxpecred to Include about 20 
experts. 

The disarmament panel as well 
as two others on humanitarian and 
Kuwaiti-related issues, are a first 
step towards rebuilding policy on 
Iraq after US and British air strikes 
in December shattered council 
unity. 

Also on Wednesday, the UN 
dedared it will no longer allow 
Americans and Britons to work in 
its humanitarian program In Iraq 
after Baghdad foiled to give assur- 
ances for their safety. 

Baghdad early in January had 
moved to evict 13 Britons and one 
American working for die United 
Nations, spying it feared for their 
safety because of "deep popular 
anger" after the mid-December 
U.S.-British airstrikes. '• , 

At the rime the United Nations 
rejected Iraq's directive insisting 
that it alorie could decide on the 
composition of its staff Byt on 


Wedik-’iriav, UN s|juL”»n].ii] Fred 
Ii Ml. in I said l buk-iM-civUifi • 
CiHMal I lei ion 1 h-v.hi. in ih.iuie "!' 
security, had decided all British and 
American siall should leave. 

In practice, the order alia is mu 
Americans in Baghdad. UN nllidil-. 
said ihe oilier 14 invnhvd were 
already nm of ihe country. Bmji Jin 
Mills, die spokesman for Sevan, 
would not say whether ihe United 
Nations had asked the 14 to leave 
earlier or they did not get iheir 
lisas renewed. 

Iraq had made an exceprion for 
three staff woiking in senior posts 
in Baghdad, one of whom was out 
of the country this week. Eckhard 
said the two Americans remaining 
in the Iraqi capital would have to 
leave because Sevan did not think 
any employees should be singled 
out. 

They are the secretary ro 
Prakash Shah, Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan's special envoy in Iraq 
and the deputy director of the 
Worid Rood Program. 

Reactions in Washington and 
London were low-key. A British 
Foreign . office spokesman .said, 
"We regret that the United Nations 
has been forced to take this deci- 
sion. We understand they had 
done this in the interests of pre- 
serving the safety of those 
Involved." . , 

Rubin said tlie -problem had 
been evolving over time and Is "not 
some new problem that lias gener- 
ated anew decision by Iraq" 

In an initial letter on the contro- 
versy .to Iraq o'n Jan. 5, tJN legal 
counsel Hans Corel! said It was 
Baghdad's responsibility, under its 
agreements wi(h Hie United 
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IRAQ'S HASAN PRESENTS 
CREDENTIALS TO ANNAN 

^ . WRONS W iraq’s new UN envoy . .. rcju'oria! oigaoization affoirs. Ha jpiitedldft? fi?felgn 
assadOr Saeecl Hasan, o resented Ids credeiWrak - nuni«trv in icdr7.nftM- arri-fntr in iL 


0lb^dor 6pee«l fch. presented ids crederttfals / nunhstiy in I9B7 after serving in ^the «fucarori n*V 
j^ftesefoy t^-SeaeiiyGener?! Aniian? . •: 7,. isby. 1 ,- \.;f •..•!. - ■ \ 

Hamaqon. . Ha»n hqj* a degree' in ; 

mm W Midftd to take u^a.new post;.;/ Oidversity df Baglidad 


Narions, lo protect all UN staff. 420 himaiiirariaii stnli ninniiig Uie gooiis for ordinary Iraqis livilig 

Eddiand said no reply had been "oil-for-food" program in Iraq, under S-vvar-old UN sanctions, 

received, tlwreby prompting induding ihrec- northern Kurdish Of the ! 4 people on Iraq’s origi- 

Sevan’s decision. provinces not directly under nai lisr. all but two work in tlie 


Sevan's decision. provinces not directly under 

'It was dear tiwt the (irdqij'gov- Baghdad's control, 
eminent was not going to reverse 'Ihe program permits Iraq to sell 
its decision," he added. up to S5.652 billion worth of oil 

The United Nations has some every six months to buy lasic 


Kurdish-dominated north, when?" 
the United Natrons had complete 


up to SS.6S2 billion worth of oil control of the oil-for-fnod program. 
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JORDAN SETT© 
REOPEN EMBASSY 
IN KUWAIT 
DURING VISIT 
BY FM 

KUWAIT CITY,(AFP) — Jordan's Embassy in Kuwait City is 
set to reopen, eight years after it dosed in the wake of 
the Gulf War, and a ban on Jordanian workers will be 
eased, a Kuwaiti official announced. Sulaiman Majed al- 
| Shahin, number two at Kuwait's Foreign Ministry, told 
j reporters late Tuesday that the embassy would be 
•! ^opened during a .visit by Jordanian Foreign Minister 
j Abdel llah ai-Khatib starting on Saturday, 
j "No conditions have been set for the normalisation of 
j relations between the two Arab states," the official said, 

- adding there would be a natural easing of a ban on 
• Jordanian labour. 

I This will “open the door for other forms of relations." 

| he said, quoted by the daily Arab Times. 

"We can't reopen the embassy and prevent people from 
visiting. The issue of manpower will be controlled by 
marker needs. There will be no preferential treatment, I 
i but they (Jordanians) will be treated as other Arabs " he ’ 
| said. 

J I 

| Jordan's last ambassador to Kuwait, Nabil Talhouni, is ' 
] already in Kuwait City to inspect the embassy premises I 
i and relocate offices. j 

The decision to reopen the embassy was reached dur- J 
; mg a meeting of Crown Prince Abdallah Ibn Ai-Hussein | 
and Kuwait’s Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammed Al- 1 
Khalid Al-Sabah in Amman last week. Jordanian relations ' 
deteriorated sharply following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait ■ 

; ill August 1990. when Jordan was accused of supporting 
its neighbour and top trade partner, Iraq. 

: . ^ Embassy was closed after the liberation of Kuwait I 
- in the 1991 Gulf War, and hundreds of thousands of ! 
Jordanian and Palestinian workers were expelled to '* 
l Jordan. But ties began to Improve a year ago. ! 


i PRINCE ABDULLAH 

: Receives more 

CABLES 

Crown Prince Abdullah, the Regent, yesterday received 
congratulatory cable from the. Russian Prime Minister 
j Yevgueni Primakov, in which he congratulated the Crown 
Prince of his new post as the heir to the Throne. 

Primakov, expressed his deepest wishes and stressed 
| that the Russian Jordanian friendly relations constructed 
j by King Hussein, will be strengthen and reinforced in 
! future for the benefit of the peoples of both countries 
! Meanwhile, Prince Abdullah, the Regent, yesterday 
| received a congratulatory cable from the Russian Prime 
! ^ In,ster Vevguenl Primakov, in which he congratulated 
| the Crown Prince of his new post as the heir to the 
i rhrohe. ■ 

^ Primakov, expressed his deepest wishes and stressed 1 
that the Russian Jordanian friendly relations constructed ! 
by King Hussein, will be strengthen and reinforced in ! 
future for tiie benefit of the peoples of both countries.— I 
Petra I 
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The International Water Ski Federation held Olympic Games, 
its annua! congress in Aqaba last Saturday. As usual, HRH Prince Ra'ad Bin Zeid was 
Forty four members worldwide, along with championing this cause 

S* SSSfEt* , di fi ab !f d Partid ‘ 0ur Chief Photographer Osama Abu Ghanim 

pated at the gathenng trying to find means to took the following pictures off thewaters of 
obtain recognition within the International the Red Sea . 






MAURITANIA 
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Crown Prince Abdullah 
received yesrerday the Maurit.mi 
Prime Minister Shcikul Afia 
Muliammed El-Khounn. who 
arrived to Amman for a two day 
visit. El-Khouna conveyed a ver- 
bal message from President 
Monaoya Sidi Tayee of 
Mauritania to Prince Abdullah 
expressing congratulations upon 
his designation as crown prince. 

The Crown Prince and El- 
Kouna discussed ways to 
enhance the bilateral coopera- 
tion within the framework of fra- 
ternal relations between the two 
countries. 

During the meeting attended 
by Prime Minister Fnycz 
Tarawneh, El-Khounn expiessed 
his wishes tor a speed recovery 
and good health to King 
Hussein. — Petra 
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Crown Prince, Mauritania's PM left and Fayes Tarawneh 
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Crown Prince Abdullah receiving French Ambassador Bernard Ernie 
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... ENVOYS TO AMMAN 


When enemies in abundance, 
excuses come easy! 

Parliament's partial hfiiug ot Ahmad Oweiili Abnddi's inimu- 
nity yesterday was not accompanied by .1 tellow leeling witli 
the tom rovers ia I deputy, even tin nigh such decision is not 
popular amongst lawmakers who may won y dial the day 
could come when it is their turn! 

This i nay as well lie the i east hi behind a partial veiius total 
removal ot the deputy's protection Iloiu the law. 

bur he it from us in judge Ahudrii leganting ihe charges of 
rape brought against him: this is a mat tel fm the emu is to 
decide uii. Put the i.hnmbers nl just it e are mil going m get tlu- 
chance to do so Im as long ,is the man remains a ilepntv enjoy- 
ing what is loll of his iinmiiiiitv. 

Ihe piiiseuiloi. nl LiUllse, will gel In investigate tile ease 
including the oppmiuuiiy in imeiing.ile him. but nothing ni.iv 
be done ahmii it. even ilTmind guilt v. 

Ab, nidi, known fn address Ins uilleagiies. ihe guveiiiim-iii 
and the puldii. like a t>m>h umle. has established luinsdl .is 
the equivalent nl Frame's l.epm, (bin. mding a 'pure 
joidaiii/auon’ nl the Kingdom, and bv that, man ring ihe 
wi.illi ■■! tiie regime and ihe mujmily n| l<ud. mi. ms. 

In Ins ipiesl to play die n»le nt a liene opposition p.uli.i- 
ineiii, iii.iit, lie ne\ei seized to uiiiii/e the LKVvinmeni mi 
everything si ail mg limn the blidgel to ivli.iiovi-l goveilinielil 
|*i ilic v mid. 'i debate. 

I heie is in* i|it<‘siion ili.n the man has i-iit'inii-s this is win 
it is easv lot Ins siippmiets in spie.ld hit vvivl*>li that the 
whole i lung is u<> nnue than a nap designed tn get liiin nil mu 
b.K ks. 

i >m piobb.'iii with iliai veiMiin i-. dial hvmn lulls lilting In. 
mi muni tv. tlu- claimed nap amid n> >t bring ilk- letoid (u Us 
linal nail.! 


Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Al Hussein 
received a number of ambassadors at the 
Raghdan Palace, yesterday. HRH received the 
U.S. Ambassador William Bums, who delivered 
a congratulatory letrer Tram U.S. Vice President 
Al Gore. He also received the German 
Ambassador, Peter Mindct who also delivered a 


letter from the German President. The 
Ambassador of the Swiss Federal Uniun. 
Bernard Emil, and the Ambassador of the 
French Republic. Federico Pedotti, and the 
Ambassador of the Belgium Kingdom. Philippe 
Kumps in Amman paid a visit to die Raghdan 
Pabce to congratulate HRH Prince abdullah Bin 


Al Hussein fur his designation as Qmvn Prime. 

Meanwhile, The Regent received the Iranian 
Ambassador Mohammed Ali Sabluni. nr die 
Hashemite Royal Couit. Sabluni delivered a let- 
ter from the Iranian President Saiid Muhammad 
khalimi touching upon (lie bilateral relations 
and mutual interests.— Petra 
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WATCH 


The Ministry or Administrative Development held the work- 
shop of the Art of Administrating Borders and Harbors. The 
workshop's objectives were aimed at developing the basic skills 
of administration and boosting the intellectual skills of the par- 
ticipants in order ro function more effectively. Focus was direct- 
ed towards human skills, being of the most important basic skills 
in administration. Discussions touched upon die relationship 
between workers and administration.— Petra 


The Royal Society for the Protection of Nature and the Middle 
East Bureau of the International Council for Bird’s Protection, 
along with United Nation Development Program signed agree- 
ments lately, by which the Program grants US 42,000 Dollars to 
the Middle East. 

Tliis amount is allocated for the modernisation of the data 
base concern ing J orda n's birds and their habitats. 

The agreement included, setting strategies for protecting and 
developing the important habitats of Jordan's birds during the 
projecr’s implementation period. — Petra 


The Secretary General of the Ministry of Interior. Hasliem 
Sabbagh received in his office. British drier of Glousrershire 
District Police. Anthony Butter, and the Child Protection coordi- 
nator Paul Burnell. Public Relations Manager and Family 
Protection Deputy Manager at the Minisrry Basil Al Adwan was 
also present. 


Ministry of Justice Secretary General Eid Louzi met at his 
office, yesterday, the British Gloste idler Police Director Tony 
Butler and his accompanying delegation, where diey discussed 
cooperation between .Ionian and England, besides children 
rights and Family protection.— Petra 


Lee Kong woo. the South Korean Ambassador to Amman 
asserted the importance of Jordan's regional role, expressing his 
country s deep appreciation forjordan's economic policy, and his 
country s readiness to deliver Korean technology to Jordan to 
assist in establishing new productivity industries because the 
investment climate in Jordan is excellent. 

Woo gave this statement in a lecture delivered to the 
Jordanian Korean Friendship Association in its monthly meeting 
headed by Geoige Khoury, the Association’s Chairman. He also 
commended the government’s decision to open a Jordanian 
embassy in Seoul because this will strengthen bilateral relations 
and uphold the economic cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. — Petra 


The Regional Aviation Center of the Arab Courier Union 
worked out a comprehensive training scheme for the coniine 

year consisting of 42 courses. ' 

Musa Anz, Center Manger said, “these courses will be held in 
Amman. Beirut and Dubai, and will include: crew first aid, how to 
combat forgery and European air policies.” 

He pointed out that 700 trainees from different Arab and 
International Aviation Companies will benefit Tram those cours- 
es that last for 2-3 weeks. “The Center held more than 30 train- 
mg courses in administration, accounting, client service, man- 
agement as well as negotiation skills and aircraft leasing." He 

60 mn S L A H Z ? nCtudtid 2“ the Arab CourIcr Union saved US S 
60,000 for the training scholarship program, and held 10 domes- 
tic courses for Royal Jordanian, Suadi and Sudan Airlines.— Petra 


INTERIOR MINISTRY: NO PLANS 
TO AMEND CITIZENSHIP LAW 


ARAB NEWS 5 


Hisharn Sabagh,- Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Interior said Tuesday that “there 
is an increasing demand by non-Jordanians 
to apply for obtaining Jordanian citizenship 
attributing this to the good reputation that 
the Jordanian passport enjoys all over the 
world, and to the security and stability 
which prevails in Jordan." However, there 
will be no amendment soon to the law ban- 
ning foreigner men married to the 
Jordanian citizens from becoming 
Jordanians themselves.” According to 
Sabagh, said that “this is due to demo- 
graphic reasons." 

Demographic changes in the country, in 
addition ro fear of scarcity of water 


by Nadia J adal lah 

resources, due to shortage of rain fall adds 
worry that the settling of non-Jordanians 
will put an added burden on the already 
limited water resources in the country. 

But. Salim Hawila. a Lebanese man mar- 
ried ro a Jordanian, is very frustrated. 

“All my hopes and efforts for obtaining a 
Jordanian citizenship are gone witli the 
wind. ! lived in Jordan for more than 20 
consecutive years but 1 still cannot get a 
passport. 

“In 1995. I presented all the documents 
required by the Ministry of Interior, and 
although I am a government employee 


working at Jordan Television and servirw 
this country. I still did not obtain a citizen 
ship." 

Omr.ui Khainash. Head of the Dept, 
Citizenship and Foreigners Affairs at rhe 
Interior Ministry said Tuesday that thf 
Jordanian law of citizenship only attorns 
non-Jordanians to get citizenship ir thej 
stay for three consecutive years and make 
an investment in the country. 

Hawila commented that "this method |j 
not practical because any person who wish 
es to make an investment iii the counoy 
should feel permanently settled before 
investing, not the other way round. 


PARLIAMENT VOTE: INTERROGATE 
ABBADI BUT NO TRIAL OR JAIL 


A fter more than two 
months of discussing 
Ahmed Oweidi Abbadi's 
at rhe Lower House, voted yes- 
terday to a partial lifting of his 
immunity. 

42 our of 62 deputies send- 
ing the case lo the prosecutor 
genera! under the condition the 
controversial deputy is nut trial 
nor detained. 

“this whole thing is a silly 
issue, and there is no need Tor 
all of what happened. Tliis is a 
trap. I will find out who is 
behind it," Abbadi said yester- 
day in Parliament, claiming tliat 
he is innocent of the trap 
charges brought against him 
recently. 

The lilting of the deputy's 
immunity is the first of its kind 
since the resumption of parlia- 
mentary tray life in 1989 follow- 
ing political reforms introduced 
thar year and the lilting of mar- 
tial law. 

The 80-member house had 
previously turned down two 
other resolutions demanding 
lifting of lawmakers. 

Wednesday's parliamentary 
vote allows the state's criminal 
prosecutor to interrogate 



Ahmod Oweidi Abbadi 



by Naser Shadfd 

Abbadi. But his partial inimunin 
still safeguards him from trial, 
detention oi imprisonment. 

According to Jordanian news- 
papers. Abbadi will be interro- 
gated lor alleged sexual haras? 
meiil of two sisters aged 14 and 
20. Hie dailies said Aluddi w» 
charged with raping the minor 
and destroying the marriage of 
the other. 

However, Abbadi, a contro- 
versial ultra-nationalist, has 
denied the charges, and main 
tains 1 1 uit it is a plot ro destroy 
his reputation. 

No oilier information couM 
be published in line with a bin 
imposed the Information 
Ministry’s censorship office. 

Yesterday, Deputy Malunotid 
Khnrabshc said that Parliament 
violated the constitution by tak- 
ing the decision to the Hightf 
Council lor Interpretation of thf 
Constitution, when it needed! 
vote of absolute majority. 

Lower House Speaker, AbrW 
Uadi Majnli recognised tliede® ■ 
sion Wednesday, confirm^ 
Kiiarabshe's charges and puftN 
immunity resolution to a vote- 
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U.S. LANES BROADEN ASSAULT BY 
FIRING ON IRAQI ANTI-SHIP MISSILES 


WASHINGTON (AP) —-Adding a new dimension 
to the U.S.-lraq military confrontation, 
American warplanes attacked Iraqi anti-ship 
missile launchers newly deployed along the 
Gulf. 

Pentagon officials said Tuesday that the Iraqi 
weapons had been moved to the area as a 
threat to ships in Kuwaiti coastal waters. 

This was the first time during a recent esca- 
lation of tensions with Iraq that U.S. planes tar- 
geted Iraqi weapons designed to strike ships. 
The other, almost daily, U.S. attacks have been 
against anti-aircraft missile launchers and 
radars used to threaten U.S. and British planes 


patrolling Iraq's skies. 

A senior U.S. defense official said Iraq in 
recent days moved a substantial number of sur- 
face-to-air missile launchers out of die northern 
and southern “no-fly" zones to central Iraq. 
Tile move appeared to signal a new found 
desire by Iraq to preserve its dwindling air 
defense forces, said the official, who discussed 
the matter on condition he not be further iden- 
tified. 

Tuesday's U.S. strikes in southern Iraq were 
among a half-dozen incidents that U.S. officials 
said showed President Saddam Hussein remains 
determined to provoke the United Stales. 


Saddam has been challenging U.S. and British 
enforcement of no-f!y zunes over southern and 
northern Iraq, and Pentagon officials said they 
viewed the activation of ami-ship missiles as 
another form of Iraqi provocation. 

In northern Iraq, U.S. Air Force and Marine 
Corps aircraft fired oti Iraqi anti-aircraft 
artillery emplacements and an air 
defense radar. The U.S. European Command, 
responsible for U.S. forces flying over northern 
Iraq, said the U.S. pilots responded in sclf- 
delense after encountering anti-aircraft artillery 
Fire. There were live separate incidents in that 
area in the space of about one hour, the 


European Command reported. The U.S. planes 
returned safely to their base at Incirlik, Tlirfccy. 

No details were available on damage to the 
Iraqi air defense sites. 

The incident in the smith marked a depar- 
ture from the pattern of almost daily U.S. air 
attacks on Iraqi air defense forces _ mainly sur- 
face-to-air missile batteries, radars and commit- 
ideations links. This time, two Navy I'/A-I8s and 
two P- 14s flying from the USS Carl Vinson in the 
Gulf dropped precision-guided bombs on a bat- 
tery of shore-to-ship missile launchers and ail 
associated radar, officials said. 


IRAQI OFFICIAL IN CAIRO 
FOR TALKS WITH ARAB 
LEAGUE CHIEF 


CAIRO, (AFP) — A senior Iraqi government 
official arrived here Wednesday for talks 
with Arab League secretary general Esinat 
Abdel Meguid on ways of improving ties 
between Iraq and the pan-Arab organisa- 
tion. 

Nabil Najin, an undersecretary of state 
at the Iraqi foreign mtnistiy, is carrying a 
response from the Iraqi leadership to n mes- 
sage Abdel Meguid sent Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein, a League spokesman said. 

In his January 26 message to Saddam, 
the Arab League chief urged Baghdad to 
support Arab efforts to help lift UN sanc- 
tions on Iraq in line with derisions taken by 
an Arab League ministerial meetingjanuary 
24. 

Iraq's delegation led by Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said at-Salihaf stormed out of 


the meeting when it failed to back Iraqi calls 
for an immediate lifting of the sanctions 
and to condemn US and British air raids. 

The Arab ministers voiced “deep con- 
cern and preoccupation over the use of mil- 
itary force against Iraq" and pledged to 
work for a lifting of the crippling eight-year- 
old sanctions which the United Nations 
imposed on Iraq. 

They nlsu set up a committee of several 
Arab countries to follow up on efforts tu lift 
the sanctions imposed for Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Abdel Meguid will meet Najm today to 
discuss how Iraq can provide support lor 
rhe follow up committee and “ways of deal- 
ing with the consequences of the Iraqi for- 
eign minister's walkout." the spokesman 
said. 


IRAQ : US STEPS UP 
AIR STRIKES TO 
COVER UP FAILURE 
OF GULF TOUR 

BAGHDAD. Feb 3 (AFP) — • I lie United States 
has stepped up air strikes mi Iraq lit*c,m>e of 
the failure of its ell oris In muster Gull support 
lor a campaign to mist President Saddam 
Hussein, an Iraqi official said Wednesday. 

Salali al-Muklilar, a newly-appointed ambas- 
sador, said the escalation was “the direct 
result of the failure nf the United States to 
intensify their plots against Iraq." 

Visits tu Gulf states by l!S Assistant 
Secretary of State Martin Indyk and his boss. 
Madeleine Alhriglu, over the past week have 
"failed to secure backing for the US plans" to 
overthrow Saddam, lie told All 1 . 

“That's why they have resorted to an esca- 
lation," he charged. 


RED CROSS TRIPARTITE COMMISSION'S 
FUTURE IN QUESTION 


A meeting of the Tripartite Commission set by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for 3 February J999 did not 
take place as planned, following Iraq’s announcement rhat it wilt 
not take part. The ICRC is holding consultations with France, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom and the 
United States on the Commission's future and will j 
shortly hold consultations with the Iraqi authorities. | 
the International Committee of the Red Cross tAvw 
announced, Wednesday. ssssssss 

The Tripartite Commission was set up in an effort to settle mat- 
ters of humanitarian concern still unresolved following the Gulf 
Wfer, in particular to ascertain the whereabouts and fate of persons 
unaccounted for following the hostilities. The Commission, which 
is composed, of senior representatives of Iraq and the other mem- 


;rnational bers, has until recently met in Geneva about once every three 
9 did not months and been chaired by the ICRC. which acts as a neutral inter- 
iflt it wilt mediary between the parties. 

Ii France, A technical sub-committee was created in 1994 to enable the 
^ Commission's members to work on a more practical 

1 case-by-case basis. Until 2 December 1998. the sub- 
Cyp 1 jCn/C (Committee met monthly in the demilitarized zone on 
WAvUvvl * **» | the Iraq-Kuwait border. The meeting scheduled for 4 
aaaagac s asaa g g aia su January 1999 Tailed to take place, however, after the 
rttle mat- Iraqi authorities informed the ICRC that they would not participate, 
the Gulf The ICRC said it will spare no effort in carrying out its mandate 
f persons to gather information on persons unaccounted for, and thus to 
in, which relieve the anguish of families who do not know what has hap- 
ler mem- pened to their loved ones. 


US BLASTS IRAQ OVER BOYCOTT OF 
TRIPARTITE COMMISSION ON GULF WAR 


£iu 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States on 
Wednesday blasted Iraq for boycotting a meet- 
ing of the commission dealing with hundreds 
of people still missing after Baghdad's invasion 
of Kuwait. 

We deplore. In very strong terms, Iraq’s 
cruel manipulation for political purposes oF 
ibis humanitarian issue," State Department 
spokesman James Rubin told reporters. 

Noting that a meeting scheduler] for 


Wednesday In Geneva had been unable to pro- 
ceed due to the absence of Iraqi delegates. 
Rubin said the boycott was “yet another Iraqi 
violation of UN Security Council resolutions in 
open defiance of die will of the International 
community." 

Iraq.boycotted the meeting . the 24th of the 
Tripartite Commission on. Gulf War Missing 
Persons , as part of It's refusal to cooperate 
with the international community following US 


and British air strikes against it in December. 

Rubin said it was inexcusable for Iraq to use 
die meeting to make a political point. 

“Let’s bear in mind thnt the Tripartite 
Commission's search for Gulf Wir missing per- 
sons is a humanitarian process aimed at casing 
die suffering of families who yearn to know die 
Tate of their loved ones." lie said, e urge Iraq lo 
resume participation ns soon as possible." 


AMERICAN PILOTS 
SCARED, SAYS IRAQI 
COMMANDER 

BAGHDAD (Al>) — American pilnts patrolling tin- "no lly" zuiu-s are 
scaled n! a riireil an ilinuiat inn with Iraqi di'lcnres. the couimau- 
tier nf Iraq’s air delcnscs says. 

" Mu? United Suiw might haw a supciior air lorn*, bm ibe 
Ahum ii.m print is scared and lu* chickens nut mite lie is inside Iraqi 
airspace,” Gen. Shah in Tikriti mUI Al Thawra. the ruling Baalii 
Party newspaper, in ail interview published Weil m si lay. 

"He always tries to avoid cciiilrniituiioit with ail defenses by 
dropping his load far finut the target and escaping." lie .said. 

U.S. warplanes patrolling the /.oiie.s in northern and snuilterii 
Iraq have fired on Iraqi air defense sites, although it is unclear the 
extent n! damage they have in Hit led. N<» planes li.ixe been hit. 

Al Tikriti reiterated Iraq's rejection «»l the v.uiies, which Iraq says 
violate its sovereignty and have ihi iiiterii.uion.il standing. 

"These lines do not exit. ... They are a mirage," sjid the genei- 
di. a native of President Saddam Hussein's hometown ofTikril. 

Last Monday. President Hussein uMetcd a reward nf S 14,000 |nr 
any Iraqi who shunts clown an American plane. 

Sudanese President: 

WAR COSTS 
HALF OF STATE 
BUDGET 


KHARTOUM. Sudan (AP) — 
Sudan’s war with southern 
rebels costs the government 
hair its budget every year and 
has caused widespread misery 
in the country, Sudanese 
President Omar ej-Bashir says. 

The government is not able 
to provide the minimum limits 
for survival for the Sudanese 
because of the spending on the 
war." he was quoted as saying 
by Al-Ral Al-Am newspaper on 
Wednesday. 

This costs hair nf the overall 
state budget,*' he said, 

Tliis puts even ministers and 
government officials below the 
poverty line.” , . 

El-Bash ir did not provide any 
details but reports In the past 
suggested the government, 
spends dclloors I million dirs. a 


day on the war. 

More than 1 .5 million peo- 
ple have died in the 15-year 
civil year, many of them in 
famines caused by the fighting. 
Sudan's Christian and animist 
rebels have been fighting the 
Arab and Islamic government in 
the north for autonomy. 

El- Bashir, who was speaking 
at a sugar factory south of the 
capital Khartoum, also rejected 
foreign attempts to end the 
war. 

We reject any foreign solu- 
tion because they want to 
serve tlieir own interests and 
not Sudan's." lie said, appar- 
ently referring fo Egyptian and 
Libyan attempts to mediate 
between the government and 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army. 
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Syrians In Moscow 
Itt discuss arms snl«»c 


MOSCOW, (Reuters} — A Syrian military delegation arrived in 
Moscow on Wednesday to discuss buying new weapons and militant 
redinology. Interfax news agency quoted Russian officials as saying. 

me Syrian embassy declined to comment on the report, saying it 
Had been given an order not to speak about such matters. 

The Syrians' visit follows one made by Russian Defence Minister 
Igor Sergeyev to Damascus last October. • 

Interfax quoted military sources as saying the Syrian delegation 
was especially interested in Russian anti-aircraft missiles, the equiv- 
alent of the U.S. Patriot surface-to-air system. 

France, UAE air forces hold exercises 
ABU DHABI. (Reuters) - Tire United Arab Emirates and France 
began joint air force manoeuvres on Wednesday, die official UAE 
news agency WAM reported. 

It said the exercise coriwiamed Gulf Observer was intended to 
increase the fighting capability of both air forces and to exchange 
expertise. It did not say where the exercises were being held or how 
long they would Inst. I 

French early warning aircraft were taking part. WAM said. France 
and the UAE signed a defence cooperation agreement in December. 

SflbQPS »o visit Eqyp* 

MUSCAT, Feb 3 (AFP) — Oman’s Sultan Qaboos is to make a five-day 
private visit to Egypt parting Thursday and will meet President 
Hosm Mubarak, the official news agency ONA said. 

It said their talks would focus on Iraq and how to lift the UN 
embargo m force against Baghdad since Its 1990 invasion orKmvait 
as well as economic ties between Cairo and Muscat. 

Sultan Qaboos. in a meeting with US Assistant Secretary of State 
Martintodyk on Monday to discuss Washington's plans to overthrow 
^' President ^ddarn Hussein, voiced opposition to meddling in 
Iraq s internal affairs. 6 

Muscat is "opposed to any interference In the internal affairs of 
orfiers and ,s working to secure a lifting of the embaigoand to alle- 
vmte the sufferings ofthe Iraqi people." the Omani oiler said. 

Ku- ttflit rules out trofnipe, r n m rT - 
iar Irqqi onnoiitian 

KUWAIT cm: (AFP) — Kuwait has ruled out the use of its territory 
r military naming of Iraq's opposition as part of US efforts to over- 
throw President Saddam Hussein, the emirate's former occupier. 

Hn. ™ ,a,t T* C0 " cemed with tr » lnin * H* Iraqi opposition or set- 
ting up a radio station for the opposition, foreign ministry under- 

MajHi al ' Shahi " told re P° lter s lare Hiesday. 

helot e TT d ° Ur VieWS ‘ hat * '“ e ce l ta in channels to 
' *' P ' q Pe °P e ,hraugh ^ uman itarian aid and to allow them to 
expras their wesvs." Si, ahinsaid.quoted inArab Times. 

i , C0I,CI " UC t0 “'PPott the Iraqi opposition through legal 
channels, he said, adding that rhe issue had not been ralsJdMn talks 
on Sunday will! visiting US Assistant Secretaiy of State Martin Indyk. 



Israeli 

fl ttqsk Arafat 



Jerasaiem ldpal—Agroup oDsraeli extremists Wednesday attacked 

Dr. Ahmad -nisi, an Israeli citizen who is an advisor to Palestinian 
President Yassir Arafat. 

... ™ *?“ ° eUtsd * prosse 'Agentur (dpal that extremists from the 
iltra-r glit wing and outlawed Kach movement assaulted him in a 
J msalem court room, where lie appeared to free chafes ofassnult- 
•ng Israeli border guards. 

He said his Palestinian bodyguards defended lira and engaged the 
“ * 1 n * beft* the couit guards and pofc 

area intervened to stop the figlu. 

Tibi was facing charges of assaulting Israeli bonier guards a year 
S u at a checkpoint outside Jemsalem. He denied the diarees and a 
new court date wns set for late March. He was assaukS b 're 
extremists following tJte hearing. ^ 


EGYPTIAN FM: LIBYA HAS 
RECEIVED "MOST" GUARANTEES 
FOR LOCKERBIE TRIAL TO START 


CAIRO, (AFP) — Libya has received "most” of 
the guarantees it demanded to allow the 
start of a trial of two Libyan suspects In the 
Lockerbie bombing, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa said in an interview 
published Wednesday. 

'Libya has got most of the guarantees and 
I hope that the two suspects will soon be 
extradited" by THpoli to the Netherlands 
where the trial is set to take place. Mussa 
told- the London-based Arab newspaper Al- 
Hayat. 

"The Lockerbie case is on its way to being 
solved and the Libyan. UN. US and British 
authorities are about to reach a comprehen- 
sive agreement," Mussa said. 


In August, the United States and Britain 
agreed to holding a trial in the Nctlterlatids 
of the two Libyans suspected of master- 
minding the December 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie. Scotland 
that left 270 dead. 

Libyan leader Maamer Kadhafl accepted 
rhe compromise, but has called for the sus- 
pects, if found guilty, to be imprisoned in the 

Netherlands, not elsewhere. This has been 
rejected by London and Washington. 

Mussa's remarks to Al-Hayat came as a 
British newspaper reported on Wednesday 
that secret talks Involving a senior Saudi offi- 
cial were underway to secure the handover 
of the Libyan suspects. 


The Guardian said that the Saudi ambas- 
sndor to Washington, Prince Bandar fix, 
Sultan, had travelled to Tripoli last month to 
try and secure a deal over rhe affair. 

The Guardian cited US officials as saying 
that this latest bid represents the Ansi 
chance for a deal before Washington seeks 
to tighten UN sanctions imposed against 
Libya since 1992 in connection with the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

On November 3. the UN Security Counril 
extended the sanctions hy four months. 

Mussa meanwhile stressed that “rime has 
come to put an end to this affair so that 
Libya can once again play its role in the 
Mediterranean basin." 


ARAFAT AIDE WARNS THAT 
HAMAS SHOOTING SETS 
DANGEROUS PRECEDENT 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) - The Islamic mili- 
tant group Hamas has given its fugitive gunmen 
permission to attack Palestinian police officers 
and is setting a “dangerous precedent," a senior 
aide to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat said 
Wednesday. 

The statement by Thyeb Abdel Rahim was a 
I sign of growing tensions between Arafat’s 
1 , srilliaM Authority and Hamas following a 
shootout earlier this week in which Capt. Rifat 
Judeh of the Preventive Security Service was 
killed by fugitive gunmen. 

Hamas denied it has given a green light to 
attacks on Palestinian police officers. Ismail 
Hameh. a senior leader of the group, said the 
group wanted to avoid civil war at all costs. 

The Judeh family, meanwhile, demanded that 
the captain’s killers be executed. Arafat had a 
member of his own security forces put before a 
firing squad last summer for killing a fellow offi- 
cer in a personal dispute. However, it appeared 
unlikely he would authorize an execution in this 
case for fear it might trigger more violence. 

Palestinian police say the incident began 
Monday when Judeh and his men were tracking 


three alleged members of Hamas' military wing, 
Izzedine a! Qassam. The fugitives opened file, 
killing Judeh and running over an 8-year-old girl 
who died of her injuries. 

It remained unclear Wednesday whether the 
three were in custody. Security agents initially 
said all three were caught, while officials hirer 
said two remained at large. 

Abdel Rahim, the secretary general of (he 
Palestinian Authority, said Wednesday that the 
shooting was not spontaneous. 

He said Izzedine al Qassam had given orders tu 
its members to open fire on Palestinian police ir 
they were under danger of arrest. ' Hie initial 
investigation by the Palestinian Authority shows 
that the killing of Rifat Judeh is noi a personal 
mistake, but a political decision and sets a dan- 
gerous precedent,” Abdel Rahim said. 

Hamas has said the three fiigirives were no 
longer members of Hamas but had joined a unit 
of the Palestinian security forces that was led by 
a former vigilante, Sami Abu Samliadaneh. 

Hanieh said the shootout was part of an inter- 
nal dispute among security agents. 


Algeria security 
forces kill 40 
armed Moslem 
extremists. Free 7 
kidnapped Girls 

ALGIERS, Feb 3 (AFP) — 
Algerian security forces killed 
40 armed Moslem extremists, 
arrested five, and freed seven 
kidnapped girls in a 10-day 
sweep in eastern Algeria, the 
daily El-Acil reported 
Wednesday. 

Hie helicopter-supported 
army operation that ended 
Tuesday and was backed by 
police and village self-defense 
groups, also resulted in the 
I seizure of 17 home-made mor- 
; tars and the destruction of 
several arms caches, the paper 
said. 

It added that the security 
forces suffered no casualties in 
, the operation, which rook 
place in the Bouirn region 120 
kilometers (75 miles) east of 
Algiers. 


YEMEN EXCLUDES BRITONS 
FROM IASY VISA ACCESS- PAPER 


SANAA. (Reuters) - Yemen has decided 
to exclude Britons From easier visa regu- 
lations introduced last year, after the 
arrest of several British citizens on espi- 
onage charges, a government newspaper 
reported on Wednesday. 

Yemen lasr year announced that citi- 
zens of European Union member stares 
would be able to receive visas on arrival 
as a way of encouraging tourism. 

Al-Wihdah newspaper quoted an offi- 
cial source as saying that 
the regulations “will exclude Britons 
but will continue to be in effect for other 
Europeans". 

"The latest Incidents and the capture 
of a British terrorist network which was 
planning terrorist activity in Yemen" was 
the reason behind the decision, the 
newspaper added. 


Six suspected Islamic militants, includ- 
ing five Britons of Pakistani and Yemeni 
origin, are on trial in Yemen on charges of 
planning sabotage activities and bomb- 
ings in Yemen. 

Six others, including three Britons also 
of Arab and Asian origin, were being 


questioned on similar charges. 

lens! on between Yemen and Britain, 
has increased following the death of four 
Western tourists in December white 
being held hostage by suspected Islamite 
militants. 
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Hi BARAK: EGYPTIAN PEOPLE "WILL 
NEVER FORGIVE ME" IF I VISIT ISRAEL 


CAIRO, (AFP) — The Egyptian people "will never forgive 
me" if I visit Israel while hardline Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu heads the government, President 
Hosni Mubarak said in published statements Wednesday. 

Mubarak made the remarks Hiesday in a meeting with 
Jewish community leaders in Paris in reply to a question 
on why he did not visit Israel, the Cairo government 
press reported. 

“Today, if I travel to Israel my people will never forgive 
me namely because of the presence of someone like 
Netanyahu," Mubarak reportedly said. 

Mubarak has travelled only once to Israel since becom- 
ing president in 1981, after his predecessor Anwar Sadat 
was assassinated by Moslem fundamentalists to punish 
him for signing a peace treaty with Israel two years ear- 
lier. 

In 1995 Mubarak travelled to Jerusalem to attend the 
funeral of former Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who was assassinated in November that year by a right- 
wing Jewish extremist. 

Mubarak said he had planned an official visit to Israel 
for talks with Rabin but it was scrapped because of the 
assassination. 

Now, he said, a visit to Israel would only create prob- 
lems. 

“If my visit to Israel would help solve problems (linked 
to the peace process) I would not hesitate in going but I 
am afraid that a visit would only complicate the situa- 
tion," Mubarak said. 

The Egyptian president, who lias frequently accused 
Netanyahu of blocking the peace process because of his 
hardline policies, reiterated his criticism of Netanyahu’s 
for "not respecting his word or his promises." 

Relations between Egypt and Israel have soured since 
Netanyahu's election in 1996, and the prime minister has 
been the subject of often vitriolic attack in the govern- 
ment press over the years. 



FRENCH PRESIDENT JACQUES CHIRAC (L) WELCOMES HIS EGYPTIAN COUNTERPART HOSNI MUBARAK. 
FEBRUARY AT THE ELYSIB PALACE IN ARI8 PHOTO AFP 


ISRAELI PRESIDENT REDUCES 
SENTENCES OF JEWS WHO KILLED ARABS 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP)— President 
Ezer Welzman has reduced the sen- 
tences of seven Jewish ultra-national- 
ists convicted oF killing or plotting to 
kill Arabs, his top adviser said 
Wednesday. 

Weizman also decided to cut short the 
terms of seven Arab Inmates, said 
Weizman aide Arich Shunter. He did not 
immediately know what crimes they 
were convicted of. 

Among those granted clemency was 
Ami Popper who killed seven Arab 
^borers in a random shooting in 1990. 
Popper’s seven life terms were cut to 40 
years, and he will be eligible for release 
after serving two-thirds of that time. 
The Palestinian Authority was angered 
by Weizman’s decision, saying it would 
encourage other extremists to attack 
Arabs. 

hi recent month’s. Israel’s refusal to 
release Palestinians involved in attacks 
on Israelis has let to friction with the 
Palestinian Authority. The dispute con- 
tributed to the collapse of the Wye 
River peace agreement in which Israel 
was to withdraw from 13 percent ofthe 
West Bank and release 750 Palestinian 
Prisoners. 

. ^ a rinie when Israel freezes the 
implementation of the Wye agreement 


... Israel is paving the way for the 
release of Israeli killers and criminals." 
said Ahmed Abdel Rahman, secretary 
general of the Palestinian Authority. 
"One must ask which side has a revolv- 


ing door policy," Abdel Rahman said, 
referring to Israel’s frequent claim that 
the Palestinian Authority is too lenient 
with Islamic militants. 

Shumer said Weizman hoped that by 


reducing die sentences or both Jewish 
and Arab prisoners, he would help the 
peace process. 

"This is part of the general reconcilia- 
tion necessary in the Middle East," 


mmmu to emm 


TEL AVIV, (AFP) — Israel flatly denied on Wednesday US press 
reports that it had given China secrets concerning US anti-missile 
laser weapons. 

The defense ministry, in a strongly worded statement, said the 
repon which appeared last week in the Washington Times news- 
paper that Israel had given the Chinese secrets concerning the 
Nautilus laser system was "unfounded." 

“Israel has never shared with foreign factors any -restricted 
American technology obtained during a joint US-lsraeli effort to 
build a battlefield laser gun," the minislry said. 

The ministry said the Washington Times article "apparently 
bases itself on sources of the US Defense Intelligence Agency" 
(D1A) and calls on the sources mentioned in the article "to find a 
way to publicly deny the accusations attributed to them." 

Israel and the United States have been jointly developing the 
Nautilus laser gun for several years and the first of the weapons Is 
expected to be deployed in Israel later tills year. Israel wants to 
use the laser to shoot down Katyushas —short range rockets used 
by guerrillas in neighboring Lebanon to attack Israeli forces occu- 
pying the south of that country and communities in northern 
Israel. 


if s; to mmm 

The Washington Times reported that US technicians working 
on the project at the state defense firm Israel Aircraft Industries 
saw Chinese weapons experts working at the same plant in mid- 
1997 and reported this to the DIA. 

Later a Chinese scientist reportedly revealed details of the 
Nautilus technology at an international symposium, raising DIA 
suspicions that Israel had leaked information to China, it said. 

Meanwhile the Israeli newspaper Haaretz unveiled details 
Wednesday of the first Cliina-lsrac! arms deals carried out secretly 
beginning in 1979. According to the newspaper, then-prime minis- 
ter Menadtem Begin turned to an Israeli billionaire with dose 
trade ties to China, Shanl Eiscnbcrg, to serve as middleman in the 
secret sale of massive amounts or weapons technology to Beying. 

A first delegation of Israeli defense experts flew to China In 
Elsenbeig's private jet in February 1979 for talks which led to the 
bilateral amis program curried nut under the code-name Olympia. 

The sales concerned primarily the upgrading of Soviet weapon- 
ry. a field in which Israel excelled as it sought to counter Soviet- 
armed Arab armies. 

Haaretz said Eisenbeig made commissions of 500 million dol- 
lars on Israel's amis sales to China during the first lialfofthe 1980s. 


Shumer told Israel radio. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
senior aide, David Bar-Man. defended 
the president's decision, which came in 
response to recommendation by 
Justice Minister Tsahi Hanegbi. 

"We are talking here about reducing a 
multiple life sentence to 40 years in jail 
which is still a very long time which 
these murderers have to serve," Bar- 
lllan said. 

One of those receiving clemency, 
Yoram Skolnlck, was Initially sentenced 
to life for the 1993 for pumping nine 
bullets into an unarmed Palestinian 
who lay on the ground, his hands tied 
behind his back. Skolnkk's victim had 
been caught in a stabbing attack just 
moments before being killed. 

Skolnick’s sentence was reduced 
already once to 15 ycais. and Weizman 
cut it to II years. With n customary 
one-third off for good behavior, 
Skolnlck could be released after serving 
eight years. 

Israel radio said one of the Israeli Arabs 
granted clemency, a sick and elderly 
prisoner, has already been released. 

. The report said lie had served fline for 
planting bombs that were delected 
before they could go off. ' 
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CLOCK TICKING FOR BELGRADE ON KOSOVO TALKS 


Russian Duma Calls for Moscow Withdrawarfrom Sanctions Aqainst YuaosTo 
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Washington D.C. . Moscow 
(Agencies),— The United States 
has delivered a stark warning 
to Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic to agree to 
peace talks on the Kosovo con- 
flict or face imminent NATO air 
strikes. 

Separatist ethnic Albanian 
guerrillas have accepted a sum- 
mons by the big power Contact 
Group seeking pence in the 
Balkans to attend the negotia- 
tions in France on Saturday. 

“We are pleased that the 
Kosovar Albanian side appears 
to be coalescing in favour of 
coming to the negotiations 
outside of Paris," State 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said in Washington on 
Hiesday. "That is very impor- 
tant," Rubin said. 

“At the same time, we are 
awaiting the decision of the 
Serb side as to whether to 
attend these talks. And let me 
be very dear, NATO has indi- 
cated that there will be swift 
and serious consequences If 
the Serbs do not make that 
decision." he added. 

The United Nations Security 
Council has deferred until later 
in the week consideration of a 
request by Belgrade for an 
emergency meeting to exam- 
ine NATO's threat of military 
action, according to a copy of 
the plan seen by Reuters. 

Thereafter Kosovo would be 
run by an assembly, president, 
government and judicial sys- 
tem with control over all areas 
except defence, trade within 
Yugoslavia, foreign policy, 
monetary policy, customs and 
federal taxation. 

A definition of Kosovo's sta- 
tus is deliberately avoided in 
what is designed as an interim 
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YUGOSLAV TROOPERS AMID SNOW IN KOSOVO 

plan allowing the federal gov- Albanians, an effort to balance 


ernment to maintain control 
over “territorial integrity" - a 
key demand of the Serbs. 

In practice, however, 
Belgrade would not be able to 
interfere without the consent 
of Kosovo's president, who 
would be elected by the 
assembly for a three-year term. 

With the assembly likely to 
be dominated by ethnic 


powers has been included with 
rhe proposal that its chairman 
be from a different ethnic 
groupfrom the president. 

A population census, anotli : 
er of Belgrade’s demands, 
would be held under interna- 
tional auspices before any 
polls. 

A previous census, conduct- 
ed before the wide autonomy 


INDIAN PM REPORTS 
PROGRESS ON TEST BAN TALKS 


NEW DELHI (AP| — Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee reported progress Wednesday 
in negotiations with the United States over the 
nuclear rest ban treaty, but added that the two 
sides still stood far apart on the issue. 

Much ground has yet to be covered," 
Vajpayee was quoted as saying by Press TVust 
of India in the northern Indian town of 
Lucknow, his parliamentary constituency. Bur 
he added that New Delhi would not “stand In 
the way" of the Comprehensive Test Ran 
Treaty, which he has said he wants lo come 
into force later this year. 

Vajpayee said “some progress" had been 
made during the eighth round of discussions 
between Indian Foreign Minister Jas want 
Singh and U.S. Deputy Secretary of Slate 
Strobe Talbott. Talbott is trying to persuade 
both India and Pakistan to sign the CTBT. 

Sources on both sides said after the talks 


this week that India was ready to sign the 
treat>' provided economic sanctions imposed 
after it held nuclear tests last year are lifted. 
Publicly, both sides say that formula should 
not be seen as a Tradeoff, reflecting India’s 
sensitivity to being seen as bowing to U.S. 
demands. 

India’s May explosions provoked answering 
nuclear tests by rival neighbor Pakistan. The 
two have fought three wars since they gained 
independence from their colonial British rulers 
in 1947, and continue to skirmish along their 
shared border. 

R. Chidambaram, chairman of the state-run 
Atomic Energy Commission and one or rlie 
members of the team that planned the tests 
was quoted by PTI Wednesday as saying the 
tests had led to three bomb designs and no 
further testing was required. 
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Kosovo enjoyed was removed 
by Belgrade, showed ethnic 
Albanians making up it*» per- 
cent of the population, but the 
government disputes the fig- 
ure. A separate annex details 
the sensitive issue of policing, 
which would have to reflect 
the ethnic make-up of Kosovo. 

The United States is slowly 
resigning itself to the idea of 
sending troops ro Kosovo to 
safeguard a self-government 
blueprint for the Serbian 
province in lieu of “permanent 
status" in three years. 

Several lawmakers and gov- 
ernment officials here no 
longer rule out the possibility 
of placing US troops under 
European command, since 
Europe is expecred to play a 
key role in any future peace- 
keeping force for Kosovo. 

However, US officials poinr 
out that no decision has been 
made and that any deployment 
of US troops will have to be 
preceded by an agreement 
between Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo when botli 
sides meet Saturday at 
Rnmbouillet. outside Paris. 

“We envisage a situation 
where the highest possible 
degree of selfgovernment will 
be provided to the people of 
Kosovo for three years, ’’ State 
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Department spokesman James 
Rubin said Tuesday. 

“And that will defer the 
question of what will happen 
to Kosovo after those three 
years," Rubin said. 

Such a scenario, he added, 
would create “a much better 
climate in which to make deci- 
sions about the permanent sta- 
tus of Kosovo." 

Rubin s rressed that all 
Albanian organizations in 
Kosovo were in favor of inde- 
pendence for the tiny, former 
Yugoslav province. 

However, the spokesman 
insisted that the US would con- 
tinue to oppose independence 
for Kosovo. 

He refused to provide details 
of the autonomy plan the US 
and the other members of the 
contact group for Kosovo have 
in mind for the Serbian 
province before the 
Rambouiilet conference. 

Meanwhile, heated debates 
have been going on here and in 
Europe on theprospects of 
sending a North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization force to Kosovo. 

Defense Secretary William 
Cohen will travel to Europe on 
Thursday to meet with his 
French, British and German 
counterparts. 

Americans and Europeans 


are expected to focus in com- 
ing days on regulating US mili- 
,ar y participation in an inter- 
national peacekeeping force in 
Kosovo. 

Cohen on Monday did not 
rule out the possibility of 
putting US troops under the 
command of a European gener- 
al. 

However, he did recommend 
that Europe provide a “sub- 
stantial” parr of any interna- 
tional force in Kosovo, while 
keeping rhe US militnry pres- 
ence “as small as it could be." 

The Washington Post dally 
on TUesday said one of the 
options 

being considered here would 
deploy some 28,000 US troops l ' 
under the command of a 
British general. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s lower 
house of parliament passed a 
resolution Wednesday calling 
for Moscow to withdraw from 
sanctions against Yugoslavia 
because of the threat of NATO 
airstrikes against the country. 
The Communist-dominated 
lower house, the Stale Duma, 
voted 314-0 in favor of the 
appeal to President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The non-binding resolution 
also called for Russia to pro- 
vide help lo Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic’ govern- 
ment if NATO goes ahead with 
airstrikes. 

NATO has threatened to take 
military action if Serbs and eth- 
nic Albanian fighters in the vio- 
lence-torn Kosovo province 
don’t negotiate an agreement 
to end fighting. Moscow 
strongly opposes any use of 
military force to achieve a solu- 
tion. Srill, Russia does not have 
llie power to halt an attack 
even though it is a member of , 
the six-nation Contact Croup 
trying to end the conflict. 

Russia lias long stood by the 
Serbs, a fellow Slav and 
Orthodox Christian people- • 
With its own world influence’ 
greatly reduced and its militaty . 
in shambles, Russia has.als* (•■ 
tried to counteract a perceived -{,/ 
expansion of wesrern powers'. : J 
Communists who dominate 
the State Duma are especially f 
adamant about the issue, and . .. 
demand tougher' Russia^, j'i 


American aggression, ; : j-li; 

Hardliners also b.eJIqye 


NATO is still an ii 




M™ 





THE ARAB DAHV 4-5 FEBRUARY 199* 


IRAN DRAWS "RED LINE" 
AT NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH USA 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 9 






TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran draws a 
"red line" at negotiations with 
the United States which is just 
as dear cut as the bar on rela- 
tions with Israel, the foreign 
ministry said here Wednesday. 

“This red line is clear: no 
relations with the Zionist 
regime (Israel) and no dia- 
logue with the United States," 
ministry spokesman Hamid 
Reza Asefi said. 

Iran "considers the Zionist 
regime ns illegitimate and 
rules out any negotiations 
with the United States 
because of their hostile atti- 
tude,” he told the official 
IRNA news agency. 

The United States severed 
relations with Iran in 1980. 
when revolutionary students 
stormed the American 
embassy in Tehran, holding 
staff captive for over a year. 

It has since tried to isolate 
Iran, accusing it nf undermin- 
ing the Middle Easr peace 
process and of developing 
weapons of mass destruction, 
charges Iran denies. 

Iran has repeatedly called 
for the destruction uf the 
Jewish state and backs mili- 
tant Palestinian opposition 


groups as welling as hosting a 
Palestinian embassy here. 

Asefi said Iran does not 
trust the United States and 
“American officials’ state- 
ments on Iran are contradicto- 
ry," adding the contradictions 
"add to our doubts." 

The two countries have 
made faint overtures calling 
for renewed dialogue since 
the election of moderate cler- 
ic Mohammad Khatami to the 
Iranian presidency in 1997. 

But moves by Iranian illit- 
erates such as Khatami to 
crack open the “wall of mis- 
trust" between the two states 
have met with fierce opposi- ■ 
tion from conservatives. 

The hardline commander of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned against any “cumpm- 
mise" with the United Slates 
rm Tuesday saying that it went 
against the teachings nf the 
20-year-old Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

"There is great antagonism 
between the United Srnies 
and the revolution," General 
Yahyu Rahim Safavi told a 
crowd of youngsters gathered 
to mark the revolution’s 20th 
anniversary. 


‘Those who want lo pre- 
pare the ground for a compro- 
mise should know that the 
path of struggle against the 
United Stares was set out liy 
(the late revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruhnllah) Khomeini 
and the people will follow this 
path," 

Even moderate foreign min- 
istry officials have called mi 
the Americans to show defi- 
nite signs of ilicir friendly 
intentions, such as lifting the 
economic embargo on Iran. 

“Their lone has changed a 
little but we also have to see a 
change of attitude." Aseli 
said. 

Iran's Foreign Minister 
Kama! Kh.iruzi protested 
against rhe United States last 
week and demanded compen- 
sation for damage to the 
southwestern town of Ah.nl, m 
caused hv a str.iv US missile 
fired .it Iraqi air defence sites. 

"Tlie United States should 
pay compensation, nm just 
for the material damage, hm 
also for the non-material, psy- 
chological damage caused by 
this violation of Iranian air 
space," Kh.iiazi said. 
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CYPRUS IN NEW PUSH FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE FORCE 
IN THE DIVIDED ISLAND 

BRUSSELS, (AFP) — The government of Cypnfe is to launch a new diplomatic 
drive for the deployment of an international force on the divided 
Mediterranean island, Foreign Minister Yannakis Cassoulides said here 
Wednesday. 

Cassoulides said the deployment of such a force, possibly organised by 
NATO, would allow the island to be demilitarised and could take place "even 
before we have found a political 

settlement." 

The initiative follows a reduction in tensions in the region after die 
December 30 decision by the Greek-Cypriot government not to proceed with 
die threatened deployment of Russian ground-to-air missiles. 

Cassoulides said the proposed peacekeeping force would require a UN 
Security Council mandate and could only go ahead with the agreement of 
ibrkey which has occupied northern Cyprus since 1974. 

Once the international force was deployed, both Ibrkey. which has an esd- 
roated 35,000 troops stationed in rhe north of Cyprus, and Greece, which has 
a much smaller contingent in the south, would be expected to withdraw their 
forces. 

The Greek Cypriot national guard would also be progressively dismantled. 

Cassoulides added that the Cypriot government, which has begun negoti- 
ations with a view to joining the European Union, was prepared to meet the 
operating costs of the international force. 

He said he would be pressing the initiative in upcoming talks with IB olfl- 
anls in Washington. 

Cassoulides said Cypms would be ready for EU membership in 2003 but 
acknowledged that he expected accession not to take place before 2005. A 
number of EU governments have repeatedly made It dear that dtere is ho 
question of Cyprus being brought into the bloc while it remains efivided. 

A UN force of some 1 ,200 troops is currently based in Cyprus, chatged with' 
Policing the green line that divides north and south.. 

Cassoulides said the international force he envisaged Would be mtidi big- 
Ser and would be deployed across the Island. V " .1, ■. 


BITTER BATTLE OVER 
LANDMARK POLL OVERSHADOWS 
IRANIAN ANNIVERSARY 


TEHRAN, (AFP) — Iran's sqabbling political 
factions continued a bitter war of words on 
Wednesday over the country's first ever 
municipal elections, despite repeated calls 
for unity on the Islamic regime's 20th 
anniversary. 

The landmark vote, due on February 26, 
is considered the Islamic regime's first 
great test in local democracy, and has pro- 
voked a violent squabble between support- 
ers of reformist President Mohammad 
Khatami and conservatives who have striv- 
en to bar radicals and moderates front 
standing as candidates. 

Khatami and his supporters, including 
moderate Interior Minister Abdul Vahid 
Musavi-Lari, have urged widespread partic- 
ipation by all political tendencies as well as 
the country's 30 million or so youngsters in 
a bid to give the poll, and the regime, die 
popular seal of approval. 

Bur conservatives who dominate the var- 
ious election supervision • 

committees, have barred a number of 
prominent. moderates and radicals in a bid 
to restrict 1 candidates to hardline support- 
ers of the regime and its leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 


by Kianouche Dorranie 

While moderates believe widespread 
participation will boost Khatami's reformist 
agenda, conservatives are keen to consoli- 
date their local power base. 

The interior ministry has slammed the 
move as arbitrary, insisting the committees 
are overstepping their supervisory role. 
Tlie committees, manned mostly by con- 
servative MPs. have rejected the accusation 
as “unfounded,'' accusing the ministry of 
politicising the poll. 

The wrangle coincides with lavish cele- 
brations to mark the 20th anniversary of 
the Islamic revolution and official attempts 
to strengthen popular support for the 
regime, particularly among those born in 
the past 20 years. 

Khatami urged young people to turn out 
as massively in the coming poll as they did 
in presidential elections in 1997 which 
ensured his shock victory over conservative 
opponent Ali Akbai Nareq-Nuri and gave 
him uncontested popular legitimacy. 

“One of the greatest things about the 
last presidential election was the 1 presence 
of young people and women — [ salute 


you,” he told cheering schoolchildren at a 
special youth venue on Tuesday. Moderates 
are concerned the vetting of candidates 
will dampen popular enthusiasm and par- 
ticipation, in a repetition of previous par- 
liamentary and other elections. 

The preparation for the poll has once 
again brought out tlie divisions within the 
Iranian regime, even as senior officials have 
called for unity. 

Fortner president Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani Monday called on the rival fac- 
tions to stop their “endless bickering," 
which was threatening the regime like a 
"poison." 

Iran's supreme leader Khamenei mean- 
while advised youngsters to ignore, the 
squabbles. 

"I have nlready told (the factions) to stop 
the squabbling and i advise you not to pay 
any attention to them," lie said In a meet- 
ing with a group of selected youngsters, 
broadcast on television Tuesday. 

• About 330,000 candidates. Including 
5,000 women, have been approved so far 
to stand in elections for 200,000 council 
Seats. 
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PROBE INTO YELTSIN EAVESDROPPING 
UNCOVERS PHONE TAP EVIDENCE 


TURKISH COURT OPENS CASE 
AGAINST KURDISH PARTY 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A probe into daims that a powerful 
Russian business tycoon organized eavesdropping on 
President Boris Yeltsin and his family has uncovered evidence 
ofillegal phone taps, a senior prosecutor said Wednesday. 

Investigators found the material during a raid Tuesday on 
tire offices of leading Russian oil major Sibneft, Vladimir 
Kazakov, head of the serious crimes division of the prosecu- 
tor's office said on Russian television. 

The swoop was ordered after the Moskovsky 
Komsomolets daily reported that billionaire Boris Berezovsky 
had monitored private conversations of Yeltsin and his 
entourage via the little-known security firm Atoll. 

A spokesman for Sibneft, whose Moscow headquarters 
house Atoll's offices, said he was "very surprised” by the lat- 
est report. No documents from die oil firm founded by 
Berezovsky were seized during Tuesday's raid, another 
Sibneft official told the ITAR-TASS news agency. 

Atoll is also linked to Berezovsky, the archetypal "oligarch" 
who has wielded huge Influence in the Kremlin, notably with 
Yeltsin's favorite daughter and chief image-maker Tatyana 
Dyachenko. 

Tuesday's mid came the same day that Prosecutor General 
Yury Skuratov, <16, shocked the county by announcing he 
was standing down due to ill-health, a motive that was greet- 
ed with scorn by the entire Russian press Wednesday. 

Several papers linked Skuratov's removal in part to his 
decision to sanction the investigation into Berezovsky's 
alleged Kremfin surveillance activities. 

Kazakov gave an upbeat assessment of Tuesday's raid-. “I 
can scy that we carried out a search, found | material] and the 
results were good." 

Audio and video cassettes, and specialist eavesdropping 
equipment had been discovered during the swoop, he told 
the Interfax news agency. 

"The main thing now is to define to what extent the mate- 
rial found relates to die inquiry" he added on the private NTV 
television channel, 

During the search, conducted by officers from the prose- 
cutor's office and Federal Security Service agents, investiga- 
tors cracked open a safe and removed a series of documents, 
Interfax reported. 

Moscow's boisterous press leapt on the high-profile 
Sibneft swoop as evidence that outgoing chief prosecutor 
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Skuratov had allied with Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov in 
his battle to reduce Berezovsky's influence in the Kremlin. 

“He resigned but not of his own volition," said die 
Kommersant daily. "The over-accommodating prosecutor no 
longer suits the presidential team for at least two reasons. 

"His fndedsiveness in battling fascism and the decisiveness 
of [prime minister) Yevgeny Primakov in seeking Influence 
over the president,' " the dally said. 

The national ORT television station in which Berezovsky 
wields influence through a minor stake accused Primakov on 
Saturday of trying to oust Yeltsin by establishing direct con- 
trol over the media and Russia's defense forces. 

A government press spokesman brushed off rite attack, 
advising Berezovsky to focus on his own duties as head of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. 

Former premier Sergei Kiriyenko last month said 
Berezovsky had waged a tireless campaign to drive him from 
office. 


DIYARBAKIR, TVirkey, (Reuters) — 
Turkey's constitutional court on 
Wednesday opened a case to outlaw the 
country's main Kurdish party for alleged 
links to Abdullah Ocalan's guerrilla 
group, Anatolian news agency said. 

The charges were brought by hard- 
line Chief Prosecutor Vural Snvas who 
accused the People's Democracy Party 
(HADEP) of recruiting guerrillas for die 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), which 
has fought an armed campaign for 
Kurdish self-rule. 

HADEP advocates a peaceful resolu- 
tion to the conflict. 

The constitutional court decided to 
officially serve HADEP with the charges 
against it, after which party leaders 
would be given days to prepare a writ- 


ten defence. 

Legal observers say it will take 
around six months before a final deci- 
sion is made in the case, thereby tearing 
HADEP free to fight general and local 
elections set for April. 

HADEP said it was to lodge its first 
objections to the indictment on 
Tliesday. 

"HADEP will continue its legal strug- 
gle within democratic rules," a party 
statement said. HADEP leaders say they 
will set up a new party if the case 
against them is successful. 

The party itself is a successor of two 
other Kurdish parties similarly closed by 
the courts. HADEP leader Murat Bozlak 
is in prison charged with PKK links and 
other members are currently on trial. 


RUSSIA, KURD OFFICIALS MUTE 
ON OCALAN'S WHEREABOUTS 


MOSCOW, (AFP) — Russia and Kurdish offi- 
cials in Moscow were mute on Wednesday 
over TUrkish reports that fugitive Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalnn had again 
entered federation territory. 

"We have no information about him 
staying in Moscow," a spokesman for the 
foreign ministry here told AFP. The Kremlin 
also refused to comment on the where- 
abouts of the wanted Kurdistan Workers' 
Party (PKK) leader. 

The semi-official Anatolia news agency 
reported from Moscow on Tliesday that 
Ocalan had arrived back to Russia after fail- 
ing to find a country willing to accept him 
following his flight from Italy on January 
16. 

Nadezhda Spiridonova, the Moscow- 
based spokeswoman for rlie Kurdish 


National Liberation Front in the former 
Soviet Union, dismissed the report. 

"Hie (latest) version is that Ocalnn is in 
the Russian capiral, but there are also 
rejjorts of his arrival in Armenia, Belarus, 

Libya. South Africa, Estonia, Greece, 
China, Cyprus and 

Scandanavia," she told the Interfax news 
agency. 

"These are just the personal opinions of 
journalists and those who want to locate 
Ocalan," Spiridonova said, adding the PKK 
leader's whereabouts had "not been made 
public for (Ocalan's) personal safety." 

If the reports prove true it would be the 
third time that the rebel Kurd 
leader, sought by the Turkish authorities on 
terrorism and murder charges, has entered 
Russia. 


AFGHAN OPPOSITION DENY U.S. ISRAEL BACKING 


Islamabad, Tehran (Agencies) — The 
key anti-Taleban faction in Afghanistan 
on Wednesday dismissed Thleban alle- 
gations that it had received funding 
from the United States and Israel. 

Dr Abdullah, an aide to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, was 
reacting to a report published by the 
Taleban mouthpiece, Shariat weekly, 
which said Masood had received 
large sums of money from the 
United States and Israel for arms pur- 
chases. 

‘‘This report is absolutely baseless. 
The Taleban want to make such pro- 
paganda to justify their recent defeats 
in the north," Abdullah said by tele- 
phone from India. 

"We have good relations with all of 
the world countries including 
America, and have not received any 
monetary or military help from her 
and don't have any contact with 
Israel." he added. 

The purist Islamic Taleban has rout- 
ed several factions but failed to dis- 
lodge Masood, military head of the 
jvleposed • gove rnmen t , from bases 


north of the capital, Kabul, and the 
mountainous northeast of the coun- 
try. 

Both sides say foreign interference 
is the key cause of the Afghan conflict, 
which has been going on for nearly 
two decades. 

The opposition accuses Pakistan of 
creating and backing the Taleban, 
while the Taleban accuse Russia, India, 
the United Stares and Israel of giving 
military and financial aid to Masood. 

In Islamabad, a top U.S. official was 
scheduled to meet a senior member 
of ruling Taleban movement on 
Wednesday for talks expected to 
cover Saudi terrorism suspect Osama 
bin Laden and moves to forge a peace 
settlement. 

Tlie U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for South Asian Affairs Karl 
Inderfiirth was to meet the Taleban 
Deputy Foreign Minister Mullah Abdul 
Jalil in the Pakistani capital, a U.S. 
embassy spokesman said. 

"I can confirm that the meeting is 
taking place with Mullah Jalil," the 
U.S. press attachd in, Islamabad said. 


He declined to say what would be 
discussed but diplomats said they 
expected the U.S. official to repeat 
Washington's request that the Taleban 
hand over bin Laden, accused of two 
bloody U.S. embassy bombings in East 
Africa last year. 

The Islamic militia has refused to 
hand over bin Laden, saying he is a 
guest of the Taleban and has no 
involvement with terrorism of any 
kind. 

The embassy spokesman said 
Inderfiirth, who arrived in Islamabad 
with U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Thlbott on Monday, will visit 
Lahore and Peshawar before leaving 
for the United States on Thursday 
afternoon. 

The atrachd said inderfurth's meet- 
ing with Jalil was par of U,S. involve- 
ment in the so-called six plus two 
group of Afghanistan's neighbouring 
states, plus Russia and the United 
States, which is pushing for an end to 
the Afghan conflict. 

"There is regular contact with 
Tblcban including with their represen- 


tative in Washington to further the 
process and talks are also held with all 
factions on n regular basis," he said. 

It was thought to be the first tnp- 
level meeting between a U.S. official 
and the Islamic militia in the region 
since former U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations Bill Richardson trav- 
elled to the Afghan capital, Kabul, in 
April last year. 

But the attach^ could not say when 
the meeting with Jalil would take 
place and who Inderfurth would meet 
in Lahore, on the border with India, 
and Peshawar, a northern frontier 
town with a large exiled and refugee 
Afghan community. 

A Pakistan-based Afghan news ser- 
vice, the Afghan Islamic Press, report- 
ed that Jalil had arrived in Islamabad 
on Wednesday and was meeting 
Pakistani officials before meeting with 
Inderfurth on Wednesday evening. 

Iran's first direct talks with the 
Taliban militia which controls most of 
Afghanistan do riot spell a change in 
Tehran's .policy towards its war- 
wracked neighbour, the foreign min- 


istry insisted Wednesday, 

"No, ihe fact that this meeting took 
place with the representative of an 
Afghan faction does not mean that we 
have changed policy," ministry 
spokesman Hamid Reza Asefl told 
state radio. 

Tehran continues to demand the 
formation of a "broad-based coalition 
government" in Kabul including the : 
opposition, as called for by the 
called six-plus-two group made up of {: 
Russia, the United States aid ** 
Afghanistan's six neighbours, he sail), y- 

Iranian officials met senior TaHb^ri 
spokesman Mawlawi Wakil Ahnwf !;'• 
Ahmad at an Iranian diplomatic mV ’ 
sion in Dubai on Tuesday following * . J. 
call from the militia last week for ^ j»- 
improvement in their troubled reUf'.jr 
tions, the official Iranian news a ]:•. 
IRNA reported. 'r.-jSj: 

"These direct talks between ASWj, , 
and two Iranian diplomats were 
at the repeated request fia 

Taliban," Asefi said.. . .. - ’• P*. 
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PINOCHET CASE 
NEARS JUDGMENT 
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W HICH WAY WILL the law 
lords jump this time? 
Will General Augusto 
Pinochet be allowed to flee the 
drizzle of an English February and 
catch the last of the Chilean sum- 
mer? Or will his landlords be able 
to bank on many more rent 
cheques as the long process to 
extradite him to Spain gets under 
way? Tlie hearing is expected to 
finish this week, with judgement 
in two or three weeks, But even 
those who have sat through the 
nine days of mind-numbing argu- 
ment so far are unwilling to bet 
on how the seven judges will line 
up. Though an earlier panel of 
five law lords decided by n three- 
iwo majority that the former 
Chilean dictator enjoys no immu- 
nity from prosecution for serious 
breaches of human rights, rlierc is 
no certainty that the new panel of 
seven will go the same way. 

The case is being reheard after 
the earlier decision was set aside 
over concerns about possible bins 
as links emerged heiween Lord 
Hoffmann, one of the majority, 
and Amnesty Intel national, which 
was allowed to present argu- 
ments to the court. There is an 
extra party in the case this time • 
the Government of Chile, which 
argues that state immunity makes 
his home country the only venue 
for any trial. 

This time the law lords have 
more written material before 
them and the lawyers' arguments 
are more elaborate. Pinochet's 
lawyers now have the extra chal- 
lenge of showing why Lords 


Nichols, Stcyn and Hoffmann, 
who ruled against him hi the ear- 
lier hearing, were wrong. 

'I don't think anybody can 
remember a case which is sci 
open, even after there has been a 
judgment in favour of one of the 
parlies,' said a lawyer close to the 
case. 

For Britain's highest court - die 
judicial committee of the House 
of Lords, to give it its full title - 
tlie ruling may be the most 
momentous ir lias ever given. Its 
significance goes well beyond the 
fate of one 83-ycar-old ox-diita- 
toi. It will show whether rite 
whole edifice of international 
treaties and national laws set up 
to ensure that torturers and 
hostage-takers have no hiding 
place is truly effective or just a 
well-meaning gesture. 

Tlie law folds are also con- 
scious that they must rebuild the 
reputation of the court, damaged 
by Laid Hoffmann's serious oiror 
in failing to disclose his chairman- 
ship of Amnesty !iirem.uiniiars 
charitable arm. Ihe lit si step was 
to convene a panel of seven 
nil her Ilian the usual live. List 
done in a cnnsliutlimwlly impoi- 
foitt case in IU92. This lime the 
parties were consulted about die 
composition uf the panel. 

file Hoffmann fiasco has 
focused public attention for the 
first time on the lottery element 
nf justice in our highest court. 
Had Hoffmann disqualified him- 
self, which a fresh panel said lie 
should have done, and another 
judge taken his place, rite result 


By Clare Oyer 

could well have gone the other 
way. The court sets precedents 
which determine the direction uf 
the law for generations, yet out- 
comes are strongly influenced by 
which five of The.- 12 law fords 
(plus retired law lords, uinent 
and retired Lord Chancellors, aiul 
peers who have held high judicial 
office, who can also sit) happen n> 
hear the case. Other muniries' 
highest cnuits, such ns die IIS 
Supreme Court, sit en Kmc, as a 
court of .ill the judge*., giving 
I heir judgments much greater 
credibility. 

As hist lime iiuiihI. I.ivvyeis .tie 
not expecting tile judges in be 
unanimous. One said: "lltoy are 
no doubt conscious dial if tiny 
come to an opposite conclusion 
(to that ie. idled by the fust panel) 
they will funk i it limit ms. but I 
don't think that will inlliieikc 
them.' With the new in.iieiial and 
nigiiuieiiis presented, 'if they 
wished to explain or instil v any 
diveigeliie, there would In- wavs 
of justifying it ' Ihe case hinges 
Oil die coiitlur helium the long- 
xlainling principle ■•! sovoirign 
immunity, which protects a head 
of state hum prosecution in 
another ci miu ry's conns, and the 
emerging intei national law pi foci- 
pie of individual responsibility Ii<r 
serious breaches of human rights. 
The Sr.tre Immunity Act I97H 
gives immunity to former heads 
of state in relation m official acts. 
But can it be said that hostage- 
raking. torture and murder are 





rnmmm* H 

official .rets when they are also 
serious crimes under internal ini i- 
ally accepted non ns? If they are 
official acts, what of the apparent 
wiill in between ihe Suite 
Imnmniiy Act and tun Inter acts, 
which give British colli is jurisdic- 
tion over ciimes of tuitiiie and 
In cstage-lakiil); whei cvei i « »n unit- 
led? 'Ihe 'Liking n| Hostages A< t 
riJX?. and die t iiinin.il |nsiiu- Au 
l'i.HH an- sileill on llii* (|ii<*slti)n ot 
sovereign imnnmuy. Yet 'lonnic' 
is dcliinri as mis pel Lamed by 
ot filial.: iloes tins (mimic a hu- 
mor head of state? Ami dm**, it 
maltenb.il the .viKwcre.-n.Med 
all or l to* crimes woie .llfoyrri in 
have Ivon peilounori ’ Uw *mui 
wtilri take mi. - ol t\xn slant os. 'll 
could s.lV. as I old Mvnu <Kl tile 
In -a linii- 1 ( mini, ih.it mh-ni-iiinii 
al law tw. gone so t.n hill iv it that 
for.' .said mie human light*. I.mwi 
’And dial wlieie you have iv.o 
Sl .III Ill's '.vlllth uMlIllll. Vi III IIIUM 
apply a resliniive iiueipiei.iiioii 
in a ci imiiuil c.iw. 

‘Oi il could nudge Ihe ••tale ol 
rile law in a dm-dimi which will 
firmly establish individual respon- 
sibility lor crimes committed by a 
former head ol state and essen- 
tially pul the entire ini ernatioii.il 
regime nt human rights law on to 
an established touting.' 


MANDELA TO MAKE LAST 
STATE Off TMK NATION SPEECH 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Disgraced Russian justice minister Valentin Kovalev 
Uw been ai rested on ibaiges of stealing $!il»,000 while in office, tile 
Interfax news agency reported Wednesday. Kovalev was, in used ol trails- 
feting justice ministry hinds into a v. omnwivi.il timri that tie himself head 
vd, a Moscow | k dice source told lire news agency K> (V.ilcv wax ousted in 
1*1? wlreu a tabloid newspaper published plinlngi a pi is Irian j video cas- 
sette allegedly showing him cavorting with several naked yuung women 
in .1 s.iuu .1 licc|iu‘iiied by Moscow’s Solntsevu criminal gang. 


ISTANBUL (/VP) — A Ini mor cabinet itlinisu-i was .n-quiiled Wednesday «i|* 
c barges ol aiding and aliening tire ilinh. tin- A ji.uhIi.i news agemv lejum- 
ed. I mp Asik resigned limn ihe gavnnmeni in September when tclevi 
sum stations hioat lc asi his lapcd to nveis.il ions with a leading nuli.i Ixr.s 
Hie staud.il vveiltii.illv ted in lire lollapsi* nl llie gnveliiuii'Ul ol Meslll 
Yilm.i/ ill Noivnihei. I he mint ml.-ri that I lie mmvi virions did mil uni 
simile a i iiim- Hie .kciniu.il nre.uu AmV. • .m mu in the local and parii.t- 
inenuiv el .s turns schedulcil in Apnl. lie is a nremhri nl'Yiliiu/ u-mei- 
nghl Motlu-il-,md I'.nlv ’tihm/ still Lues a p,iili.niK-i'l.uv luvesttgaitou iwt 
Itis lu s will i die ire ih 


after brief Kremlin appearance 

Ml lSt:i)\V (Al'l hi ihe xv.ilr o| a oitkL n lm.iv M lire hn inliii in mis! 

m v i*i al i>.p official., he-iili nl Ik ii is (ell sin v.a-hi, (. m.mnu'ininnii '-in- 
II. ii mm Wrim s.lax !•> miiilture o-nipeiaint); limn an n|.ei Yelism 
checked into Hap i!.lii mi sail in lav. fullcvs ui.e. a tWMUeek h.i.pn.il si.iv 
Willi -I .(tMll.lch nil el. |)i»lnrs s.lld lie Would ll-l'i* I" .pell.) .«C leal two 
week s emu ale- 1 in-/, in lire s.inn. ilium It was tin- lain a in a -l.-ariy :-imre 
<>| illiK-.ses dial ln\e untied Yeh-.ui mm a |..m nine pie .idem. I'm lv 
iioi-.ts lie* I .in’c aliv "lit Ills W'nlk aild Will '..•IXC mil llis I- till winch ends 
iiiinul lex hi. 


VATIOVN C.rr\' pvivi — h Ipe l* dm Paul II. sulieimg lunu tin since M*mri.e.. 
i came in die window of his nllue on V.ednodav .uul hSe.red luiudivd. 
• galfiei cd in Si . i Y-ter’s Square, lire ?S \ ear-* >!d p« ip*.-, lc » iki ng i irvd. with a 
i Ire.irse voice and sniffed n* *se. explained he was suffering "a se.wnn.i! ill 
, i ies<" tlt.il required him in ">uipeiid all ,i« livuy lor the lime being." Ho 
' said tic warned m express sulidarity "with all ili-.se who .no suffering 
j more because of tire cold - the homeless, earthquakes victims, the sick, 
;; ihe aged, children." adding lie wished ihem al) lire help they needed. 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela will step up to the 
podium on Friday io deliver his 
last state of the nation speech 
to parliament- ?fter nearly five- 
ye^rs at the helm of the coup* 


allow the president to 
announce the date of rhe elec- 
tion before parliament is dis- 
solved. but he is expected to 
hintthat the ANC is. aiming fot 
mid-May. ; ' ' 


homes have electricity, com- 
pared with fewer than one- 
rhird before 1994. 

"But after five years it has 
done nothing to correct the 
huge disparities in wealth," he 


Mandela Will- play up. the said. “The top 20 percent have 


try's first mufti-racial gtjvertb > , AkG's sucfceipes since it swept , - become .richer and the bottom 
nient- ^ , /. .V ;to ,povyer :(n i994.on, a tidal 0 percent have become poor- 

Tjte '.Bp-year-old, political i wave ;qf Rollon .Jjpt he will . . . .. •_ Y *. -; 

.prisoner ftimed s(alesinati is to/.- jilso" note .tlie; faifuresvaijcti as 18 l " al 

rerire after eiertidns due shorti;. .high rinempfoyriiepti, crinfo aifo , h^f. of me nenest 60 percent 
ly which* ;.'b!|^:Vi^ifai^' MatldnEf • ^ cdrjutition,.i setting' thd. are notv 4bck bwause of ainh 

Cpnirei^iANC)^ piM* U W fiW Stixrc^ftssoi; ■ *. ' ' mAttve action and wcaus^ 

wIh.comfo|^bW r 'a.nd hanjd.oy^u’c:,^ ; r ^itenr^^thewhires 

■^resIcl^hfcTnoVcf ^ v OW? ' 








cannot blame overseas events 
for a home grown crime wave 
which has put the Western 
Cape in particular under a state 
of siege. 

Corruption in local and cen- 
tral government is likely to be 
mentioned, un«l Mandela will 
try, to | counter radal polariza- 
tion that is threatening to 
emeige as a potent and dlsrup- 
; live, force- . , 

. • , Mtindelo, who spent 27 years t : 
ut jafl during: thq apartheid ero^ •' 
will point with; pride at Ihe. 

’ matiiuafo of iiew legislation; 
’r^hging fiym R globally respet^;: ; : 
: .‘ed'ct^tutfon to Iqwrt'hpnhuij ; 

• e^plottatkop ; li) the WodtpHice^ 
'^il >s;rymember^j.ijjt 
. -kbe fobp "who wch*'; 




SIDNEY (DPA) — The Australian gm-ernmeni is omside ring allowing its 
nationals io hold dual citizenship so business exeoimes like media baron 
Rupert Murdudt would not have to renounce their Aistniltan orizenship 
io hold another passport. Australian- bom Murdoch, die bead of News 
Corporation, had to give up his Australian passport to take up United 
States citizenship so he could own Ui. media assets, file nine it r ruling 
is that adult Australian* wire acquire the citizenship uf another country 
lose their Australian citizenship. The U.S has an agreement with Australia 
and three other countries whereby its citizens can Iiold joint citizenship, 
"litis may be deeply resented, in particular, when one identifies as an 
Australian citizen but feels that Australia's formal boundaries are too con- 
fining for one's aspirations, whether regarding business of lifestyle,” tlie 
report by the Australian Gtizenship Council said. It said Insistence on sin- 
gle citizenship "could be mtoitrary and unnecessarily restrictive fur indi- 
viduals who wish to pursue wider experiences in business and oilier 
spheres." 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Ihe pres idem of the l)aewoo car ctunpaity in | 
South Africa was found slwi to death YWdnesdjy and pofiro were inves- 
tigating wiicther it was u piofessionnl hit. Hie body of Yong Kpo Kvvun, 
•}9. was found in his cur at 3 a.ni. with a gunshot wound in tju? head, 

, police Ca]>t. Andy lieke said. Police believe the South Korean ^ecitfjvi'. 
was shot about id p.m. Ilicsday. A neighbor iteard a sound like a single 
gunshot at that time but thought It was a firecracker and ifidn'l njitlfy ; 
poljce.Piekesirid. • ' i ;: - .j : : - j 1 
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THE AOL INVASION 


N etscape is very well known as the com- 
pany that popularized the Internet, when 
it brought out its Navigator in 1994. It 
was the fastest growing company in history, and 
with an initial Public Offering (IPO) on Aug 9 
1995, was one of greatest successes ever. On 
opening, its stock was priced at $14 but hit $75 
before closing that day at S58. 

In the first 2 years, it had distributed more 
than 50 million copies of Navigator, making it 
die second most popular program in the world 
after Windows, its success opened its execu- 
tive's appetites to devise a plan to replace 
Windows, In 1997 they announced a plan of 
starting a program Code named - Constellation 
- was directed against the Windows operating 
system from. Microsoft. 

Constellation was intended to become the 
new user Interface; tlie browser being used to 
manage every riling users do on their PCs, to 
find and retrieve information and programs, 
whether they are stored on die users PC or on 
another computer on the network. The 
Netscape executives expected that if 
Constellation become the favored interface, 
users would buy applications written to work 
on it. 

In other words. Constellation was planned by 
using Netscape's powerful share of the browser 
market - to be the next OS, the alternative to 
Microsoft - Windows. The Constellation plan 
never succeeded, but since then Microsoft has 
begun to feel the lioar. 

Netscape was the first serious tiireat to 
Microsoft in years. It forced the software giant 
to extend its elf bit on the net. Microsoft did 
cvety thing to put limits to Netscape. It bought 
a web browser Internet Explorer (IE) in August 
1995 from a small company and copied 
Netscape’s plan by giving away IE Tor free, while 
Netscape was charging a few dollars. 

Microsoft bundled IE \yi)^^yiiidows 95, 
requiring PC piioduce^^ij™^its IE with 
Windows or they 
version of 

copied the Netscdft^nstellatioii’ 
releasing Wiiidow^ifiversion fillly integnSsp 
with Windows W: 


by Ghalth M. Sakr 

like digital city.com. icq.com... etc, AOL will own 
two of the most popular four sites on die web 
adding AQUs 15 million members, and estimat- 
ed 30 million monthly website visitors a month, 
to Netscape's 12 million members and 22 mil- 
lion monthly visitors to Netcenter. Nearly 63% of 
the online audience will visit AOL site monthly. 

This combination puts pressure on big and 
small portals players and their corporate part- 
ners, Yahoo I Last week announced diat it will 
acquire the famous free home page and com- 
munity site Geocities and its 3.5 million for 
about US S2.5 billion in stocks, in order to link 
Geocities members to Yahoo! Advanced poitai 
services, like e-commerce, while ©home an US- 
based broad band ISP announced that it will 
acquire Excite the third largest net seardt 
engine for about S6.7 billion. 

“Eyeballs," the number of repetitive visitors 
to a site, determine a portal's success. More eye- 
balls mean more people see these sites' banners 
and conduct more e-commence, translating into 
high profit. 

"The big prize," said analyst Barry Parr of 
International pka Corp. "isn’t the existing web 
population, bffl^jhose who are coming. The 
online popu|h(idfrWill more than double in die 
next five 

Adding of rhdfe people know 

AOL iiain^|^i {^caft»trie«ra^OL does not 
offer its 

AOL Im ^e^ o^pjife'r'^eb portals. In 
fori cyber domi- 
sofS5^’aiid 4 i*jieb site tools; 



rnm a huge role 


However, wit 
petitor, Nerscajjj 
then Netscape^] 
stock prices sli 


jft as a relentless a 
growth collapse; si j 
£ record losses, aijj 
all down heavily® 


fo Build audience 
nand for-the web 
; with wdely used 
potions on these 
trainee. 

^MpboCause it 
Navigator. 
Mretijig Microsoft 
§LQS. WitliQibre 


5260 in Mid mid- 1995 to $100 in Aug 
17.81 in April 1998. During die taj 
Netscape executives spent titeir rime dj 
ing the company, mainly by changing^ 
fully Netscape’s Netcenter to a sucqfe 
portal. 

While America Online (AOIjLthe wot 
largest Internet provider and ||&mpa 
built its business on chat roorgffi& tee 
and offers its online user frmlSysen 
even PC "dummies," saw jpeat pefifen 
Netscape and acquired the company. 

After two-months of this acquisition 
er witli Sun Microsystems 
and development deal, die y||lppict 
become much dearer. y 

Analysts all over the wj^Pive bem 
about lots of things co^Oplhg thed$| 
limire ofcomputinffi^deal's 
AOL as an IT provjMBSfid its oveiji^ 


s 


ucts overiappinfflN^ape and othefi 

portals and also^rosoft reso^as. 

Steve Gise^pLs CEO, ^^^'that "Netcenter 
will allow [still jfi$ftiarily consumer- 
fbcusedj, tofflden^f-work^x^^ffig 
will now 

world most access points^J^W’ as portals, 
with aol.com, and its specialized web networks 


ing agreements in aD 

the world’s countries. What deal jjftre 
credibility is Sun Microsyst^^liat die 
match malar that unites ti^bnsum^r^orid of 


using Sun’s JAVA Technology as 
offer AOL services 

•K level of develapmenti by 
building new generations of cheap Internet and 
communications custom devices, which are the 
emerging Internet-based personal and business 


,1 AOL VISIONER, BOB PITTMAN 

r tools, sudi as PDAS (personal Digital Assistants). 

II cell phone, pagers. Wfeb phones, AOL TV and 
li other smart devices. These appliances will 
enable people to use online services as routine- 
s ly as they make a telephone call. Sun’s CIO 
s Scott McNealy calls it "web tone," AOUs Steve 
s Case talks abour "AOL anywhere." Tliese devices 
■j may be dieap enough to be given away to sub- 
scribers. rather like cellular phones, 
if international Data Corp. Expects that informa- 
j tion appliances that access the web will our- 
e number PC shipments by the year 2004. 
e In yet another move aimed at Microsoft, AOL 

and Sun are intent to create tlie "desktop por- 
v ral,” their aim is to replace the Windows 
it Desktop with customized set of features and 
services dial include all the offerings of AOL or 
n Netcenter, data and applications stored on pro- 
[- fessianally managed servers. 

5; AOL will use its strength oil the users desk- 
5- top, its 15 million members. ICQ 30 Million 
r- members . Netscape browser and NeLeenler 36 
e million visitors and registered members, to 
release future versions of them as a desktop 
e poital. For irs strategic goal is to replace 
b Microsoft Windows on tlie multiple computer- 
rl ized devices from cell-phone to NC nncl PC. 
e In^jnplem^vriiig pare of AOUSUN plan, AOL 
L tMt the next version of ICQ will be 

j t ■■CftgQvlliafe^.Pottal a concept of AOL/Sun 

lfi ot * ier move 
(t N«KSpc^Wt«ignals the liirune of the desk- 

» top: a nbwY^j-vice available through its 
Netcenter site&llpws consolations to license 
content, ever^jtjg from news feeds to email 
calendeiirfjyjor use on their own branded 
host, nils Net oppor- 
the next-generation por- 
an integrated back-end 
^^|fi^tmctur«L : atid an integrated front-end. to 
• tru e electronic data Interchange over 


'■*T>ml5pers and corporate customers would 
^(t^this sit^fyflpn, because by using Java they 
can now tmjy%rite t |, e j r pgjpg, once aiK | 
rumt any miert^Miile custom derices makers 
Lftwild b$]?appy% support AOL on their prod- 
ucts, because they will use AOL brand name to 
help them in marketing their products. If AOL 
succeeds to copy Microsoft to PC hegemony, to 
these new realms. AOL will rote tlie whole 
world of e ^jpmmerce, e -business, media and 
^market that could be worth . 
yearS' f j{ b s° AOL would 
next M ffiffirort, bur more domi- 
u^pmated powers. It may use its 
^onTOMVTOmvers to outdo companies In the 
nT inaugJy, just like Microsoft did when it 
forc ed PC producers to include Its Internet 

situation 

may become very dangerous; whosoever con- 
trols those new realms, may control corporate 
customers in other Industries and even die 
worlds' governments. 

H “ WATCH THIS SPACE. Ill- 
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BUSINES 
SCEN 


Ihhvan (AP) — A heavyweight politician who also is a top busi- 
nessman bounced checks Wednesday in a high-profile case that 
shows how the cozy ties between commerce and politics aren’t 
working so smoothly in Taiwan's slowing economy. 

Liu Ping-wei, a newly elected lawmaker and former Hrovindal 
Assembly speaker, bounced checks of 200 million Taiwan dollars 
(U.S. S 6.2 million) ns the Hai Shan business group he heads suffered 
from a properly market slump, 

It is unclear who Liu's creditors arc, but officials said the group 
has outstanding bank loans totalling 5 billion Taiwan dollars (U.S.S 
155 million). Tlie bouncing uf the checks was made public by the 
bankers who processed them. 

Liu’s troubles came after several big conglomerates had gotten 
themselves into serious trouble by investing in the stock market, 
then using shares as collateral tor more loans used to purchase more 
stocks. Several reported huge stocks defaults amid a credit crunch 
and lacklustre market. 

Liu's woes stunned Taiwanese because he has been one of the top 
businessmen who have made great fortunes by building up political 
ties. His financial troubles forced Liu to abandon a bid for deputy 
speaker of the Legislature early this week, which reportedly would 
have required buying votes from undecided lawmakers. 

Yang Tai-shun, a former provincial assemblyman and political sci- 
entist. said most of Taiwan's top 100 enterpr ises have collaborated 
with businesses owned by Taiwan's governing Nationalist Party to 
prop up shares of their companies. 

“In good times. Nationalist Party businesses could easily bail out 
the troubled private firms.” Yang said. "Bur they might hesitate tak- 
ing the measures amid the growing financial turmoil and plunging 
shares." 

Liu is known for his spendthrift style. Newspapers said he once 
earned 30 million liiiwnn dollars (U..S. S 930.000J from brokering a 
land deal and the cash which he placed in his car trunk was gone in 
two muni hs as lie lent the money to any politicians asking for loan?. 

Liu’s troubles triggered a mn in Panhsin Hank, which cased alter 
bank officials clarified Liu is only a small shareholder. 


iiu-u IFMJ im 1=1 *#ldi i l\\ ms 


SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — Prime Minister John Howard said 
Wednesday that Australia's current economy is the bosi he’d expe- 
rienced in his 25 years in public life. 

“We are living in very good economic times, we are living in times 
of very low inflation and of very low interest rates," Huwaid said at 
the opening oi a new pharmaceutical center in his electorate of 
Beunelong. 

"We are living in a time when the Australian economy lias really 
been able to see oil the worst of the Asian economic downturn. 

"Tlie general economic conditions are better than at any time in 
the 25 years I’ve been in federal politics," he said. 

Tlie new pharmaceutical center combines Johnson and Jolinsoa 
Medical and Janssen-Cilag Pharmaceuticals, 

Howard urged other international companies to consider 
Australia as a headquarters in the Asia 




NEW YORK (AP) — Thousands ofhome buyers will have the option 
of owning houses already Installed with the latest computeMiet 
working technology under an alliance announced Tuesday between 
IBM and Bell Atlantic. 

The companies will work with homebuilders to install the equip- 
ment, which lets different computers access the Internet thro# 
one account, exchange files and share the same VCR. . 

The equipment costs homebuyers from $ 1 ,000 to $ 1 0,000. IBM s 
most expensive version, which it calls a "home management systaiv, 
"enables people to operate all their electronics, from security 
terns to kitchen appliances, using a universal remote control; ' j, 

■ Bell Atlantic Communications and Construction Services, a'un^« 
die New York-based telephone company, hps 3,500 workers to wrt 
homes and install the IBM home-networking equipment to.coiin^ 
PCs, TVs and VCRs. ; .V •!.?:, 

IBM has deals vrith home builders elsewhere, but Tbesda$ jsjjf. 
biggest. Bell Atlantic officials said they expect to. nfe|wor|<'abV!| ! 
15,000 homes on the East Coast this year, up from 2,000 last 
when Bell Atlantic used only Its awn home- netwpridrtg 
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BRAZIL: REAL UP, STOC 
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RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) — When 
President Fernando Henrique Cardoso dis- 
missed the Central Bank president and 
replaced him with a former George Soros 
associate, he opted for a market insider in 
efforts to lift Brazil's economy from crisis. 
Until recently, incoming bank chief Arminio 
Fraga worked for the billionaire investor, 
advising him on emerging markets such as 
Brazil's. 

Fraga's appointment Tuesday, replacing 
Francisco Lopes, was the government’s lat- 
est move to halt tlie financial crisis that has 
gripped Brazil and threatens to buffet other 
Latin American economies,”By bringing to 
the Central Bank his experience on the 
other side of the table, he will certainly be 
nn asset for Brazil," Finance Minister Pedro 
Mnlan told Globo News Tliesday evening. 

The appointment was generally well 
received, Brazil’s currency, the real, 
strengthened on the news and while the 
stock market declined, losses were less 
titan might be expected with such a shift. 
During the short-lived bank presidency of 
Lopes, the real had lost more than 40 per- 


cent of its value. 

"The first impression this unexpected 
change may give to die international com- 
munity is one of total chaos." said Jose 
Luciano Dias, a Brasilia-based political ana- 
lyst. "But in a few days It will become clear 
that the change was necessary for Brazil to 
regain its credibility and tlie confidence of 
the international financial community." 
Fraga, who arrived in Brasilia Tuesday after- 
noon. headed straight for the Finance 
Ministry where he met with Malan and 
International Monetary Fund Deputy 
Managing Director Stanley Fischer. 

Malan, Fischer and a team of 
International Monetary Fund economists 
spent much oflliesday reviewing the terms 
of a dlrs 41.5 billion IMF-led aid package 
finalized Inst November in light of Brazil’s 
currency devaluation. 

In announcing the switch, the govern- 
ment took pains to say (hat the foreign 
exchange policy initiated by Lopes just 
three weeks ago would remain in place. 

Senate President Antonio Curios 
Magalliaes threw his support behind the 


THAILAND'S UPHILL STRUGGLES 


if,-' yi 


TOKY6, (Af^)%^NIrieteen 'months afte'r the Asian financial crisis first reared its head in 
Thailand, the region is still in the .dark about when, how and if it will recover, aualysts 
sajd! Even if ‘ecQnomicdndicators point to a return of some growth, notably in South 
Korea arid Thailand, the, highest hurdles have yel to be cleared, experts warn, pointing 
to reform of tiie flnahclal system, restoration of domestic confidence, and winning back- 
foreign' capital,. The former Thai finance minister and rice premier, Virabongsa 
Ramangkura, iald that Jijs country was an example of the region’s problems, adding he 
was ’’pessimistic '‘at the moment, or, at least less optimistic than people outside the 
region,- 4 ;. ' • 
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nomination. 

"He, more than anyone else, undersi antis 
(he actions of speculators and will Ire* ablc- 
tn stop their criminal actions," Magalliaes 
told reporters in Brasilia. 

Even with the support. Fraga has no easy 
task ahead of him. 

"Fraga's nomination doesn't mean that 
all or Brazil's problems are solved," said 
Marceio Gtiterman, fund manager with 
Lloyd's Asset Management. "We need new 
direction, the IMF accord is being reviewed 
and if the policies are bad, no one man will 
hold it together." 

And opposition politicians criticized 
Fraga's proximity to Soros. 

"Brazil has Just handed over the Central 
Bank to one of the biggest speculators in 
the world," leftist -Workers’ Party president 
Jose IJirceii told reporters in lliasiiia. I he 
government has taken pains to si i ess (U,u 
Fraga is no longer associated with Solus. 
Fraga was a managing direct or .it Soros 
Fund M.iiiogcmeiit, a private New Yoik- 
based investment management firm, where 
his main responsibility was investing strate- 
gies for emerging markets. Earlier lie 
worked for New York- based Salomon 
brothers and Rin De Janeiro’s It, men 
Garatuia. 

fie also taught at Columbia University’s 
School of Intel iiiilion.il .mri Public Adairs 
and other universities in the United States 
and Brazil. 

In the iMity 1990s. I raga served as the 
Central Bank’s director of inter national 
affairs and was involved in earlier negotia- 
tions with the IMF. 

Until he is confirmed. Demosthenes 
Madureira de Pinlin Neto ul the Central 
Bank will serve .is interim president. 
Pending continual iun, fraga will serve js a 
special advisor to Malan. 
maawKt.KiBUB swam *»?**.»«. flaw? 


SIESTA BACK IN BUSINESS 


Madrid (dpa) — Spaniard Federico Nusquets lias found a profitable 
business; selling sleep. Hundreds of businessmen and other city 
dwellers who arc too busy to go home for the traditional after- 
noon siesta have already napped at Bu septet's 30 massage parlours 
in Barcelona and Madrid.Half an hour's nap in a reclining chair 
costs 500 pesetas (3.5 dollars), explained Marina F.gea of the 
Barcelona company Masajes.lf the nap is preceded by a brief mas- 
sage, the price rises to 1.000 pesetas. 

"I noticed businessmen sleeping badly in iheir cars while wait- 
ing to go back to the office," says Bosquets, whose clients also 
include taxi drivers exhausted by traffic jams and students coming 
to nap during exam breaks. 

Scientists say Busquets is on the right track. Tlie Spanish tradi- 
tion of the siesta is indeed back in fashion, with researchers in 
other countries raking an increasing interest in it, according to 
press reports .Pass through a southern Spanish village on a swel- 
tering siuumer afternoon and there will be nobody in sight. Most 
people are napping, some slumped on sofas and others comfort- 
ably in bed. Hut the modern life has taken its toll and it is now esti- 
mated that only around 20 per cent «»f Spaniards regularly have 
siest,i>. 

Kesi , ari)iei> say the custom should lu* revived bemuse, as sleep 
expert liduard Esrivil] puts it. "om brain needs icsi twice a day, at 
night and between iivu and lour o'clock in (lie iilleiiumii.” Other 
evpcilK stress t 1i.il eating lunch tires tire aigaitisni and makes us 
sleepy. "Having a siesta will help you work mou* effectively during 
the rest of the day.” says heart disease expert Enrique Asin Cardie l 
who emphasizes that There are hardly any doubts about the 
advantages of the siesta". Studies show that in tlie case of people 
witli heart problems, tlie relaxation piovulv-d by siestas can even 
lengthen their lives.Noithein Europeans who usually combat after- 
noon Miigue with col fee <>r tea an* taking an increasing interest in 
the siesta, a custom which they often lake luck home after holi- 
days in Spain, according to press reports. Moss', then, should it be 
done? At IJusi|iict\ massjge parlours, the nap is inken m a reclin- 
ing massage chair which supports tlie sleeper’s head, shoulders 
arid back. Tlie lights are dim, and soft music lulls the client to 
sleep. Some Spaniards even put on their pyjamas and climb into 
bed. Hm. wherever you nap. experts say the siesta should never be 
used to make up for sleep lost during tlie night, and it shuuld mu 
exceed 20 mi mile* in order not to perturb the body’s natural 
rhytlini.'TI you sleep for longer than that, you will wake up in a bad 
mood" 


A COOL CHARACTER 


W ith an MBA from 
France’s prestigious 
management school 
Insead, Jeremy Ben-David could 
have settled for a cushy Job in 
consultancy or investment 
banking. But, he says 
simply:"it’s not me.” 

Instead, his project for a 
course on entrepreneurship - 
"if you can teach such a thing" - 
became the blueprint for his 
young business, Water logic. 

London-based Waterlogic 
started out as a distributor, 
then a manufacture ofpolnt- 
of-use" waterlogic dispensers, 
which filter tap water instead 
of requiring heavy bottles that 
need replacing. Six years later, 
Waterlogic exports to 25 coun- 
tries across Europe and the US. 
Last year's profit was £150,000. 
and this year’s target of 
£250,000 to £300,000 is within 
reach. 

It was hard going at first. 
"The business plan didn't go 
quite as planned." Says the 35- 


year-old Ben David. The home 
market was slow to take off’ 
and although the office side 
was more promising, the 
machines were unreliable. 

In 1994, Ben-David decided 
to make his own dispensers. It 
was, he says, ‘‘a brave decision. 
We were a tiny company, we 
were losing money on the mar- 
keting side arid we wanted to 
manufacture." Nevertheless he 
raised the capital from friends 
and private investors, and set 
up a factory in South Korea 
with his long-time friend C H 
Lee as partner. 

He is clearly proud of the 
design that went Into 
Waterloglc’s dispensers, and Is 
outspoken about the bottled 
water industry that he rivals, 
"Without being too extreme, I 
think that the bottled waster 
industry is one of the biggest 
cons," he says. "We’re in tlie 
internet age, yet we’re deliver-; 
ing bottles in trucks. It’s almost 
the same as camels delivering It 


from the well back in the mid- 
dle ages." 

He’s convinced that 
Waterlogic has bottles water 
distributors running scared, bur 
quickly adds: "I don't want to 
sound as if we're really denting 
the market - we’re not. We’re 
tiny.” 

Growth plans are already in 
motion: Ben-David is targeting 
the US market by setting up in 
Mexico, and is looking at Brazil, 
too. In Europe, he says, the 
rental business and domestic 
market need developing. This 
year’s profits will be reinvested: 
"I want to look at the long- 
term. not (his constant chasing 
of quarterly profits ■ which 
would be wrong at our stage of 
development." he says, 

He never regrets his decision 
to strike out on his own-, "l love 
it. For me there's my family 
and there’s the' business and 
that’s pretty much it. I'm never 
jealous of my friends who are in 
the corporates. Never, ever." ’ 



JIMMY BIN - DAVID 
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k- '- it’s riottori WjtQ-if y 
to proteityourself -fro m ' ■ 
the flu hug. An annual 
fta shot: may lessen the 
severity of the vims or. 
prevent you from get- 
ting ir altogether; J : lu 
shots - are especially 

- important for seniors. 

: and all those who suffer 
from- ghronlc illness. 
Many people assume 
that If they've 'had a flu 
shot last year, they’re 
good for life, or at least, 
for a few years. 
Unfortunately, new 
strains of the flu virus 
appear each year. So a 
specific vaccination 
needs to be prepared 
and adjusted according- 
ly. It's best to arm your- 
self against the flu each 
year. 

Occasionally, some- 
one may have a reaction 
to a flu vaccination. 
Reactions range from 
slight soreness in the 
arm to mild flu-like 
symptoms, such as 
aches. These reactions, 
however, are rare. Most 
people experience no 
adverse reaction unless 
they are allergic to eggs. 
If you are allergic to 
eggs, don’t get a flu 
shot. 

If you do fall victim to 
the flu this winter, the 
two most important 
things to remember are: 
rest and fluids. Very lit- 
tle dehydrates the body 
faster than flu symptoms 
such as vomiting and 
diarrhea. It’s important 
to drink plenty of water. 
Some over-the-counter 
products may help 
reduce the symptoms as 
well. Check with your 
doctor or pharmacist. 



O pen your refrigerator at 
once. Do you see the 
colours yellow, orange 
and green? If not, watch out! 
Vitamin C Is missing. 

"A well-balanced, diet must 
contain all the necessary vita- 
mins, including vitamin C, 
which is a water-soluble vita- 
min," said Hanan Abu Nada, a 
physician, stressing the fact 
that many cooking methods 
eliminate this vitamin from our 
diet. 

"Vitamin C (ascorbic acid> is 
very easily destroyed by heat. 
That is why traditional methods 
of cooking at high tempera- 
tures eliminate the vitamin 
front the diet," explained Abu 
Nada. 

The value of vitamin C is seen 
by its effects on protecting the 
health, ensuring proper growth 
in children and assisting in the 
forinarion and maintenance of 
collagen, hormones, blood 
cells, nervous system chemicals 
and genetic material. It is 
required by the body in small 
amounts set by the Food and 
Nutrition Board of the U.S 
National Research Council that 
has published Recommended 
Dierary Allowances (RDA) for 
vitamins and all other nutrients. 

"The recommended intake of 
vitamin C is 30-60 milligrams 


by NOURAWAZAN1 

per decilitre (mg/dl),” noted 
Abu Nada, adding that Scurvy is 
the classic manifestation of 
severe ascorbic acid deficiency. 

‘‘Symptoms of Scurvy are due 
to the loss of the cementing 
action of collagen and include 
loosening of teeth, cellular 
changes in the long bones or 
children, and the delayed heal- 
ing of wounds,' 1 explained Abu 
Nada. 

On the other hand, there are 
certain cases where the body 
requires more than the recom- 
mended intake of vitamin C. 

"Trauma, surgery, burns, 
infections, smoking and drugs, 
such as aspirin, increase the 
requirement for vitamin C," said 
Abu Nada. 

Despite the common belief 
that vitamin C has no side 
effects, Abu Nada said that 
“although unused vitamin C is 
quickly excreted in the urine, 
large and prolonged doses 
exceeding 60 mg/dl result in the 
formation of bladder and kid- ‘ 
ney stones, interfere with the 
effects of blood-thinning drugs, 
desrroy vitamin B 12, and cause 
the loss of calcium from bones." 

Meanwhile, assertions that 
massive doses of vitamin C pre- 
vent influenza and cold have 
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not been conclusive. 

Sana'a Haddad, a nuclear 
pharmacist, noted that "people 
are subject to different symp- 
toms of influenza and cold, 
such as the sudden onset of 
fever, headache and the aching 
of joints and muscles." 

“We usually treat the symp- 
toms of cold or influenza, but 
not the virus itself. A cure has 
yet to be found," added 
Haddad. 

Sources of vitamin C include 
citrus fruits (orange, lemon, 
calamondin), fresh strawber- 
ries, berries, guava, tomato, 
cabbage, broccoli, kale, pepper, 


CHOCOLATE CHERRY 
TUNNEL CAKE 


Yield* 16 servings 

1 3/4 cups unbleached flour 
3/4 cup oat bran 
t 1/3 cups sugar 
. 1/2 cup cocoa powder 
I 1/2 reaspoons baking soda 
\f% teaspoon salt 

1 1/4 cups nn fat buttermilk 
3 tablespoons vegetable oil 

2 egg whites, lightly beaten 
I teaspoon vanilla extract 

Pilling , 

1 1/4 cups canned cherrv.p8 

®I«M 


ly touched, and a wooden toothpick inserted 
near the sides of the cake conies out clean. Cool 
the cake in the pan for 40 minutes, Then invert 
onto a wire rack, and cool to room temperature. 

4. To make the glaze, combine the confection- 
...er’s sugar, inilk, and almond extract in a small 
^*^^9 W I, and stir until smooth. Transfer the cake to 
4%^W/- ving P' atter a,, d spoon the glaze over the 
the cake sit r ° r at ,east 15 minutes, 
glaze to harden, before slicing and 

(P« r *®rvlng) 


Pill! * (per •• rv,n W 

1 1/4 cups canned 

*!<»• 

1/3 cup of confectionefiCSftj^i^ 

1 1/2 teaspoons skim 

1/2 teaspoon almond extract%.i^ 

1 . combine the flour, oat bran, st ^c^pa;->^9JKrih|Hjn^C r ot In Half 

baking soda and salt in a large bowl, the fat in your baked goods, replace 

mix well. Add the buttermilk, oil, egg white^a^^j^feutter, margarine, or other solid shortening 
vanilla extract and stir to mix well. y^m^cakes. muffins, quick breads, cookies, and 

2. Coot a 12-cup bundt pan with non stick Mother treats with half as much oil. Bake as usual, 

cooking spray and spread the batter evenly in the checking the product fordoneness a few minutes 

pan. Spoon the cherry filling in a ring over the before the end of the usual baking time. This 

centre of the batter. (As the cake bakes, the filling technique makes it possible to produce moist 

will sink into the batter.) and tender cakes, breads, and biscuits; crisp 

3. Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for about 40 cookies and tender pie crusts - all with half die 

minutes, or until the top springs back when light- original fat. 


1/2 teaspoon almond extract' 


green pepper, and turnips. 

However, foods are not our 
only source of vitamin C. Some 
people prefer to take vitamin C 
in the form of tablets or pow- 
der. 

"Should rhe physician ho 
unable to persuade the patient 
to eat fruits and vegetables, vit- 
amin C supplements are the 
other choice,” explained Abu 
Nada. 

The physician added that 
“people who are suffering from 
disorders that prevent normal 
absorption of nutrients may 
need vitamin supplements to 
reinforce their metabolism." 

“Chewable vitamin C supple- 


ments are more effective. But, 
the effervescent type is better 
utilised by the body," explained yA 
Haddad. 

Scientists are recommending 
that individuals consume a daily 
diet that combines a variety of 
foods, avoids excess fat, con- 
tains starch and fibre, and limits 
sugar and sodium. Following 
such a dietary lifestyle will limit 
the use of medication and other 
medical supplements. 

Treat yourself to a glass of 
orange juice, or eat green pep- 
per at breakfast. Arm yourself 
with vitamin C, and enjoy a 
healthy body. 


TIP OF THE DAY 



RANA ASFOtlR 


r, -v.vir-n ••• - ••• j • . i 

Health editor 


Always try something new: 
food, exercise or a recipe. If you 
love it, make a deposit into 
your lifestyle bank. The wealthy 
ier it is, the easier it is to 
tain. Remember, you can ^flf 
draw only if you make deposits 
And, remember, succ^^-Kj^^ 
Journey, ? not v a •destirtdtfSri| 
Weight loss is a proc^sisife^^ 
jfcfirig port . of the ; ? pro(^ 
marine vmi »<: riv a- ciis-raaH 
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A BRIEF LOOK 


A FEMALE 


3 AN ESKIMO CANOE 
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PEEUEWil OT @G^ [MOTS 

Pour out a can of mixed nuts. Put the 
Brazil nuts (they’re the biggest ones) back 
in the can. Add the remaining nuts, put 
the lid on and shake. 

THE RESULT? 

The heavier Brazil nuts 
rise to the top! Why? 

Shaking the can creates 
little air pockets between 
nuts. Little nuts fall 
into the pockets 
and push the big 
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KIDCHEF 

KITCHEN 


Bears are hibernating 
in this word 
hunt! Find , 

them. ft 




BLACK 

BROWN 

CAVE 

GRIZZLY 

HONEY 

KOALA 

PANDA 

POLAR 

“SMOKBYy 

TEDDY l 
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Moderato 
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TWINKLE, TWINKLE, 
LITTLE STAR 


Twin-kiujlv lii-lilii I lil- tl>* jilar, 


liuw wn^.dnr wliat yon ui-u* Up n - bovcj I ho I wnrlil mi , 


lilfii a •liA'iiiciwI I in Hiii shy, Tvriii -klit, LwIii.kJc lit - tin star, 
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HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED: 

1/2 cup unsalted butter 
1 cup sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract _ 

2 large eggs 

2 ounces unsweetened chocolate 
3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon salt 

HERE ARE 3 WAYS TO MELT THE CHOCOLATE: 

1 . Melt the chocolate squares In the top of a double boil- 
er over simmering water. 

2. Or put the chocolate squares into heat-proof glass 
dish, then cover the dish and heat in the microwave for 
2 minutes at low heat. Then stir gently. 

3. Put the chocolate squares into a small custered cup 
and leave the cup in bowl of hot water until the squares 
melt. 

HERE’S WHAT YOU DO NEXT: 

1 . Preheat oven to 350F or 1 80C 

2. With an electric mixer, beat butter and sugar. Add 
vanilla extract, eggs, and melted chocolate. Mix well. 

3. In a separate bowl, stir together flour, baking powder, , 
and salt. Add to the batter, and mix well with the electric 
mixer. 

4. Butter an 8-inch square baking pan.' Spread the batter 
Into the pan. 

5. Bake for 30 minutes. 

NOW YOU HAVE 24 WARM BROWNIES 
LET THEM COOL BEFORE EATING. 


SWAP 1 * *>RUO |i|Mis BABY HIV INFECTION 


CHICAGO. {RJ — AIDS experts 
say they have discovered fresh evi- 
dence that a simple and relatively 
inexpensive course of just a few 
drugs can reduce the risk that 
HIV-infected mothers will pass on 
the virus to their new-borns. 

Tests conducted in Africa 
showed that women infected with 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, 
who were given just a few 
doses of the drugs AZT and 3TC 
were 37 percent less likely to pass 
on the virus to their babies than 
other HIV-infected 
women. 

It was' the second trial to show 
that a short course of drug therapy 


can help prevent^^"*™***** 

transmission of the 

AIDS virus to babies. Previous work 
indicated that giving AZT alone also 
can help protect infants. 

Both drugs are made and sold in 
a combined pill called 
Combivir by Glaxo-Wellcome Plc„ 
which has promised to make the 
drugs available more cheaply in 
developing countries. 

An estimated 600,000 babies 
are infected every year with the 
virus, either at birth or during 
breast-feeding. 

Reporting to a scientific confer- 
ence on AIDS in Chicago. 

Dr. Joseph Saba of the United 


By Maggie Fox Natiom AIDS P">- 

° gramme (UNAIDS) 

said tests on more than 1300 
women in Uganda and elsewhere in 
Africa showed women given a pill 
containing AZT and 3TC twice a 
day, starting one week before their 
babies' due dates, passed on the 
virus to their babies 8. 1 percent of 
the time. 

Women given the drugs four 
weeks before giving birth infected 
their babies 6.8 percent of the 
time, Saba said. Women who were 
given a placebo transmitted the 
virus 17 percent or the rime, lie 
said. 

The rates were similar to I huso 


ANTIOXIDANTS FOR SLOWING “ , 

AOINOi ByL 

Contrary ro what Juan Ponce de Leon thought when he 
searched for it in the 16th century, the fountain of youth 
is made of anrioxidants, not water, and it's easier to find 
than the famed explorer thought. At least that's what a 
study in the American Journal of Physiology implies. 
Christiaan Leeuwenburgh (Loo'when-burg), a professor in 
the University of Florida's College of Health and Human 
Performance, found that antioxidant intervention - which 
can come from talcing vitamin supplements or from a 
steady routine of exercise - can slow parts of the aging 
process. "Our most significant finding was that antioxi- 
dant intervention slows down basal skeletal muscle oxi- 
dation, which causes the body to age,” Leeuwenluirgh 
said. "This is the first evidence of this.” 


PET SCANS FOR BSOPHAGBAL CANCIRi 

University of Pittsbuigh Medical Center researchers said OENETIC LINK TO 8 MOKINO: 
at the Society of Thoracic Surgeons Annual Meeting in San . , , lV . , , 

Antonio that PET scanning plays a role in staging Qntttmg smokhg can be d.Ui for some and Minos, 
esophageal cancer. PET stands for positron emission impossible for others. The reasm. - your genes. Research 
tomography. PET scanning may be superior to conven- sl ‘ ows a certain S eue can make . I,1e ll ' nerence as 10 
donal imaging in staging esophageal cancer, especially in whether someone will start smoking and then become 
the detection of the spread of cancer to distant sites, the addicted to the nicotine, (u two studies featured in the 
scientists say. Between July 1995 and August I998.doc- American Psychological Association's journal Health 
tors collected 100 consecutive PET scans in 91 patients Psychology, researchers found people carrying a particular 
with esophageal cancer referred for surgery and com- version of the dopamine transporter gene (SJ.C6A3-9) are 
pared them to computerized tomography, or CT, films and ^55 likely to start smoking before the age of 16 and are 
bone scans. "When compared to PET scanning. CT scan- more ]j]cely to be able to quit smoking if they start, 
ning is less likely to detect metastases and more likely to psychologist Caryn Lerman of the Georgetown University 


By LIDIA WASOWICZ folk,a « llcs rt ‘l u,rl ijl N > mire ' 

RiutcchnuUigy they have tinned ,i 

e[) j ie human neui.il stem cell. The news is 

youth bnportanl because this was one of the r.ue limes th.ii die 
o find human stcm cell was idem 'died in a solid oig.ni. Mu iv«*ve r, 
'hat a researchers continued that tin* hum, m tells held tin* 
iplies SAme P otcnt '‘^ f° r future therapies as tli.n established lor 
sor in *l ,e ' r rodent cuunteiparls. Snyder said ,u the annual nieei- 
ing of the American Association lor the Advm item cut ol 
■vlikli Scicnoe in Au^u-'i'u. Calif., that the study validates a 
om'fl decade’s worth of research into the tell biology n| hum 
aem* development in mice. It also mows cm rent attempts at 
itbxh l,arncssil, S ncv ral stem cells lor the treat me nl ol human 
» oxi- disc,1SL ‘ 0lll? ste l > c l° sor 10 roaluy. Cnmlirioib ranging limn 
‘ . inherited nourogenefic defects, such as lay-Saclis disease. 

8 to birth-related oxygen deprivation, spinal mrcl damage 
and brain cancer could one day he treated with neural 
stem cells. Snyder says. 


detect spots that are not cancer," said Dr. James Luketich, 
assistant professor of surgery. 

STIM CELLS FOR RISKED I NO DAMAGED 
BRAIN: 

Evan Snyder, assistant professor of neurology at 
Children's Hospital and Harvard Medical School, and his 


Medical Center in Washington and her colleagues found a 
link exists between smoking behavior and the gene. In the 
second study, Dean Hamer of the National Cancer 
institute in Bethcsda, Md., and his colleagues found the 
gene was associated with certain personality characteris- 
tics that influenced a person's susceptibility' of being able 
to start and stop smoking. 


in a study conducted last year in 
which women in Thailand were 
given AZT alone. 

“Now we may be able to help 
women protect their babies, even if 
they do not come tu n hospital or 
clinic until very late in pregnancy," 
Dr. Peter Pint, executive director of 
UNAIDS, said In a statement. 

In developed countries, the 
standard %vay tu prevent the trans- 
mission of HIV is for mothers lo 
take drugs for at least 10 weeks 
before birth, to receive the anti- 
AIDS drugs intravenously during 
labour aiul delivery, and lot the 
h.ihy ( o he given the drugs for six 
weeks a lie i hiith. 

A IJ.S. study l.isi week showed 
that women who were given AZT 
.uul who delivered t hoi i babies by 
rartnirrill section hail an even 
lower luu is mission talc. 

lilit (lie methods used in devel- 
oped nations are expensive and 
iiiipniclic.il in poorer commies, 
wlu-ie even clean w.itei ian he a 
lu.Miiy So UNAIUS lias been testing 
simple! and cheapei wavs «*1 pm- 
vuliug drug doses. 

I lie .sillily. icIrUM'd <m Monday, 
followed tin* children for jusi si\ 
weeks jflei hiith ami did not 
address the issue ot In east deeding, 
h'lttin.s know the vims tan he 
passed on through breast milk, but 
in developing tummies women 
often do imi have the option ol giv- 
ing theii babies formula. 

Hut .mol lie i s-lutly released oil 
luebday indii.itcd that the drugs 
can work even if the mothers do 
breast-feed their babies. 

Francois Dabis and colleagues 
at the University ol Bordeaux in 
France tested 41)0 women in West 
Africa, hall of whom were given 
AZT twice a day during their last 
two weeks of pregnancy, during 
labour and tor a week afterward, 
and half of whom received place- 
bos. 

None of the babies was given 
the drug and by the age of six 
months, 88 percent of the babies 
were still being breast-fed in both 
groups. 

Only 18.5 percent of the babies 
whose mothers got AZT developed 
HIV infection, while 27.5 percent of 
the babies in the placebo group 
did. Nonetheless, Dabis cold the 
meeting, it is clear that breast-feed- 
ing can pass on the virus. 


Df. Nawtir Biltaii, Consultant. Radio log! si ■ 
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*DBAR DR. OOTTt TInm 
weeks ago, I had a surgical 
excision ol a basal ceH carci- 
noma on my forehead. The 
o p e r a t i on was perform ed 
by a plastic surgeon who 
fold me ho "got H afl. H 
When I looked in Hto mirror, 
however, I was s h ocked! I 
have an Inds-wMo crater 
that b hideous and deep. 
The doctor says nothing can 
be done. I was not Informed 
of this consequence prior to 
surgery. Therefore, I fed 
emotionally devastated and 
imgiy. ! want to sue. What 
options do I have? 

-I >I!AK KI‘A! H-K: Hiis; is ,i « lassie uisc 
of i nist. oini i it ii ik.it km iiml mi realistic 
cxpivi, iluins Let's kick up .uni 
review Hu- siui.iliuii step by step. 

Vnu kid .i skin miner on ymir 
fnivlit-.id tli.it needed in he 
Kill* Aril. YuiipinpeilVMillgiil "III .ill 
fX|n-iiciuid pListu: sttigiMii tu ik* 
lire* job. I .im 'lire* lluil In* ml'unmxl 
you ul I lie li.ks .ii id poy.iMc ii'iupll 
i.itiuiis n| lire* piociiliirv. It nut, (he 
mii go >ii \y.is in tin.' uii .ii;:. Ii wjs n«>t 
pnssihlf, li.iv\L-vvr, Inr liim hi c-ti 
in, ire the ••MuH i.f tire* iinisiuii; ili it 
ilcusiun itmtd only he iii.kIc .it the 
tiniv lie w.n opcTiiting. Mu* u.idi- 
tmii.il ,i| ’pi * 1 . 11.11 is tu ivim ivc lire* • .in 
us . 111*1 ilhxl. ill*.* skin kndvis to 
m.ikv cciiiiin ili.it n«j m.ihjjinnt veils 
fell Mill It mniiiKopiC .nulssis nidi 
c.Uvs tli. it die huulvrs .ire* mil 
"ik\in." more t issue is ivnioml. and 
the pH *«\lmv ctammivs uunl tlw 
surge, m is .ihsuliuely|v>sithv* tint all 
the i. ulcerous i issue has liven climi 
nalvd Bvcausv skin cancels tend tn 
bum w dec-|i in the skin, out of sight, 
the .uiKiunt of tissue removed may 
be- three or four limes the size of the 
cancer itself Again, this is standaid 
practice and most suigeons don’t 
even think mice about it. 

Yours should have. 

This is where the miscommuniai- 
tiuit and expectation problems enter 
die picture. You were expecting a 
dean, small, neat, confined, superii- 
dal wound. ^Vroitg. Tlie surgeon 
should have explained that the 
wound might look quite awful and 
would almost cenainjy be larger and 
deeper titan you expected. In short, 
he was remiss in not preparing you. 
Afterwards, he compounded the 
error by not giving you hope that die 
disfiguring surgery could, indeed, by 
treated by skin grafting. >t*u see, 
once tlie cancer was removed — 
even though it left a “crater" — fur- 
llicr recnitstnicrive surgeiy is cer- 
tainly an option. And that oi«ion cer- 
tainty Is preferable to a lawsuit. 

From your point of view, tite oper- 
ntion was a qualified success. Your 
cancer is gone, thank Heaven, for 
that you should be tliankfuL Now, 
with an anliude of gratefltl opti- 
mism, yuu must carry on witli ait 
additional procedure dint will mird- 
rnize the defect, tf your sulgcon 
won’t correct the sin ration ■ — after 
an appropriat e interval tpal tow heaF. 
htg — find une who will. 
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US JURY AWARDS $107M 
IN DAMAGES OVER 
ANTI-ABORTION WEB SITE 
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PORTLAND (AP) — Abortion foes who cre- 
ated "wanted" posters and a Web site list- 
ing the names and addresses of “baby 
butchers" were ordered to pay SI 07 million 
in damages by a federal jury that said the 
tactics amounted to illegal threats. 

Planned Parenthood, several abortion doc- 
tors and a clinic had sued the activists 
under the U.S. racketeering statute and a 
1994 federal law that makes it illegal to 
incite violence against abortion doctors or 
their patients. 

Unlike previous cases brought under the 
1994 law, this one did not involve any phys- 
ical confrontations or explicit threats. 
Because of that, the anti-abortion activists 
contended the Internet site and the posters 
were protected by the First Amendment. 
The jury saw the posters for what they are 
a hit list for terrorists," Gloria Feldt, pres- 
ident of Planned Parenthood, said Tuesday. 
Yet within minutes of Tuesday's verdict, 
constitutional experts said it went too far 
and defendants said they would appeal, 
calling it a threat to constitutionally pro- 
tected political speech. 

It's really just a statement from the court 
that says. ‘Please shut up'," said defendant 
Michael Bray. "It's an obscene assault upon 
the right to free speech. It says that when 
abortionist cries out that lie feels fright- 
ened by the speech of others, that the 
speakers should shut their mouths." 

The jury took 4 \/2 days to reach its verdict, 


which consisted of S 106.5 million in puni- 
tive damages and S500.000 in compensato- 
ry damages. As part of the tight security 
surrounding the case, the judge said the 
names of the eight jurors will never be 
made public. 

Some of the defendants, who included 
more than a dozen individuals and two 
anti-abortion organizations, said they 
would not alter their tactics. And they said 
the other side will be hard-pressed to col- 
lect because they have transferred their 
assets to make themselves “judgment- 
proof." 

“This is a moral and constitutional out- 
rage." said one of the defendants, 
Catherine Ramey. "There is no threat and 
they knew it. We use picket signs -they use 
the courts." 

At issue was a Web site called "The 
Nuremberg Files," which lists hundreds of 
abortion doctors accused of committing 
"crimes against humanity" and invites rend- 
ers to send in doctors' addresses, license 
plate numbers and the names of their chil- 
dren. When three doctors were killed, their 
names were crossed off like items on a gro- 
cery list. 

Simitar Wild West-style posters were hand- 
ed out at rallies and in abortion doctors’ 
neighborhoods, offering a $5,000 reward 
for information about a “Deadly Dozen" 
doctors. 

During the three-week trial, abortion doc- 


tors on the list testified that they lived b 
constant fear, used disguises, bodyguards 
and bulletproof vests, and instructed their 
children to crouch in the bathroom if they 
heard gunfire. 

"I don't think the fear is going to go aw# 
James Ncwhnll, a Portland abortion doctor 
and one of the plaintiffs, said after the ver- 
dict. “But this is a loud and dear message 
that we will not tolerate domestic terror- 
ism.” 

The defendants maintained they were sim- 
ply political protesters collecting data on 
doctors in hopes of one day putting them 
on trial as Nazi war criminals were at 
Nuremberg. And they stressed that the 
materials contained no direct threats. 

The plaintiffs now want an injunction shut- 
ting down the Web site. 

Herman Schwartz, a constitutional expert 
at American University in Washington, said 
the verdict goes too far. 

"We haven't really reached the stage in free 
speech that merely saying things without 
the likelihood that they'll be acted on soon 
amounts to a threat, a real threat" he said. 
"The anti-abortion people have been saying 
these kinds of things for years. This tall 
that they’re murderers, that they’re mass 
murderers even, is protected speech. We'tt 
very solicitous of speech, even the speech 
we hate.” 


RUSSIA ADMITS IT NEEDS $3 BILLION 
TO FIGHT MILLENNIUM BUG 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia con- 
ceded Wednesday it needs up 
to S3 billion to tackle the Year 
2000 computer glitch — six 
times the original estimate — 
and appealed to the United 
States to help fix computers 
which control stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons. 

Overwhelmed with debts to 
pensioners and foreign credi- 
tors, Russia's government has 
long played down the cost and 
urgency of confronting the so- 
called “millennium bug,” 
which could destabilize com- 
puter systems that control 
Russia's nuclear arsenal, the 
world's second largest. 

The cost is staggering in a 
country so broke that its draft 
budget for this year foresees 
just 521 billion In revenues. 

Last year, officials estimated 
they would need 5500 million 
to mnke sure older computers 
do not recognize the new dou- 
ble-zero date as 1900 rather 
than 2000. which could make 
systems go haywire. 

But the old. sum was 
announced before a thorough 
review of the problem, said 


Alexander Krupnov, chairman 
of Russia’s Central 
Telecommunications 
Commission, which is coordi- 
nating the country's work on 
the millennium bug. 

After the first extensive 
study of government agencies 
facing potential computer fail- 
ures - those that control mili- 
tary bases, oil pipelines and 
airporrs — Krupnov upped the 
estimate Wednesday to $2 bil- 
lion or 3 billion. 

And with just 330 days to go 


before the changeover, 
Krupnov said each agency was 
responsible for finding funds 
to solve the problem. 

“These agencies have 
already done half their jobs, 
they’ve counted out how 
much" money they’ll need, he 
told a news conference. "Now 
they’re seeking their own 
sources of financing." 

He made no suggestions 
about where the cash might 
come from, but he did appeal 
to NATO and the U.S. Defense 


Department to consult with 
Russia on the problem. 

Russia wants to "speak the 
same language" as the U.S. 
Defense Department and 
NATO, he said. 

Russia has already agreed to 
allow NATO experts to investi- 
gate the potential danger to 
Russian weapons systems from 
the glitch. While an errant 
missile launch brought on by a 
computer clock failure would 
be highly unlikely, computer 
snags could sabotage related 
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systems, such as radar and 
telecommunications networks. 

Krupnov would not say how 
much money the Defense 
Ministry needs for the Year 
2000 problem, but said the 
energy sector needs a hefty 
chunk - $160 million. 

A key task will be keeping 
heating systems functioning 
across this vast, northern 
country next Jan. 1, he said. 

He also warned that the 
widespread use of pirated 
software in Russia could 
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threaten many computer sy* 
tents. 

Still, many analysts 
Russia won’t be as badly dim 
aged by the millennium bugs 
countries like the Unlt« 
States because Russia has to 
fewer computers and a 
overall level of technology- ( 

While Krupnov Insisted tW. 
his commission was dolj1| 
everything It could, he s* ’■ 
"Who knows If the country 
will he ready. ... I can’t give ^ ,- 
guarantees." . 
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(ARABIZED WEB MAIL TREND 
PROMISES REAL SOLUTIO 


Now is the right time for Arabic e-mail!!;! The 
Internet has iust started here — Samih Toukan 


I f your e-mail is destined to a 
person with little or no English 
language skills, worry no more. 
It is now possible to communicate 
electronically in Arabic. 

Business Optimization 

Consultants (BOC), a Jordanian 
based web developers, Arabian 
Advanced Systems (ASS), a Saudi 
on-line service provider (OSP) and 
internet service provider (ISP), and 
Engineering Graphical Solutions 
inc (EGS) an American web devel- 
opers separately introduced web- 
based e-mail services that allow 
users to send and receive messages 
in both, Arabic anti English. 

Similar to HotMail, MailCity, 
four 1 1 . and other Latin web-based 
e-mail services, EGS’s Ayna mail 
(http;//bareed. aynn.com), BOC’s 
Maktoob (www.makioob.com). and 
ASS’s Naseej web mail 
(www.naseej.com), offer free e- 
niai) accounts. 

Activating an account on any of 
the three’s web mail services, 
requires an Internet connection, an 
Arabic-enabled operating system 
such as Arabize d/Arabic-enabled 
Microsoft Windows. Arabized Mac 
OS or the installation of an Arabic 
language kit on Latin Mac OS along 
with any Java enabled browser. 

A user who does not have Arabic- 
enabled operating systems can use 
software like Sindbad 
Communicator from Sakhr, which 
allows browsing sites with Arabic 
in text format. 

But "downloading Sakhr’s 
Sindbad is not convenient for 
users, says Samih Toukan, manag- 
ing partner at BOC, adding that in 
the future BOC plans to make 
Maktoob cross platform and oper- 
ating system independent. 

We will not only depend on 
Sakhr [orj Microsoft Arabic- 
enabled versions of Internet 
Explorer |IE|, we will introduce our 
own features like Java applets to 
make it easier for the user to send 
and receive e-mail," ASS’s market- 
ing manager, Turki Toami, told the 
Arab Daily in a telephone inter- 
view. 

According to Toukan, BOC is 
developing two Java applets, which 
t,le P re| iminary titles of 
Arabic Reader" and “Maktoob 
Arabic Keyboard" that will allow 
.any user to send and read e-mail In 
Arabic through any Java-enabled 
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by GHAITH M. SAKR 

Meanwhile, Ayna mail has 
already implemented the Arabic 
reader concept. "Users (whoj does 
not have Arabic support can still 
read messages since all characters 
are converted to graphics format,” 
says Adonis El Fa kill, Pres idem ami 
CEO of EGS. 'EGS is currently test- 
ing the service that will allow users 
to input Arabic text regardless of 
the input capability of their com- 
puters," Fakili adds. 

Earlier attempts at operating 
system independent Arabization 
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Mail. 

“Ayna lias a long list of new fea- 
tures to come. Some of our new 
services include access to Ayna’s 
search engine technology, users 
can subscribe from with in Ayna tn 
major Arabic mailing lists, and 
have access in up -to -date news 
delivered in rlieir mailboxes in 
Arabic m English," says ECiS’s CEO. 

On t In* other hand But! last 
month added a greeting cards ser- 
vice. allowing users to send virtual 
greeting cards with Aiahian nr 
western designs via the Internet. 
The same service is also ulleri-d by 
many companies in the region 
Netscape: 


English, tin its online network 
( www. Naseej. cum). 

Currently, Naseej woh mail oilers 
more features than Maktoob and 
Ayna, .such as utility folders Search, 
discussion loruins, free orgiini/er, 
ami interface custoiniz.it ion in 
Arabic text, Ar.thii graphics, 
English text in English giapliiis, 
hut Naseej lias two problems: smile 
nl these leal m es do not function, 
and tlu-it frontpage Design contus- 
es the visitors. 

Free weh -based e-mail, mean- 
while, is mostly advertisement 
Itiudrd. keeping llu* seisin- 
pinvidvi dependent on its .uiive 
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include EmuleChat developed by 
the Arab Media Internet Network 
(AMIN), a Middle Eastern project 
for the American based NGO 
InterNews Network. Arabic 
EmuleChat (www.amin.org) allows 
web surfers with any operating 
system to view Arabic text and to 
write Arabic’ in a window ‘ by 
mouse-clicking each letter on a vir- 
tual Arabic keyboard, developed 
using Java. However, erttered text 
is printed as graphics, and as such 
is much slower oil the screen arid 
down j:he lines. • ; 

Meanwhile, BOC and EGS 
promises, separately., to add new 
features to Maktoob and Ay.ria 

’ . • • . , • >1 i • 


including Arabia. On.liue (www.ara- 
biaonline.com), a Jordanian based 
content provider, and the Sakhr 
Arabic software developers 
(www.sakr.com). 

Furthermore, according to 
Toukan, BOC’s Middle Eastern Job 
Finder Net, will be reenhanced and 
then integrated into Maktoob. 

Job Finder Net is an online data- 
base that allows users to post their 
resumes for free, while employers 
are invited to logon to the system 
to browse CV’s. 

This service, was launched in 
1996 with a semi-annual posting 
'charge of 5 JQD'per user. ASS 
already offers the same, services for 
free, but in b'pth Arabic and 
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subscribers. 

“Now is the right time Tor Arabic 
e-mail, the Internet has just start- 
ed in the Arab world, (today) there 
arc 1.000,000 Arab Internet users 
(worldwide |.- the users’ growth rate 
is very high." says Toukan. 

Maktoob. so far has 4,000 sub- 
scribers, half based in Jordan, 
three percent in the United States, 
and the rest all over the Arab world 
and other countries. Of these, 
Maktoob has one subscriber in 
china and three in Japan, according 
to BOC’s senior executive. • 

Maktoob' s "nieinbers . are 
•increasing at a rate of TOO new 
subscribers per day," -wit kit he 
expects to increase with time. 


While Ayita mail lias 500 sub- 
scribers froiu all over the world, 
.ill hough it was released on Mon 
IH 1999. 

According to Toukan, M.iktoub 
lias plans to be u line ,i legimi.d 
advertising venue by reaching 
agreements with reginii.il media 
lump, lilies ih.it will sell .idvemse- 
menis .u mss the Middle It is 
cxpi-Lied tn start generating rev- 
enue nl the first ipi.irtei nf this 
ye.ii. 

tin llu- otlici hand. Naseej web 
in. Til. whuh was l.iiiiitheO in filTEX 
Nuwmbei 9ft with a huge market- 
ing r.tuip.iigii, olli-is S I < 1 , 1)011 
I wtnib id pir/es i«» ils subset ibeis. 

"Naseej lias mme than I .(Hid 
sub u i ibeis." Said Ass's Mai feline. 
Manager Tuiki lo.uni, m a tele 
plume interview with ilie Arab 
Dnilv. 

Meanwhile. AiaUia.ciu.I.iuv 

(www.ui.ihia.'.iun) also pimmse- in 
l.imuii at llu- end ut next March an 
Arabic -English Iree web-based o- 
mail set vice, expected to be p.ui ol 
Arabia version 4. the next 
makeover of its website. 

"Ii will be m nltipUi form, code 
page, and opera ling system inde- 
pendent.' - says Khalduun Tabaza. 
managing direcmr ol Company. 

Along with the global trend, is 
expected that Internet will explore 
in the Arab world ibis year, special- 
ly after Saudi Arabia officially 
endorsed it a couple of months 
back. A survey done by D1T at the 
end of last year estimates 206,400 
Internet subscribers in the Arab 
world, along with 607,600 Internet 
users. 

With more Arabs surfing the 
; web, and recognizing ft as a promi- 
nent means nf telecommunication, 
Arabic e-mail promises to be one 
of the killer applications by the 
start of the millennium. 

This may encourage the global 
giants, such us the 14 billion annu- 
al revenue maker Microsoft who 
owns more than 90% of the world’s 
PC Operating systems, to offer an 
Arabic solution on their HotMail. 
Hotmail is the world's largest e- 
tiiail service,' that has today accord- 
ing to Microsoft, thore than 30 mil- 
lion members, and more than 
; 1 50,000 : new accounts are estab- 
lished each day. 

- In which case Maktoob, Naseej, 
arid EGS would have. to offer much 
; more before, they are popular. 
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REFEREES: RESPECT AND HINGIS, SELES, ADVANCE 


SOME MORE MONEY TO QUARTERF 


by MAHMOUD AL-ABEP 

C rowds are roaring with fury. 
Fingers arc pointing stiffly in 
accusation of the "men in black," 
especially the one with the whistle. 
Ignoring all protests made by players 
or their crowds, the referee says the 
Huai word. 

In soccer matches, especially those 
of sensitive nature, the referee is often 
the prime suspect behind the loss of a 
team whether justly or not. 

"The referee is a judge who lias to 
take a decision in less than a second," 
says Mohammad A1 Sakran, Vice 
President of Referees Central 
Committee at the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) and professor at 
Amman Private University. “In contrast, 
court judges have plenty of time to 
consider their decisions, so we, natu- 
rally, expect a margin of error,” added 
the ex-referce. 

"My decision in the field," says a ref 
erec at the JFA, who prefers anonymity 
"is influenced by a number or factors. 
We are under lots of pressure whether 
from the spectators, the sensitivity of 
the match, or even from our personal 
problems such as job and family trou- 
bles which may affect our perfor- 
mance, let alone financial matters!" 

Referees in Jordan are not profes- 
sionals. They hold other jobs and take 
oil refereeing as a hobby. A referee 
might be oil the field minutes affer he 
finishes at work. ' 

However, some referees hold it 
together better than others, said the 
referee “Confidence, composure and 
steadiness arc personal traits born 
with the person and in the training 
courses we receive." 

Al Sakran agrees saying that referee- 
ing is "a job taken only by the strong- 


willed". 

“At the initial interview to appoint a 
referee," adds the official, "personal 
qualities are taken into consideration 
together with other criteria. 
Sometimes height and weight play a 
role in depicting the image of a good 
referee witiiout having to do with 
physical fitness. 

"What we seek in a candidate 
includes a talent for leadership, objec- 
tivity, and gentleness in dealing with 
others and, above all, common sense. 
Tile last one is considered the unwrit- 
ten eighteenth law of the game," he 
said. 

Frequent training courses at the JFA 
concentrate on promoting the Four Fs 
(firm, fit for the job. fair and physically 
fit) in every trainee. They have suc- 
ceeded to a satisfactory degree. 

’‘Jordanian referees meet all the 
standards of a good referee. They have 
proved this at the local, Arab, Asian 
and international levels," says the ref- 
eree, ‘‘but we are still in short of essen- 
tial things. 

“What we need is protection in the 
proper sense of the word," lie 
explains. 

"Police presence should be propor- 
tionate to the vitality of the match 
especialfy when one of the opponents 
is the host, he said referring to poten- 
tial violence. 

"On the association part, they must 
make sure that any player assaulting a 
referee will not repeat the act. Such 
players rely on an ’upcoming pardon 
and short periods of suspension." 

The official disagrees with this, say- 
ing a player might be banned from 
playing for «me year up to life, depend- 
ing on the severity of the assault. 

"Pardon itself is conditioned hy a 
minimum period of suspension before 
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it. is applied to a certain case," lie 
added. 

Yet there remain other "obstacles", 
as the professor calls them, to be han- 
dled by Jordanian referees. The men- 
tality of "a prophet is never a prophet 
in his own land" still dwells in the foot- 
ball arena. 

“Although we gain experience by 
inviting referees from other Arab coun- 
tries to run major matches, our refer- 
ees can still do the job as good as oth- 
ers at much lower expense." claims the 


official emphasizing that expenses are 
undertaken by the dub that demands 
foreign referees. 

The inside source estimates the 
costs for guest referees at (01) 3000, 
whereas an Internationally recognized 
local referee is paid fificcn dinars per 
match. 

"Not only this, but there is always a 
long delay in paying up the money by 
the association," complains the refer- 
ee. 

Although Jordanian referees do not 


receive the allenlimi and respect d-’ 
deserve, young athletes and PE 
ales still look forward to becoming 
erees. 

"It's their love lor the game 
makes them tolerate ail the show- 
ings of the job and the psycho^ 
hum our" slates Al Sakran. 

“ The Jordanian whistle will & 
he able and objective. Just lets F 
helping baud to our reftree*. • 
demai ids. . 
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TOKYO (AP) — Australian Open champion 
Martina Hingis rebounded for a 3-6, 6-1, 6-2 vic- 
tory over fast-moving Ai Sugiyamn ofjapan in the 
Toray Pail Pacific Open at the Metropolitan 
Gymnasium Wednesday, 

Sugiyama, unseeded but at 25th Japan's high- 
est-ranked in the world, bothered the No. 2- 
ranked and second-seeded Swiss teenager witli 
some big serves, good returns and sharpshooting 
down the lines In the iirsr set of second-round 
action In the 16th annual women's tournament. 

But Hingis, fresh from winning her third 
straight Australian Open title last week, came 
back in the second set with two consecutive ser- 
vice breaks, running Sugiyama ragged in rallies 
and tapping her out with volleys or soft, angled 
shots. 

Defending champion and the world’s top- 
ranked Lindsay Davenport of the United States 
was idle in the singles ploy. The top seed, one of 
four prominent players who were given first- 
round byes, meets compatriot Mary Joe 
Ferna ndez in a second-round action Thursday. 
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Greek hockey plovers on thin ice no morel 











PIRAEUS, Greece (AP) — Uphill battles 
are hard to win when fought on ice. 

For more than five years, Greece's 
all-amateur national ice hockey team 
fought to stay afloat in world compe- 
tition after the government cm off 
financial help. 

Players paid their own way to late- 
night training sessions without a 
league to play in or even a proper- 
sized rink for practice. 

Greece's players, whose day jobs 
include a computer programmer and a 
labourer in a Coca-Cola bottling plant, 
each forked out $350 for skates and 
twice that much for pads and special- 
ly Imported hockey gear. 

But modest help is on the way for 
Greece’s stoic skaters. 

Sports • ministry officials have 
promised that ice hockey will again 
begin receiving state funding in 1999,- 
but the amount of money has not 
been decided. 


A five-team league is being planned 
for this spring, bringing teams like the 
Athens Flyers and the Moschalo 
Moose out of cold storage to play 
each other for the first lime since 
1993, when state funding was sus- 
pended. 

Teams will travel up to 500 kilome- 
tres to play at Greece's two rinks, 
which are both in Alliens and about 
two-thirds the standard size. 

"We need to start a league." says 
national team captain, 25-year-old for- 
ward Jimmy Kalyvas, sporting a 
Canadians sweater from his childhood 
hometown of Montreal. 

‘‘I don’t think there's anywhere else 
In the world where you have to pay to 
play in a national team .... In Canada, 
even, a national backgammon team 
would have everything paid for them, 4 
said Kalyvas, who speaks Greek with a 
Canadian twang. 

Many members of Greece's team 


have peculiar accents. • ' 

They are ihe sons of Grt* 
have lived abroad, in CwW"*> v 
United States, former Soviet . 

or the Czech Republic, Js; 

to the old country with a ( 
About five million peopMtJ; 
decent are scattered round w? 
while Greece Itself has a popuW^a;-- 
10.2 million. -jbIM 

National coach Mirel.R* 1 • i 
came to Greece frocfl .hj ^v 
Romania, where. he playw 
national level from the a i e J ■ 
was the driving force, (n 
ey as a competitive 
to Athens in 1 988, with 
"The problem is 
not widely publicized* 


we exist," says th&,.-^“™ l jM 
. Duinltrake. r j- ,'iw'Sffij 

' . . Fpr the • pioment, I?, 

blessing. ' • . v *'■ 


HO CHI MINH CITY (AP) — Kim Dong-sun and Sin 
Hyung-ho each scored a pair of goals to lead 
South Korea to a 5-1 romp over Bulgaria and 
J™ A™ place in Croup B at the Dunhili Cup 
Wednesday night. 

Zhang Wining scored three of China’s six sec- 
ond-half goals and paced a 7-1 rout of Malaysia 
Wednesday night. 

/Dte South Koreans will face Iran on Friday 
night, while Vietnam awaited the result of 
Wednesday’s late match between China and 
Malaysia that would determine its semifinal 
opponent. 

Krassimlr Tchomakov converted a penalty In 
. ie ninth minute after Dessislav Rousscv was 
awn down just inside the area to tie tile score at 
' • ai,c ‘ ic stayed that way until Sin scored the 
eventual game-winner In the 53rd minute. 

t-ee Kwan-woa added a penalty nine minutes 
w er and Kim added his second goal in the 71st 

.jmI 1 u te , berore close d out the scoring In the 
80th minute, i . 


Vlfeng Feng broke a 1-1 tie in the 49th minute 
and Zhang started the rout with goals In the 52nd 
and 62nd. The victory finished China with a 2-0-1 
record in Group A and sent it to a Friday meeting 
against Group B winner Vietnam. 

Earlier Wednesday, Kim Dong-sun and Sin 
Hyung-ho each scored a pair of goals to lead. 
South Korea to a 5-1 romp over Bulgaria and 
clinch first place In Group B. 1 

Sui Dong Liang gave China the lead in rhe 12th . 
minute, but Malaysia, which had only one goal in j 
two previous matches, tied on Zaml Mohammad 
Noor’s goal five minutes later. 

VVSmg began China’s dominance four minutes 
after halftime and added a second In the 63rd to 
extend the lead to 5-'l. 

Ma Yang Kang added another goal hi the 74th 
minute before Zhang closed out the scoring (n the 

86th minute. • i. '*.! ■ ‘ ' . 

.. Malaysia's' Fitlzal Zainal yu sent off to the final, 
seconds Mh his second yellow card. ■ • . . . 


NALS 


Third seed Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic, 
the 1997 US Open champion, takes on South 
African Mariaan de Sward t also in a second-round 
match Thursday. 

First reaching the quarterfinals Wednesday 
along with Hingis was fourth seed Monica Seles 
of rhe United States, who easily ousted Sarah 
Pitkowskl of France 6- 1,6-3. 

In one of four first-round matches on the sec- 
ond day of the tournament, fifth seed Stefii Graf 
of Germany took Just 40 minutes to eliminate 
American qualifier Samantha Reeves 6-0. 6-1. 

Hingis said she had a difficult march hut was 
satisfied with the day's result coming "after a hig 
win and in the fifth week on the mad.” 

"And Ai was very rough." Hingis added. "She 
was giving ICO per cent, maybe 21X1, at the 
beginning... I was surprised the way she played. 
She was very fast and didn't miss anything," 

Hingis said after losing the first set she kepi 
telling herself, "l want to get back u» the No. 1 
spot and I won the Australian Open Then I lose 
here in my first round? No way. Come on. You've 
got to figlu." 

Seles, the former No. I in the world and cur- 
rently ranked fourth, was a quarter finalist here 
last year. 

“All my goal really for this year will be t« win a 
grand slam," said Seles. "Obviously I had a great 
tournament in Australia. But at tbe same time 
Martina beat me very easily |6-2. 6-4 in the semi- 
finals). So there is a long way to go to really play 
consistently against someone like Martina, 
Lindsay and some other players." 

For Graf, it is her first time to compete in the 
Toray Open since 1997, when she was forced to 
withdraw in the final against Hingis due to knee 
Injury. 

Graf, seven-time Wimbledon champion, is 
ranked seventh in the world. "And my knee is 
doing very well." 

TOKYO (AFP) - Results from the one million dol- 
lar Toray Pan Pacific Open women's tennis tour- 
nament here Wednesday |x denotes seeds): 

1st rd 

Mariaan de Swnrdt (Rsa) bt Miho Saeki (Jpn) 
6-3, 6-4 

Mary Joe Rpmandez (USA) bt Iva Mgjoli (Cro) 6-1, 6-2 



... and Hingis loo before 
Germany 


Steffi Graf(Gerx5)bt Samantha Reeves fUSA) 643,6-1 6-1, 6-3 


Elena Likhovrseva (Rus) bt Elena Tatarkova 
(Ukr) 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 
2nd rd 


Doubles 1st rd 

Yuka Yoshida/Miho Saeki (jpn/Jpn) bt Park Sung- 
HeeAA/ang Shl-ting 


Martina Hingis (Swi x2) bt Ai Sugiyama Upn) (Kor/Tpe) 6-1, 6-0 


3-6, 6-1. 6-2 

Monica Seles (USA x4) bt Sarah Pitkowski (Fra) 


Mariaan de Swardt/Elena Tatarkova (RsaAJkr) bt 
Els Callensfluiie Halard-Decugis (Bel/Fra) 6-2, 6-2 




LONDON (AP) — The day after England coach 
Glenn Hoddle was fired, Howard Wilkinson 
was called up on Wednesday to name a team 
for next week's friendly game against world 
champion France. 

Rut who will be Hoddle’s long-term succes- 
sor for one of tlte toughest jobs in sport? 

Speculation is rife that it will be Wilkinson 
himself, or the man Hoddle succeeded, Terry 
Venables. Rut Middlesbrough's Bryan 
Robson, former Newcastle manager Kevin 
Keegan, now with division two leader 
Fulham, and Liverpool's French coach Gerard 
Houllier all ruled themselves out. . 

The timing of David Piatt's departure from 
Italian dub Sampdoria after a 7-week reign 
was seen as significant and it's suggested he 
might be No. 2 to Wilkinson, who is the BA's 
director of football. 

Wilkinson, who took Leeds to the first 


league title in 1992, said on Wednesday, 
when he announced the squad for next 
week's friendly against world champion 
France, that he was amazed to be hitting in 
the England hot scat. 

"My head is spinning. I can’t sec the pace 
stopping," he said. "Until we’ve got < 
Wednesday's game out of the way not much j 
else will occupy my thoughts. j 

"Unfortunately, it's a fact of life that we j 
managers have to live in a goldfish bowl. We 1 
might not like it but we have to deal with it. 

I don't think it's going to chang^i. 

' 'The England manager is probably a§ good 
ns It gets, particularly when you look at what 
most people have to face," Wilkinson said. 

"If you arc lucky enough to be well .paid 
you have to bike the rough with the smooth. 
Fortunately I’ve had more smooth . thaft 
.rough." • ‘ 
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NELLY LAMA 

Dear Reader, 

T he world of art and culture is vast and varied. Ail what is 
created in the world today is, in one way or another, relat- 
ed to discoveries and creations of past cultures. That is 
why we insist oil presenting you with features on creations both 
old and new. 

Since this section was created for bath your entertainment 
and information, you wilt ftiid fresh news from the Jordanian art 
scene, critiques that are well worth taking with you to the exhib- 
it and news of what goes on in art, music, archaeology, etc. 
around the world. 

A small feature “Did You Know?" will bring you surprises and 
anecdotes from the world of art. 

Let us start on our journey with rhe exhibition of works of the 
world-renowned European artist Vasarely, and a body of hard- 
working creative Jordanian volunteers who are avid ro make the 
Jordanian public aware of the great value of its archaeological 
heritage! 


Did You Know ? 


Did you know that the word Mausoleum used 
for monuments housing the dead, came from 
the name Mausolus a man who lived and 
died in Halicarnassus, in Aegea? 














Mausolus was a local ruler who fought 
the Greeks. At his death his wife built him 
a massive tomb-tower faced in marble 
and richly decorated with brightly painted 
sculpture. This remarkable monument 
was considered one of the seven Wonders 
of the Ancient World. It was later regarded 
as the paragon of human pride. Only few 
blocks remain to remind us of it today. 
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A DAZZLING CELEBRATION OF MOVING FORMS 
BY VASARELY, THE MASTER OF ILLUSION 


W orks by Hungarian-born French 
painter. Victor Vasarely, a major 
pioneer in the school of Op art, 
are being shown today at the Fahrelnissa 
Gallery, The Ministry of Culture, Gardens 
street. 

Victor Vasarely had a lengthy career in 
painting, and lived to see that his dynam- 
ic works and his intense theories on color 
and line were understood and appreciat- 
ed in the West. He wanted to impart his 
vision to the 'East. 1 After his death, his 
friend, musician Tibor Csepei fulfilled the 



artist's wish and brought his collection to 
a number of Middle Eastern countries. 

The exhibition in Amman was inaugu- 
rated by H.E. the Minister of Culture. Talal 
Sat'aan Al Hassan. and was held under the 
aegis of the Hungarian Embassy and the 
French Cultural Center and was spon- 
sored by Malev Hungarian Airlines, Amra 
Forum Hotel, and Radisson SAS Hotel in 
Amman. 

This is a great opportunity for 
Jordanian art lovers to see the works of 
this 'virtuoso' artist, who stood with 
giants like Moholy Nagy (his tutor), 
Kandinsky, Gropius, Le Corbusier and 
Mondrian. 

He described his oeuvre 
as ‘the creation of a new 
art of mechanistic stan- 
dardized shapes and 
colours, that would now 
replace traditional easel 
painting and create a 
new urban folk art.’ 

Vasarely was born in P£cs, Hungary in 
1908. He trained as a graphic designer 
M 925-1 927) and later, in the Bauhaus of 
Budapest, became the student of Sandor 
Bortnyik (1929-1930). After his first one- 
man-show in Budapest, he left for Paris. 
His Black and White phase: 

In Paris, Vasarely experimented with 
line and form. He enjoyed the swerving 
optical illusions created by the stretching 


out of otherwise monotonous, repeti- 
tious curvilinear lines. Stretching out 
these lines and alternatively increasing 
and decreasing the positive and the nega- 
tive spaces between them, lie succeeded 
in producing a tantalising radial thrust. 
This resulted in a seemingly 'moving' pic- 
ture. 

With this method, he produced a series 
of Harlequins and Zebras, reducing their 
forms to simple patterns. He omitted col- 
ors and stuck simply to black and white. 
Specimens of this phase can be seen in 
the exhibition, a marvellous bundle of 
rhythms interlocking with an even louder 
rhythmic background. 

His entry into the world of color. 

hi the Forties, he indulged in a com- 
pletely abstract pictorial creation. He cre- 
ated what he called his 'crystals' a term 
that reminds us of our very own celebrat- 
ed artist, Fahrelnissa Zeid and her 'crys- 
tallisation of forms’ reminiscent of this 
very phase of European artistic develop- 
ment in which she personally participat- 
ed. 

hi the Sixties, Vasarely employed 
brighter colors. He covered his canvas 
with a number of small coloured forms 
that seem to interlock to form one monu- 
mental dynamic whole. He followed all 
rules of classical perspective and fore- 
shortening, from a circle turning into an 
ellipse, to a square getting shorter as it 
recedes; yet lie managed to give these 
ancient rules new meaning. Using a great 
number of tonalities In his colored 
spaces, lie again followed the rules of 
perspective, this time in terms of 
shades and intensities. If Chevreiil, the 
great theorist of color, had studied the 
neighbouring effects of colored areas, 
Vasarely brought this study in i I s 
apogee. (A colored space set against a 
certain background would look differ- 
ent • larger, smaller, darker or lighter - 
if set against a different color. ) 

In his large collection of graphic 


prints. Vasarely's forms appears 
advance and recede, or to pulsate in bos 
termis waves. 

Mis Yellow Manifesto 

Interested in physics, architecture and 
industry. Victor Vasarely was a humanin, 
he wanted ro "believe in progress and 
opted for it”. Like most artists wb 
searched the world of color, light and 
form, Vasarely documented his theoriw 
and came out with his Yellow Manifesto 
in 1955, describing his oeuvre as ‘the » 
at ion of a new art of mechanistic, stan- 
dardized shapes and colours, that would 
now replace traditional easel painting 
and create a new urban folk art, ‘ Hi 
plastic language became universal. 

He created a new dimension. 

At a certain point in his development 
Vasarely moved from the fiat surfaced 
the canvas or paper, to venture into ihf 
three-dimensional world. In the exhlbi 
(ion one can see a number of 'objeii 
d’art’ standing there whirring as ok 
passes them. 

The chequered suif.ice ol a cube ilia 
lie sets at an angle seems ro recede as rt 
it were hit bv an asteroid, only w flaiieo 
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"Jordan, the land of plenty ! “ 
is a common expression among 
lovers of archaeology. 
Hundreds of sites are yet ro be 
discovered in Jordan, because 
of its strategic position as a 
trade route between countries 
that were home to great civi- 
lizations. 

Much damage has been done 
to sites because of earthquakes 
and other natural phenomena. 
But man has played a big role in 
destroying ancient sites, 
whether it is by re-use of mate- 
rials like stones, by bulldozing 
to make way for building, or by 
plundering and illegal search 
for treasure. The Department 
of Antiquities has been alarmed 
at what is going on, *nd lias 
worked on raising awareness 
among the people. 

Another group, the Friends 
of Archaeology ( FoA ) have now 
come to the rescue. A non- 
profit, non-governmental orga- 


nization,- the FoA has just cele- 
brated its forty-first year of 
existence. Boasting around 
360 members, the FoA offers a 
variety of lectures, visits ro 
Jordanian archaeological sites 
with professional archaeolo- 
gists, as well as annual trips to 
neighbouring countries such as 
Syria and Lebanon or distant 
ones such as Yemen. Oman. 
India, and China. This year, 
they covered Mexico's Mayan 
Culture. 

‘‘Finally a group willing to get 
up and do something I " 

Realising the dire need for 
education, the FoA selected 
volunteers who arc equipped 
with the necessary pedagogic 
know-how ro start an educa- 
tion committee, with Kathy 
Sullivan as chairperson. 

The Committee lias pro- 
duced brochures to accompany 
trips to archaeological sites and 
museums, and presented lec- 


tures, workshops and courses 
to help teachers impart a good 
understanding of archaeology 
to school children, using the 
most innovative methods. 

Archaeology today is rauglir 
as part of many disciplines, 
including: maths, biology, 

geography, history, art, agricul- 
ture, and social studies; an 
interdisciplinary approach. 

“ This is not just added work 
for teachers and students." 
insists their education special- 
ist. " We want them all to have 
foil and learn. We teach them 
to reproduce the techniques 
used by ancient peoples with 
simple materials. They are also 
taught to document their limls 
through drawing, photography 
and in wiiting, just like ^ide- 
ologists do! ' In fact, after a 
course of archaeological educa- 
tion at the Naccahimcnie 
school, a number of children 
expressed the wish to become 
archaeologists, or at least tu go 

Importing tbo Oalhlf Moyas gich In K 


dig oil n regular site." 

Part of a site, namely Tell 
Hisban, lias I icon made avail- 
able, as an open classroom by 
Dr Oystein La Bianca of Andrews 
University. Michigan, and his 
staff. Digging there is part or a 
future activity prepared by the 
Committee. 

In October, (he FoA lie id a 
'National Ciiliur.il Heritage 
Week' at tile Amman 
Municipality iliar received 
hoards of visitors from all sec- 
tors of the society in Amman 
and the regions around it. This 
was done in co-nperation with 
the Ministry nf Tourism and 
Antiquities, as well as the 
Ministry nf Culture- who helped 
prepare- a thawing minpetiiimi 
lor chililien with the (heme ol 
'how to pi meet an .m-h.ienlngi- 
cal site.' 

Ole festivities were inaugu- 
rated liv His Highness Piinve 
lin'd, deputising for I lei 
Majesty Queen Nnur. at the 



Citadel of Amman. A walk 
through the lower city to the 
Municipal Buildings at Ras El 
Ain followed. Once there, the 
participants enjoyed 'Hands on' 
projects such as making ceram- 
ic oil lamps in original Roman 
moulds I with IFAPO) anil look- 
ing at exhibitions such as” Our 
Antiquities: Realities 8i 

Worries" held by the 
Department of Awareness, ,i 
section of the Department nf 
Antiquities in Jordan. 

I his whole week of festivi- 
ties was held to launch a num- 
ber of Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs), shim 
video films to lie viewed on IV 
prepared by the FoA with the 
generous patronage ol fire 
Canada limd-CIHA and lire- 
Minister of Tom ism and 
Antiquities, fire- PSAs wen* 
made to i,iise .iwaieire-ss 
among the general public, of 
the imp i nt a nee of protecting 
•■■id pie serving our precious 
auli.ieoldgre.il heritage. I hey 
were- supplemented hy a dis- 
cussion guide fur U-.uln.-t-; pre- 
pared hv tile Education 
Lonimiuee. 

Holding their annual inceling 
al Anna Hotel veste relay. FoA 
invited schools to join a:, mem- 
hois and u.-m.-Kv benefits 
galore-: I ivo teachers lioni e.reli 
member- school i an now join 
die activities ol Mu- FoA and 
have lice access to ihe sunk- 
simps and publications of ihc 
Education Ojinmirice. Hicv 
will be helped to plan their own 
trips in archaeological sites. 


In die annual meeting, sam- 
ples of brochures and posters 
made by the Education 
Committee were exhibited . “ 
Mementoes of happy times 
when we learned sn much!" 
commented a fervent member 
who had enjoyed the trips the 
committee had prepared for 
parents and children. “ We 
enjoyed these sessions more 
than tiur children did. we are 
wailing for more! “ exclaimed a 
parent. 




Th. r»A Trip la India 

Members of the Jixvciuive 
Bo.inl and the Education 
(.iimiiiiiiee, who work .is volun- 
teers in ibis nmi-pioiit organi* 
/..uion. wish to get urene peo- 
ple iiiu-icNied m preserving tire 
i vinaiire of die glorious civili/.v 
timis that [He ceded ours on 
this gre.il land uf treasure-.. 
Iordan. 

In ci »ii Mi i lire- fuA. call or 
las at r»9.fOf»S2. or I ; Mail them 
at ro.iy'iit-i i.coin.ju. 


THE LAST QUAKE 





out ns one moves. 

A standing glass box has interfojw 

lines that move. Are they wire. sib** ------ Illvyl , H .i„h,dl... ..4 

to .111 electric conduit? Not flt all- 1 *“ ll “ being Halted by the pufair* 

opaque black background Is lined w 

white, the front panel, made of | ^ Armenian Society was enthralled 

out glass, is covered with black llnes-lv | ™ ls week, to see the play “The Last 

onlooker participates in the . Quake , an aesthetic intense drama, 

phosis of these lines as he moves *^ ‘: j 0 P 01 * 10 * that told of the victims of the 
them: for they appear to cross ; ^stating earthquake that hit Armenia ten 
ere at different intervals in ag0 - 

with his movement. tali: I P ay Was enact ed at the Royal Cultural 


by NELLY LAMA 

strong 'Armenian' features, the thick eye- 
brows, were instrumental in conveying 
different expressions. 

It was not always sad; hope for construc- 
tion for the future, and funny anecdotes 
appeared intermittently causing heany 
laughter. 

Every single figure represented had lost 
one or all members of his family. The use of 
Armenian chant, following the old homo- 
phonic mode of a mezzo-soprano singing, a 
capella, accompanied by a mere echo of an 
alto was tantalizing. Full of pathos and 


wim ms move mem. r en . me soydi uinurai aitowas tantalizing, run or pamus am 

Vasarely applied Ills vision ^ er ta commemorate the death of thou- reaching (he height of aesthetlsm. one wish 

dimensional forms to architecture-.^. s °* Armenians and the devastation that es it would never end. But a happy turn 

animated the walls of buildings W' I almost a million people homeless. ensues, and one is. relieved of the sadness. 

rhe University of Caracas and a nuinW^ ; .he Hagop BaronlanTheatre Company 

buildings in France. ; .V'. of ^ 10 P ro ^ e s s ‘°nal actors. A paragon 

Vasarely died in 1997. ‘ - u at oraHsm. they transport you to the 

Three museums In Europe 1 r 0 Armenia, where you join the sur- 

large number of his works; two °f the quake. Live background music 

at Aix-en-Provence, and .-Ti& v ? * >at * 10s t ^ ie moment, enhanced 

in M.inirarii nf P/&/-C . tie SCPHt desiffn anrl lha Tlia 


■ — a — 

es it would never end. But a happy tune 
ensues, and one is. relieved of the sadness, 
play covers various attitudes adopted 


in Hungary, at P£cs. 


J1 jUrin 6 SCen * desl 8" and the props'. The 

The exhibition i at the caus * n 8 dramatic reflections of bro- 

Culture in Amman will re tpa 1 iV ,*V ors se * s the mood even deeper for the! 




the 8th of February 1999. It 
a must for painters 

.. byNEWMffii: 


ty-stricken victim?. Yet the faces, / 


by the survivors: A poet appeals to God ask- 
ing him what crime Armenians had commit- 
ted to receive such a chasiiseinenr. Another, 
more down to earth, asks why. after a num- 
ber of earthquakes. Armenia has not learned 
to take safety measures. A self-pitying 
woman is reminded that Armenians all over 
the world are sympathetic, working hard to 
send them aid. 

The central figure in the play is Sevan, an 
eight year old girl who sympathizes with oth- 
ers and tells them that she ton lost her father 
and brother and that she has faith that every- 
thing will be alright. She writes a letter ro 
God asking Him if another quake will strike. 

Every Individual decides to remain in ‘his’ 
land in spire of ihe government’s pleas to let 
them move. 

Sevan's brother is found alive, but the joy 
is cut short by the coming nf a quake. To 
reproduce the quake, a drum beats ciimiil- 
tuuus rhythms, and a woman dressed in a 
bodysuit of nmirc e velvet progressing from 
red to orange, the colors of fire, dances 
around the stage in violent slashes. 
Meanwhile the people hold hands and tilt 
backwards and forewords; a tremendously 
dramatic scene. Here organ music starts ful- 



Vv st q 


lowed by vocalists, and the flute and saxo- 
phone coming in simultaneously. Soon a 
number of young dancers, 'The Peldag 
group’, all clad in black, dance to military 
drumbeats using the basic movements of 
Armenian folklore, but changing its rhythms. 

The play ends with the statement that this 
is their land, no matter what happens, they 
will build tt and live in it. 

This play was a jewel combining the height 
of visual and vocal effects, rarely seen in the 
theatre today. This, combined with the natii-. 
ralism of acting, has turned it into a true : ; 
masterpiece. . . 
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B *1 THURSDAY, FEB. 4, 1099 
H By Stella Wilder 
fei) Born today, you are destined to 
i$L ** score a number of very impor- 
iant Urate* In your lifetime. 

Pf ® ® There will be times when those 
around you question the wls- 
Mf 0^® dom of what you're doing and 
HJ ® actually criticize you for trying to 

fSmQjBM accomplish what has been 

deemed “Impossible.^ Still, you ^ 


prefer to prove such things to 
yourself regardless of the per- 
sonal dangers Involved. You will 
go forward provided you have 
been allowed the time and 
resources to prepare fully for 
what you believe lies ahead of 
you. You’re no daredevil, but 
when you set out to accomplish 
something, you want to be sure 
you can get it done! 


You are a quiet, soft-spoken and 
unassuming Individual, which Is 
quite surprising to those who 
only know you for the things you 
do. For one whose very behav- 
ior can be so dramatic at tlmeB, 
you are remarkably easy to 
overlook. You’re rarely the "life 
of the party." 

Also bom on this date are: 
Charles Lindbergh, aviator; 


Rosa Parks, equal rights leader; 
Dan Quayle, U.S. vice presi- 
dent; Hank Aaron, baseball play- 
er; Roger Staubach, football 
player. 

To see what Is In store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday and 
read the corresponding para- 
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide. 


mmm wnnuei wima 


ARIES 

(March 21 “April Hi): 

. Yotfre In no mood to be 
' bested at anything with 
which you're an expert In 
today, but the risk is always 
there. Perhaps you can 
(earn something newl 


(fi-jpi. afl-Ort. vM): 


You will seem to know 
what others are thinking 
today before they actually 
share their thoughts with 
you. However, don't get 
carried awayt 


MEG 


TAURUS 

LA|>1‘1 PO-May ^0): 

The approval of frienda and 
dose relations la more 
important to you today than 
you had anticipated. 
Surprisingly, progress Is 
Impossible until you get It. 


GEMINI 

(May 21 -Juno 21): 

You may be able to have 
exactly what you want by 
day’s end, but you will have 
to work hard to hang onto It 
for any length of time. 


m ;Ui U:0 


mmm 


vr 


om 

(Ji'iu i'M-July Jd”)' 

You're altar understanding, 
sympathy and a little T.L.C. 
today, but you may not have 
to look any further than your 
own backyard. 


(July :'.:>AllC|.22) (Aurj. i '- pE ?•?)■ 

Your mood Is likely to flue- Domestic affairs may be In 
tuate dramatically through- more of a tangle today 
out the day, affecting your than you had hoped, but 
work and your social Inter- you can sort things out 
action subtly but not algnifi- successfully with a little 
cantly. effort 




-1-lu'A : J 0 

You may be going through 
something of a rough patch 
today, particularly where 
your more basic emotional 
needs are concerned. Ask 
for help. 



( i !(■>■ ■■'!;■ tn<r. ' ; i): 

You'll be affected by events 
that seem distant and even 
trivial today, but you mustn't 
bs surprised to learn that 
you're somehow Involved. 



(LX-.). ;i:I .Sun. !■.»» 


u-Tob. Mil; 


You're not In a sociable mood You must be tender, gener- 
today, but you may be ous and understanding with 
required to mix and mingle those who are trusting you 
nonetheless — If only for the to show them the way today., 
sake of appearances. Patience Is the keyl 


! i : ■ !,i ‘i n: 

You may be having prob- 
lems at work today with 
someone who reminds 
you of how you were In 
the "old days." You know 
|ust what kind of help to 
offer, 


BY GREG CURFMAN 
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Til ERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 
3:30/6:30/8:30 
/1 0:30 
GALLERIA 1 
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lethal 
WEATON 4 
6:30/8:30/10:45 
GALLERIA 2 
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INSTITUTO CENRVANTES 
CINE POLICIACO. 

Jneves, 5 P.M Tli nomner 
envenea mis suenos. Piar 
Miro. 1996. x 

Cervantes 

institute J? e {, 


Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation 

Lecture and film entitled: 
Birth of Renaissance: 
Giotto to y 

Massacciso ^ 

Thursday p^ 


-# 8 if* 

AJF h4/ §/ 



Abdel Hameed Shooman 
Institution 

Lecture on analytical read- 
ings of the Renaissance. 
Followed by Video Film 
titled 

“The Birth of A 
Renaissance” , ■. 

from Gioto to el,/., 
Mazatcho. JrVU 


The Royal Culture Centre 
Piano Play By Leene Evan 
Students at 6:00 PM - Main 

Theatre. a 

t rt ' ■ 


Feb 



CvUM 


French Cultural Center 
Eric Le Lann Trio the most 
Inventive Jazzmen of their 
generation. A 

8:00 PM 

■■■ Feb 


Ids. 






m 
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ENTERTAINMENT 23 


BRAND 


SCRABBLE® la a trademark ol Hasbro In the Unllsd States and Curred* .nn k 
4.W. Spear A Sons PLC. C 1993 HasOro. All rights reaerved. m*, 5ft Bl,B * he ™ ol 

□ □□□□□□ ' r-. 

0000000 L_ 

□□□□□□□ ™ 

0000000 L_ 

□□□□□□□ ™ 

0000000 rs™ L 

□ □□□□□□ ■ ™ 

00000 0 

PAR SCORE 70-80 flACK4 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters In each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words gel 50- 
polnt bonus. "Blanks" used as any latter have no point value. All Judd's words 
are In The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary {Merrlam-Webster) and OSW 
Official Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

© 1999. United Feature Syndicate, Inc 


GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

Q 1989. United Feature Syndicate. Inc 

H |51 I I I I RA ck ! = 9 


h. i± 0 0 EH CZ rack i = 9 

Si Ca Ui B 3 Ai Si RACK 2 - "10 

0000000 RACK 3 27 

0000000 RACK 4 = 69 

PAR SCORE 70-80 JUDD’S TOTAL 115 

J-4-M 

SCRABBLE® la a trademark ol Hasbro In lire United Slates and Canada and elsewhere ol 
■> W. Spear & Bone PLC. © 1983 Hasbro. All light a reserved. Used wtlh permission 


ACROSS 

1 Citrus fruits 
6 Makes smooth by 
rubbing 
11 Javelin 
16 GuBh ol liquid 

21 Pul up 

22 In progress 

23 V-shaped piece 

24 Rose oil 

25 Roman goddess 

26 Ornate 

27 Ram constellation 

28 Relinquish 
voluntarily 

28 Cease 

30 Rat cap 

31 Give oft 

32 — League 

34 Sheltered side 

35 Job history on paper 
38 Coarse files 

40 Leg part 

41 Print measures 

42 Penny 

44 Affected manners 

45 A loiter 
47 Work unit 
49 Motionless 

52 Express a beliof 
54 Oklahoma, the — 
Slate 

56 Levin and Gershwin 

60 Actress Turner 

61 Show the way 

62 The bosl 

63 Think quietly 
65 Macaw 

GB Groat artery 

67 Rightful 

68 "The King " 

69 Foot digit 

70 Hittier and — 

71 Billiards roils 

72 Norse god 

73 Part ofTGIF 

74 — Haute 

76 Shipboard servant 

78 Fight 

79 Visaga 

80 Leaf 

81 Unmatched 


SUNDAY 

PUZZLER 


82 Cabbage salad 

83 Kitchen item 

DOWN 

73 Zippy 

75 — Stanley Gardner 

84 — do-sac 

85 Ante 

1 Crowbar 

77 Stopped sneezing 

78 Whip 

88 Cry heard at sea 

2 Peace goddess 

79 Cod or salmon 

89 Clenched hand 

3 Patches up 

82 Scatl 

90 Weasel relative 

4 Former French coin 

83 Circular plate 

94 Seraglio 

5 Paved ways: abbr. 

84 Carriage 

95 Holiday drink 

6 Word in baseball 

85 Pretends 

96 Chopped food 

7 Remotely 

86 Forbidden 

97 Disgusting 

8 All's opposite 

87 Place of contest 

98 Color 

9 Tonet 

88 Heavenly being 

99 Actor Vigoda 

1 0 Pigpen 

89 Ranch 

100 Villian in 

11 Inundate 

90 Units of weight 

Shakespeare 

1 2 Viewing device on a 

91 "Ole!" Is one 

102 Hyde or Central — 

sub 

92 Of hearing 

103 Sales the comedian 

13 Blue-pencil 

93 Bathrobe material 

104 Go wrong 

14 Mature 

96 Transport 

105 Eyeglass 

1 5 Varnish ingredient 

97 Golfer's cry 

107 Astringent 

16 Mork Twain's Tom 

10 1 Mr. Hitchcock 

substance 

1 7 Sch. grp. 

102 Toy 

108 Chili con — 

10 Serviceable 

103 Benefit 

109 Tragic king 

1 9 Black bird 

106 Approves 

110 Drench 

20 Saplings 

107 Abbr. in a timetable 

111 Of blossoms 

30 Big — 

108 Variety of parrot 

113 Jostcd 

31 Lottcr hnforo loo 

100 Otil stringed 

114 Big and strong 

33 Sworvod 

instrument 

115 Knight's title 

36 Campus out west 

112 Possess 

117 Twisted 

37 Actor Gib*. on 

113 Winter mo. 

118 Malorinl for a dolly 

39 Exist 

It 4 Exclude 

119 Slava 

40 Range of knowl- 

116 Pictures 

121 Workroom, lor 

edge 

118 Illuminated 

short 

43 Traveled 

120 Ship's record 


124 Intend 

126 Believe 

128 A state out wosl 

132 Rowing Hum 

133 Public notices 

134 -• have you 

135 Sur roundoff hy 

139 Time 

140 Chimp's cousin 
142 Garments for a rani 

144 Acting area 

145 Garret 

147 Film 

148 Occurrence 

149 Parts of shoes 

150 Not tipsy 

151 Uppity onus 

152 Sharp in taste 

153 Carries 

154 Mode 


44 Groat opera by 
Vordi 

40 Dawn <joddoss 

48 Hodrjes ol baseball 

49 Kills 

50 Mystical card 

51 Pointless 

53 Fruit slomir, 

54 Like vinegar 

55 Mr. Kovach 
57 Back; prefix 
50 Oak- to -lic- 
59 Horse 

G1 Hard-rind fruit 
62 Helen ol — 

64 In an 1 1 regular way 

66 Of higher Inaminy 

67 Unfreeze 

68 Chief 
72 Salver 


121 Weaving machines 

122 Baseball rjrc.at 
Hank ~ ' 

123 Approving cry 

125 Somni I ung valuable 
127 Done hurriedly 

129 Make enrh moot: 

2 wds. 

1 30 Bay window 

131 Mother -of -pearl 
13-1 Small bird 

136 Boer <nc)rr>r||Qiit 

137 Aich 

138 Promontory 
141 Pori point 

143 Aclres:. Card nor 

144 Jot loltors 
1-15 Donkey 
146 Child 


it-. 
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THURSDAY 
07:00 Market Watch CNBC 
07:30 Europe Today 
09:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
10:00 Market Watch 
1 3:00 Power Lunch 
14:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Market Wrap 
1 9:30 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
2I-.00 US Street Signs 
00:00 Europe Tonight 
01:00 The Edge 
01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap 
04.-00 Trading Day live 
06:30 Lunch Money 


07O0Market Watch 
Q7:30Europe Today 
O9:O0US CNBC Squawk Box 
10:OOMarket Watch 
13:00Powor Lunch 
14;O0Market Watch 
15:001) S CNBC Squawk Box 
I7-.OOUS Market Watch 
19.-00Europe Market Wrap 
!9:3QEurope Tonight 
20:30US Power Lunch 
2l;00US Street Signs 
0:00Europe Tonight 
OIiOOThe Edge 
01:30NBC Nightly News 
02:00CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap 
04:OOTrading Day Live 
Q6:30Lunch Money 


□ NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
CHANNEL 

Normads 

1 1 :30 Combat Cameramen 

00:00 Today 

01:00 NBC Nightly News 

01:30 Dateline NBC 

02:30 Old Man & The Swan 

03:00 Mixed Strand Mojave 

Adventures 

Amate; The Great Fig Tree 
05:00 Wild : Ice Bird 
06:00 Footsteps To The Sky 
07:00 Ocean Drifters 

1 Seven Wonder Of The 
World 

09:00 The New Range Wars 
lOsOOLion orThe African Night 

1 lHDOMixed Strand Automic film- 
makers 

12:00 The Sonoran Desert 
13:00 Living With Leopards 
14:00 Costwold Hills, England & 
Altnaharra, Scotland 
14:30 The D'Urille river New 
Zealand 

15;Q0Sos:The Sea Otter Story 
16:00 Flight Across The World 
17:00 Living with Leopards 
18:00 Costwold Hills, England & 
Altnaharra, Scotland 
18:30 Tire fr'Urille river New 
Zealand 

19:00 Tiie Sea Otter Story 
20:QOFIight Across The World 
2 1 :00 Treasures From The Past 
22:00 Wash & Brush-up: The 
Animals Guide to Grooming 
FRIDAY 

23t0QFllght Across The Wbrld 
OQflOTodny 

OliOGNBC Nightly News 
Qli30MSNBC Time & Again 
0X'30Bird People Of Japan 
03:00Encounter With Whales 
O4:00A Lemur's Tnle 
05:Q0Uving With Leopards 
OBHXINature's Fury 
07:00 Where Have They All Gone 
OBtOOThe Old Faith & The New 
08:30 Inherit The Sand 
Q9HXlCostwald Hills, England & 
Altnaharra, Scotland 


09:301 he D'Urille River New 
Zealand 

l0:00Ltving With E eopnrds 
1 LQQBrotber Wolf 
l2:Q0Golden Lions OfTlie 
Rainforest 

1 2:30The Elegant Predator 
13:OOWild: Wild Dog Dingo 
14:00Tsunami: Killer Wave 
l5:00Cuttlefish 
15:3QDiving With Seals 
I6:00Kula: Ring Of Power 
17:Q0Wild: Wild Dog Dingo 
18:001hunami: Killer Wave 
19:OOOceon Worlds Cuttlefish 
l9;30Qcean Worlds Diving With 
Seals 

20:OOKtila: Ring Of Power 
21:OOMixed Strand: Rocket men 
22diOBraving Alaska 


THURSDAY 


iui 


EuroNews 


11:15 Cinema 
11:45 2000 
12:15 Style 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Cult 
13:45 International 
14:15 Cinema 
14:45 Globus 
15:15 International 
15:45 Europeans 
16:15 Style 
16:45 Visa 
17:15 Cult 
17:45 International 
18:15 Cinema 
1 8:45 Globus 
19:15 Europeans 
19:45 2000 

20: 15 News & Analysis 
22:45 International 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 Visa 

00:00 News & Analysis 

00:45 No Comment 

01:00 News & Analysis 

0 1 :45 Europeans 

02:15 Parlamento 

02.45 Visa 

03:00 End 

FRIDAY 

07:OQNews 

1 1 : ^International 

1 l:45Globus 

l2:!5Europeans 

l2:45No Comment 

13:152000 

1 3:45Cult 

1 4: 1 5Style 

14:45Cinema 

l5:15lnternational 

15;46Globus 

!6:i5Visa 

16:45Europeans 

17:15lntemational 

1 7:45Perspectivcs 

1S:15Style 

18:452000 

!9:!5Perspectives 

1 9:45Visa 

20: 15 News 81 Analysis 
22:45 Perspectives 
23d)0News & Analysis 
23:45Cinema 
OD:00News & Analysis 
00:45No Comment 
OLOONews & Analysis 
0l:45Perspectives 
02:l5Entemational 
02:45Cult 
O3:00End 


01:00 Journal- 
WJth Top Story 

Ol&QGermany^ Hundred Years 
02:00 Journal-MIt Tfcgesthema 
02:30 Europe Aktuell - Das 
Magazine Aus Br,ssel 
03:00 Journal- With top Story 
Joumal-con tema Dei Dia 
03:30 Germany Ibdny 


04:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
04:30 Engine Orgei Fr Tokyo 
05:00 Journal-Witb Top Story 
05:30Auto Motor Und sport TV 
06:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
06:30 Deutschland Heute 
07:00 Journal -With Top Story 
07:30Germany:A Hundred Years 
08:00 journal-Mit Tagesthema 
08:30 Europa Aktueli - Das 
Magazin Aus Br sscl 
09:00 Journal-With Top Story 
09:30 Germany Today 
1 0:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
10:30 Eine Orgei F r Tokyo 
1 1:00 Journal -With Top Story 
1 1 :30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
12:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
12:30 Deutschland Heute 
13:00 Joumol-With Top Story 
13:30 Gennany A Hundred Years 
14:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
14:30 Euro Aktuell ■ DAs 
Magazin Aus Br ssel 
15:00 Journal-With Top Story 
15:30 Germany Today 
16:00Joumal-Mlt Tagesthema 
16:30 Bitte Einsteigen.J 
17:00 Journal-With Top Story 
17:30Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
18:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
18:30 Deutchland Hence 
19:00 Journal-With Top Story 
1 9:30 An Organ 
20:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
20:30Reiseland Deutschland 
21:00 Journal-With Top Story 
21:30 Germany Today 
22:00 Journal • Mit Tagesthema / 
journal - Con tema Del Dia 
22:30 Europn Semanal 
23:00 Journal-With Top Story 
23:30 European Joumnl - The 
European Magazine 
00:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
00:30 Deutschland Heute 
FRIDAY 

QlKIQJounial-With Top Story 
01:30An Organ 
02:G0Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
02:30Relseland Deutschland 
03:00Journa 1-Con Tema Del 
Dia/Jouranl-With Top Story 
03:30Germany Today 
04;Q0Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
04:30Bitte Einsteigen...! 
05:O0Joumal-With Top Story 
05;30European Joumal-The 
European Magazine 
06:00Journal-Mit Tbgesthema 
06:30Deutschland Heute 
07;00Journa!-Wfth Top Story 
07:30An Organ 
08:00Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
08:30Reiseland Deutschland 
09:00Journal-With Tbp Story 
09:30Germany Today 
10:00Journa1-M[t Ibgesthema 
10:30Bitte Einsteigen...! 

I LflOJournal-Witli Top Story 
12:30European Journal-The 
European Magazine 
1 2K)0Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
12:30Deutschland Heute 
13:00Joumal-WithTop Story 
I3:30An Organ 
14:00Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
14:30Reiseland Deutschland 
15:00Journol -With Top Story 
1 5i30Germany Today 
16:00Jouma!-Mir Tagesthema 
16:30Die ZDF Reportage 
1 7K)0jQumaI-With Top Story 
1 7:30European Joumal-The 
European Magazine 
I8i00joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
18:30Deutschland Heute 
19;Q0joumal-Wich Tbp Story 
19:30A1I Aboardl 
20:0Q]oumal-Mlt Tagesthema 
20;30Made In Germany-Das 
Wlrtschaftsmagazln 
21:00Journa!-Wirh Tbp Story 
21:30Germany Today 
22:0Q|oumal-Con Tfema Dd 
Dia/joumal-Mic Tagesthema 


22:30Die ZDF Reportage 
23:00Iournal-Willi Top Story 
23:30Destinatiun Germany 
00:0DJournal-Mit Tagesthema 
00:3QDeutschland Heute 


THURSDAY NHMP 
07:00 Journal TV5 | 

07:15 

Gourmandises 

07:30 TElEinatin 

09:00 TV5 Minutes et mEtfeo 

09:05 Journal de Radio-Canada 

09:35 4 et Deini 

10:00 TV5 Minutes 

10:05 Claire Lamarche 

11:00 TV5 Minutes 

1 1:05 Reference 

1 1:30 Espace Francophone 

1 2:00 TV5 Minutes 

12:05 Zig Zag CafE 

12:30 Gourmandises 

13:00 TV5 Minutes 

13:05 Voilt Paris 

13:30 Journal de France 3 

14:00 Envoy’ Special 

16:00 Journal International TV5 

16:15 Comment caVa 

17:15 Pyramide 

17:45 Bus et Compagnle 

1 8:30 TV5 Minutes 

18:35Jcu 

19:00 Questions pour un 

Champion 

19:30 Journal TVS 

20:00 Voilf Paris 

20:27 Un Livre Un Jour 

20:30 Journal de la TSR 

21:00 Special Cinema 

23:00 Journal de France 

TEIEvisionl 

23:30 Special Cinema 

01:25 M&tEo Internationales 

01:30 Journal de France 3 

02:00 Journal de la RTBF 

2:30 Lc Cerde 

04:00 Alice 

04:30 Musique Musiques 
05:00 TV5 Minutes 
05:05 4 et Demi 
05:30 Pyramide 
FRIDAY 

07:00Journal TVS 
07:l5Gourmandises 
Q7:30Tfe!femarln 
09:00TV5 Minutes et M^tEn 
09:05Journal de Radio-Canada 
09:304 et Demi 
10:00TV5 Minutes 
1 0:05Le Point 
1 1 :QQTV5 Minutes 
ll:05Mediterraneo 
1 l:30Portralt 
11:50Correspondnnce 
12:00TV5 Minutes 
l2:05Zig Zag CafE 
12;30Gourmandiscs 
I3:OOTV5 Minutes 
!3:05Vo!lt Paris 
13:30Joumal de France 3 
1 4:OOLe Monde De TVS 
15:00Joumal International TV5 
16:l5Temps Present 
l7:15Pyramide 
17:45Bus et Compagine 
1 8:30TV5 Minutes 
1 8:35Jeu 

1 9:00Questions pour un 
Champion 
19:30Joumal TVS 
20:D0Voil$ Paris 
20:27Un Live Unjor 
20:30Journal de La RTBF 
21:00Fbrt.Boyard 
22:30Evasion 

23:00Journpl de France T&£vision 
23i30Divertlssemenr 
01:25Mfetfeo Internationale 
01r30JoumaI de France 3 
02:00Joumal de La TSR 
02:30Musiques Au Coeur 
04:OOMedi terra neo 
04:30Magellan ' 

05:0OTV5 Minutes 


TH U RSP A Y -i . 4 

09:30Alpino Skiing wjjspM! 

10:30 Luge 

1 1 :0l) Xtrem Sports 

1 2:00 Biathlon 

13:00 Football 

14:00 Motor Sports 

15:00 Snowboard 

15:30 LIVE Tennis ATP 

Tournament in Marseille. Frame 

19:00 Xtrem Sports 

20:00 Motorspurts 

21:00 Stimrs 

22:00 Boxing 

23:00 Football 

0 1 :Q0 Motorsporrs 

02:00 Xtrem Spurts 

02:30 Close 

FRIDAY 

09;30Gcjlf 

10:30Snowbuard 

I LQQXtrem Sports 

1 2:00Motorspurts 

1 3:D0L1VE Luge: World Cup In St- 

Moritz, Switzerland 

15:00Snowboard 

15:30LIVE Tennis: ATP 

Tournament In Marseille, France 

1 9:00 LIVE Alpine Skiing World 

Championships In Vail Valley. USA 

20:30Car On Ice 

21:OOLIVE Athletics: IAAF Indoor 
Meeting In Budapest, Hungary 
22:OOLIVE Alpine Skiing: World 
Championships In Vail Valley, USA 
23:00Luge 

23:30L1VE Alpine SkiingiWurld 

Championships In Vail Vfolley, USA 

00:30Xtrem Sports 

0l:30Lugc 

02i0QSiiowboard 

02:30Close 


b|b|c 


WORLD 


THURSDAY 

02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World RusinesS Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Kepoit 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC Wurld News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard folk 
!0:0U BBC World News 
10:30 World Focus 
1 1:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living 
13:00 The World Today 
14:00 The World Tbday 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
15:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Thlk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Moneywlse 
19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Tbday 
2 1 :00 The World Today. 
21:30 Hard Iblk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focuss 
FRIDAY 

O2:0OBBC Wbrid News 
• 02:30Worid Living . 
O3:O0BBC World News . 
03:30Asia Tbday 


ll3:45W<nld Business Report 
tUJMimC Wurld News 
04:30Asi,i Today 
Q4:45World Business Report 
05:0011 lu: Wtu Id News 
05:'(0Asla |»day 
05:45Worl{l Business Report 
U6:U0KRC World News 
06:3011 SA I filed 
07HJ0BBC World News 
07:30World Focus 
nfLOOBUC World News 
OSiTllWurld Living 
CW.00HBC World News 
09:30Hn rd Thlk 
10:0011 BC World News 
l0:30Wrirld Tocus 
ILOOBBC World News 
1 1:301 lard Talk 
1 2:00BBC Wurld News 
!2:30World Living 
13:00Tbe World Today 
1 4:00T he World Today 
!4:30Wlld World 
1 5:00BBC World News 
1 5: 15 World Business Report 
1 5:3QThe World Today 
16:30Workl Living 
17:00BBC World News 
!7:30Hard Thlk 
18:U0BBC World News 
l8:30Question Time India 
19:30World Living 
2Q:00The Workl Today 
2 hOOTlie Wurld Today 
2 1 :30Hard Thlk 
22:00BBC World News 
22:30World Focus 
23-.OOBBC World News 


THURSDAY 
02:30 From Tire 
Earth To The Moon 
03:25 Married with 

I Children 

03:50 Homicide: Life On Tire 
Streets 

04:40 Highlander Tire Series 
05:30 Police Academy 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Street Justice 
08:110 Smouldering Lust 
08:25 Powers That Be 
08:50 My Guys 
09:15 Geurge 
(19:40 Dweebs 
10:05 Tlic.1 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 Highlander: Tire Series 
1 1:45 Police Acndemy 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Street Justice 
14:15 Smouldering Lust 
14:40 powers that Be 
15:05 My Guys 
15:30 George 
15:55 Dwecps 
16:20 Tliea 
16:45 Local Heroes 
17:10 High Society 

17:35 Family Matters • 

18:00 Love Boat : The Next''*’ 
19:00 Friends 
19:30 Drew Carey 
20:00 Seinfeld • 

20:30 Just Shoot Me 
2 1 :00 ER 

22:00 From Tlie Earth 1o.l*,« 
Moon •• 

23:00 The Client 1: 

00:00 Mad About Yob - -‘ VS 
00:25 Cosby . 

00:50 Party Of Five Vi-'1 
01:40 Beveriy HiHs 902t0-, £ . 
FRIDAY 

02:30Mr. And Mra. Smlft 
Q3:25Married With ChlMjg 
03j50Homidde: 

Streets • 

04:40FX The SttWfMP 
05J0Robln Hbpd'^ 1 - 
06:2osunset wj; 



st$&. 
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08:50The Show 
09:15George 
09:40 Dweebs 
10;05Thea 

IOr30Family Matcers 

l(i.-55Fx The Scries 

II:45Robin Hood 

I2:35Sunset Beach 

l3:25Strect Justice 

l4:l5Vinnie and Bobby 

!4:40Pr*wers That Be 

15:05The Snow 

l5:3QGeoige 

l5:55Dweebs 

l6:20Htea 

16:45Common Law 

1 7: 1 OHigh Society 

17:35Family Matters 

1 8:00Tlie Client 

!9:00Mad About You 

l9:30Cosby 

20:00Party Of Five 

2l:00Beverly Hills 90210 

22:OOMr. And Mrs.Smitli 

23:00 Dr Quinn Medicine Woman 

OfliOOCaroline In The City . 

Q0:25Murphy Brown 

00:50Anyday Now 

0I:40Veronica‘s Closet 

02:055uddenly Susan 


THURSPAY 
04:00 Power 
06:00 Shootfighter 

11 

08:00 Memphis Belle 
10:00 Overboard 
12:00 The long kill 
143)0 The Living Daylights 
16:00 Moonwalker 
20:00 Under Siege II 
22:00 Big Night 
Wl:00 Tlie Bird Cage 

02.00 Under Siege [| 

EKIUAY 

04:00Hig Niglu 
OWJOTcmpting Fate 
08:00The Living Daylights 
I0:00Mooiiwalker 

12 00Tempting Fate 
14:00Let It Be Me 
IfcOQCarpool 
18:00Let It Be Me 
20:005 pace Truckers 
22:QOLord orillutions 
00.002 Days In Tlie Valley 
OiOOLord Of Illusions 


Emergency HNHNHM 

053)0 FJ Fye 
05:30 El py e 

06:00 Regis and kathy Lee 
07:00 El Belling the Velvet Rope 
07:30 E! Dining with Style 
08:00 El Coming Attractions 
08:30 Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 News Weekend 
1 1:00 El Q8iE 
1 1:30 Jeopardy 
12:00 Wheel of Fortune 
12:30 Hollywood Squares 
13:00 Regis and kathy Lee 
J43J0 El Coming Attractions 
1 4:30 -El Fye 
15:00 E! Uncut 
15:30 The View 
'8:30 Fashion Emergency 
■7:00 The Three Tenors in Paris 
2U:00 El News Weekend ■ 

2 1 :QQ Wild oil 
72:00 Fashion Emergency 
7--:30 Late Show with David L, 
nn to El Mr Reason Scandals 
“WW South Beach Model Search. 
00:30 South Beach Model Search 
OhOO The View 
EBU2AY 

04JOFashlon Emergency 
P5:00EI FYE 
0S:30Judge Judy . 
gS:0ORegis And Kathy Lee frt 


07:00Model TV 

07 JOE! Homes With Style 
OfcOOEl Coming Attractions 
0S:30Sally Jessy Raphael 
09:30E! Uncut 
1 0:OOEI Gossip Week-End 
1 1 :00Et Q 8i E 
1 1 :30Jeopardy 
I2:Q0Wlieel of Fortune 
I2:30llollywoud Squares 
l3:OORegis & kathy Lee 
I4:00EI Behind The Scences 
14:30Ei Extreme Close Up 
1 5:00EI Cut To The Chase [rj 
1 5:30The View 
16:30Arts & Minds 
I7:00E[ In Focus 
1 8:00lnside The Actor's Studio: 
Anthony Quinn 

19:0QLove Leading Ladies; Ingrid 

Bergman 

l9:3QJndgeJudy 

20:00EI Gossip Wtck-End (r) 

2l:00Beauty Queens: Estee 

Lauder 

22:OOArts & Mind (r) 

22:30Larc Sltow Witli David 
Letcerman 

23:30EI Mysteries & Scandals 
OQ:OOInside The Actor's Studio 
OLOOThe View (r) 


THURSDAY «»I*mh 

01:00 Under Fire 

03:00 Tlie January Man 

05:00 Star Dust Memories 

07:00 The Charge -if Light 

Brigade 

09:00 Camelot 

13:00 The Wizard uf Oz 

15:00 Chilly fliitty Bang Bang 

17:00 Suppult Your Local Gun 

lighter 

19:00 In the Hear of the Tune 
21:00 Tlie I'npe of Greenwkli 
Village 

23:00 Escape Close 
FRIDAY 

OLOOThe Pope Greenwich Village 

03;00L'scnpe Clause 

05:001 n Tlie Heat Of Tlie Niglu 

O7:00Chitcy Outly Bang Bang 

09:00Supporr Your Local 

Gunflgliter 

I LOOT lie Wizard ofOz 
1 3:OOThe Bird man Of Alcatraz 
15:00Have You Seen My Son7 
17:00The Cltocolace War 
l9:00Briglit Lights. Big City 
2L00Casablnnca 
233K)Leuny 


SHOWTiMl 


Mysteries and 

02:30 History's firming Points 

03:00 Extreme Machine 

04:00 Discovery Profiles Series 

053K) Go For Itl 

06.00 Ushuaia 

07:00 The New Explorers 

08:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet 

10:00 Intimate Escapes 

10:30 Intimate Escapes 

11:00 Eyewitness 

1 1 JO Splat 

12:00 Go For itl 

13:00 Hie New Explorers 

14:00 Travelers 

15310 Innrimate Escapes' 

15 JO Inntimate Escapes 

!6:00;Ushuaia 

17:00 Lonely Planet . 

18:00 The Shark Files 
193)0 Unraimed Amazonia . 
2O0QLonety Planet ; - 

2 1:00 Beyond 20 ; 

21:30 Ultrasdence III • 

223)0 Discovery Profile Series 
233)0 Go For * 1 Itl ’ ' . ■ ' 


OftOO Lonely Planet 
OLOO Untainted Amazonia 
FRIDAY 

02:00 Lonely Planet 

03:00 Beyond 20 

03:30 Ultrascience III 

04:00 Discovery Profile Series 

0500 Go For Id 

06:00 Ushuaia 

07:00 The New Explorers 

0900 Havelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet 

IO:DO Intimate Escapes 

10:30 Intimate Escapes 

1 13)0 Eyewitness 

11:30 Splat 

12:00 Go For It...! 

13:00 Great Mysteries And Myths 
13:30 History filming Points 
143)0 The Ultimate Guide 
153)0 Eyewitness 
15:30 Paleoworld 
16:00 Wild Discovery 
17:00 Going Wild 
17:30 Ttoo Words 

18:00 Eyewiness 

18:30 Palenworld 
19:00 Danger Zone 
19:30 lisqu - The Series 
20:00 Challenge 
21:00 llsliiini,i 
22:00 Wings 
23 00 Gu Til It.. 

0U:00 Lonely Planet 
OLOO Danger Zone 
0L20 L'sqii- The Series 


14:00 Angry Reavers 

14:30 kiihl.ui 

15:00 Rugidts 

15:10 Kuginis 

16:00 Cousins Skeeter 

16:30 Saved By Tile Hell 

FRIDAY 

04:O0Wiiuzii"s Hi in se 
04:30H!ues Cities 
05: 00 Mr Men 
Q5:5QMr Men 
05:10Mr Men 

05:3UThe Iliisy W..rld ur Richard 
Scarry 

06:O0Dr Seiiss 
06:30Doug 
07:001 ley Amok! 

07:30Rtiiki>'s Modern Life 
08:OORugr,ils 
08:30Rugrais 
09;O0Angry Beavers 
09:30 Rea I M misters 
IO:QOSpace Gunfs 
10:30Kahlani 

1 1 :OOThe Adventures Of Pete Ai 
Pete 

I LTQCousin Skeeter 
1 2:005aved By 1 lie Hell 
I2:30riarissa Fcpl.iins It All 
OLOaOii YlmIiI 
IlLIQHey Amuld 
N:OOAngry lln-vers 
14: KlKnhl.iin 
ISAlRngiais 
1fi:30Kiigi.its 
IMXR'iiiisin 5L Tier 
16: TOS.ivetl llv I lie IU-11 



THURSDAY 
D43M Wimzle's House 04 JO 
Bl;ue’s Clues 
053)0 Mr Men 
05:50 Real Monsters 
06:10 Mr Men 

06:30 The Busy Wolrd of Rich 

and Scarry 

06:00 Dr Seuss 

06 JO Doug 

073)0 Hey Arnold 

07:30 Rodeo's Modem Ufc 

08:00 Rugrats 

08-J0 Rugrats 

093)0 Angry BeavcrsMountain 
09:30 Real Monsters 
10:00 Space Goofs 
I0 l 3O Kablam. • 

1 1:00 The Adventures of Pete & 
f^te 

1 1:30 Cousins Skecter 
12:00 Saved By The Beil. 

12:30 Clarissa Explains It All 
13:00 Oh Yealil 
13:30 Hey Arnold 


02:00 The Lillie Death 
03:30 Now and Then 


07:00 Planes, Trains and 

Automobiles 

08:30 JumanJi 

10:00 New: Ghost Dusters II 
12:30 Inside Hollywood 
13:00 The Anderson Tbpes 
15:00 Bat 

!7;0Q A Separate Peace 
1 93)0 The Golden Child 
20:30 Big Thursday Movie-New: 

22:30 Inside HoUywaod ' 

233)0 The 1 Ml Supper 
0030 Bird cfPfcy 


01:301 'net li JliMicv 
L)4:30G)in>lliiisteis II 
06:3(11 'I ,iyi ng I). mgi*ru u ■. 

08:1)1) flu> Wliere.ihonls Of Jenny 
KMlONfiiv: Buys Will He Buys 
1 l:3<ISuiisut I'nik 
I3:30Tlie Brady Itunib 
15:lliJlnsicle Hnllywoud 
l5:30Dc d Of Koses 
1 7 :(l OS wingers 

IR:30Birtliday Star: Jen niler fasun 
I cigli: Mrs: Parker And 


THURSDAY ‘535 

02:00 Star Trck-TIte Next * 

Generation 

03 00 Silk Stalking 

04:00 Arliss 

04:30 Pacific Blue 

05:30 Blue- Heelers 

lift: JO Tin.- Premier M.itili 

08:30 Inside Editiuh 

09:00 Pacific Blue 

10.00 High Title 

ILO0 Night Man 

12:00 Tnul KetJI 

1.100 Water Rats 

14:00 I'.iufic Blue 

15:00 The Net 

1M1I) High lull' 

I >Mhi huh I id it ii >n 
IN. mi Lir.iz.in 
l.s-.in Niglu M.in 
r» HI lni.il lt.-c.il I 
70: til I .int.isy hi. md 
21:10 Silk Sl.ilkmg 
32: to l'ii.-niii-r M.ucli 
0O:.tn Arliss 

tl LUO l<nat R. r.,11 

IGIL'AY 

1 1 2<ll iS talk lh«- iu-\l 1 1 1 rat t< 

It K i JUS ilk Sulking 

IJ4 tklArliss 

■11 lOI'.it itii llln.- 

til IoTIsl- ( niiiiiii .il 

06 Hi I lie I'K-niiL-i 

08 In l.ir/.in 

O') i )U|' .ii i tii Iilt.li- 

In OUlligli I iclc 

I I Dur-jidu M.in 
17 O'lfi.ul Li c.ill 
l.l on I Ik- <.■.■mnii.lt 
14 tlOPacilii. Blue 

1 1 mu .iiu.i->v N.iikI 
IBOOlligli Inle 
17 0U| -Ills I : >. 1 1 1 1 l >1 1 
lSri.Hil'iemiei I e.igile I'n iu w 
LS-.IONnilit Man 
fi. JlilV.uil i:,- v .ill 
JO 3 md.hL Ski.s 
JL'JIIMll Mailing 
22:3il|'reiniei league Preview 
23:1)0 IV M,»vie 
UlKkrrnt.il Recall 



ENTERTAINMENT 25 

2 1:30 Talk Music 
22:Uf)Piij*-l(p Videu 
22:30VHI Party Hits 
23:001 he Kale A Jnnu Show 
flOsUOTen Of I he Best: Glen 
Matlock 

ULUONeiv Series: VH1 Spice 


T HU RSDAY _L 

15:15 Dallas g? 

16:00 Kjssandra ^ 

18:30 Hananas in 
Pyjamas 

19:30 Fiend i News 
19:45 English News 
20:30 Unplugged 
21:00 Adrenaline 
22:30 Sc infield 
23:00 Ellen 
2.1:30 Murder I 
00:30 Profiler 
01:00 Norses 
02:00 tiiiod I lie 
02-311 1'.iiielli Buys 
OJ.DO lam ie Dili 
03: 111 Dallas 
1)7:. 10 Video t lips 
us no Bananas in I'vi.mi.is 
I K1ILAY 

18 lOMjpl,- IiiWm 

19 «)) lent It News 

19 -Ifii.iiglisti News 
70.0(1 Signe I'm in i- 

20 ilLAulnntnhili- 

21 oust, idc- 

lM <n Dallas 
(iL.HlBi.iu. 
mV: UtVukti t lip. 
tl«W»M.i|ik- |., vvn 


HiUEilSAY 1.1 

l Hi.llll Aiafiii Vid.-.I-I lip-. ra 
' 17-liu t ,i|i( .un M.i|.->1 
(l.s Ui Umlgle 
M'MHl Ha.li N,-v. . In,- 

)Vr» C.illelle S|..,n, -,|. v ,i.i| 

Jll ml New ; 

\i'\\m 

Mi,uit\i.ihn \-, Ji,, i |,| , 

117-ttOi .iitu.. ii 
D8:Ji)[i..de ft 
14.111)1 |.i di New; I iu- 
IS (UCnsfiy 
l'i..<UkTe /nil" 

20 uiiNev.s 
li!.(h)Spi)iis 


niURSPAl I?.T 

03.0UFrom The II. .Iv 

Quran 

3 10 Ace Ventura (Cartoon) 

.1 10 Space Precinct iSciFil 

4.30 Hu* Science Show 

5.00 French Program 
G. 1 5 Sparks 

7.00 Le Juunial 

7.15 French Program 

7.30 News Headlines 

8.00 Museums of the World 
830 Dr. Quinn (Drama) 

9.15 Oprah Winfrey Show 

10.00 News At Ten 

16.30 Feature Film "Sketch 
list" 

12.00 End of T.X. 

03:00From Tlie Holy Quran 
03: 10 Animated Gassics 
03:30 Sinbad 
0500 French Program 
06:31) Simpsons 
07:00 Lc Journal 
07:15 Frond) Program 
07:30 News Hedilncs 
07r35 Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
fCuipedy) 

08:00 Cinema. Cinema 
08:30 Sl«ir Thlk 
09:15 Full Circle "Doc" 

1 0.00 News At Ten 

10:30 Millenium (Police Dramfe) 
10:10 Feature Film “Manhauejv 
Moonshine" V- ■?, i. • ' . -i’’ 
liOO End oFT.X.: • i- 









26 ENTERTAINMENT 




ire* 



VHSsI/ Wkl«jr MUIcr / dial, by Tho Woitilmlofi Peat Wiluia Group 
VrllSJ/ E-irilli wtlc)ttidltyiNni ran W«h Slid www.urlltyloaiiB.cojn lr^ 


WORDY GURDY 


f f Villi * W AM# m BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. GIva rnvea to Broadway shown (1) Every answer Is b rhyming 

I rn I I 1 J j } pa lr of word* (like FAT CAT 


a. Tour lender told an untruth (II 


3. Safecracker's boar barrels (1) 


4. Amusingly clover song (3) 


3. Odder risk (2) 


and DOUBLE; TROUBLE), and 
they will ill In Ihc Idler 
squares. The number after Uie 
dc-(inll[«H) tells you how iiuiq* 
syllables In cacfa wwil. To win 
$ to. send your original rhymes 
with your definitions to this 
newspaper. Al I entries became 
the property of UFS. Inc. 

iMOUowd FtJUura SyndcM lw 


0. Author Pun’s Latino neighborhoods 13) 


7. Peculiar bald person. In ilnncr <2) 


ANSWERS OR YESTERDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

ANSWERS 

I. WEEPY SLEEPY X. SAPPY 11APPY B. MOPEY DOPEY 4. HOCK DOC 
8. SLEAZY SNEEZY 8. FRUMPY GRUMPY 7. RASUFUI. BASHFUL 


MUSIC. BOX 

UK CHART SINGLES 
A Little Bit More’S 1 1 
Henrtbenl/Tragedy’Steps 
Another Lever Feat. Ghostfnce 
KiHam’i Want. You For Mytclf 
Pretty Fiy (For A White 
Cvyf’Thc Offspring • 

Praise You’Falboy Slim 
Chocolate Salty Balls’Chcf 
Goodbye v Spice Girls ’ 

Mitre Than Thls'Einniie 

UK ALBUMS ■ 

Fatboy Slini’ You’ve Come A 
Long Vfay, Baby 
Robbie ■ Williams V!ve Been 
Expecting You.. 

The CorrsTalh On Corners 
George MichqeffLadles And 
Gentlemen 

VariousThe Rest Cltib Anthems 
99 

Boyzone*Where We Belong' 

The Co rn’Fdr given ■ Not 

Forgotten 

Various'Now That’s What I Call . 
Music Now 4t ' 

WT/ie Serf Of 1960*1990' The 
B’Sides . 

Sleps'Step i ■; 

US CHART SINGLES - ■ 

... Baby. One MoreTI/he 'Britney 
Spoors • 

Have You Evert’B randy 
Nobody’s . Supposed To ' Be 
ilere'Dehorah Con 
/ 'i/i Your Angel'R. Kelly & Celine 
Dion ./’•/ 

JmdperTThird fyc.Bfihd . 

Al (JlWjf Mint*Moiiita '■ : \ 

Sa yg Ttih i&ht i $Qgl**fye'Ciietry 


Hands'Jewel 
Slide'Goo Goo Dolls 
lutfoby'Shown Mullins 

US ALBUMS 

Britney Spears'... Baby Due 
More Time 
’N Sync*’N Sync ■ 

Dmx* Flesh Of My Flesh Blood Of 
My Blood 

Lanryn Hill^fhe Mis eduction Of 
2pac“Grea test lifts 
Jay-Z'Vnlume. 2... Hard Knock 

Lifi 

Dixie Chicks’ Wide Open Spaces 
Slmnia Twain'Cme On Over 
Jewcl'Spirit 

ARABIC . ... _> , . 

Music Box Winter Collection 
. Collection m 8as, itak Uiinan 
Sahlalnt Affuz *n At Tost ' ' 
Kholiji Music Box 
Khaled Ajjqj'Wa La Dainalt . 
Hamid Al Shoeri'Tijaneii Ya 
Farid-. 

■Hweida-’Aghrab 
Nasser irshcid'Tarnb ■ 

Wplid Al Hashim'AI Bahnr 
Ayoub 

AGHAN1 ■ ■ 

Ala Bali'Nawai Al Zubi - . 

Met Arwqak * Nabil She ‘oil 
Shay Gharib*fulia . .. * 

. Kajonlo'Mohammdd Al Htweidi 
At /\wlbni b RaMid AI Mqfed . i :■■■ 
Ka da b ‘Molt mutt ad Fitpd ; 

Mol Sabcr'Soiniroh Speed 
' Ahebak Wtt Ba’ad'Majedob Af 
• Rcifinf • ’ v 
Ai . Ildb Al Haqiqf'Mohamiriad 
Fuad. ' 


HINIDI'S ANTI-NORMALIZATION EXPRESSED WELL! i 


"I did no! know what to do 
when I grabbed the flag. I 
|uil reached out for IHo 
lighter, and burned It. But 
to fell you the truth, officer, 
I felt so relieved!" These 
wore the words by which 
Khalal Dahshourl described 
hts feelings when he con- 
fessed to the police fhul he 
had burned the Israeli flag 
during a demonstration at 
Iho American University In 
Cairo. 

However, this is not a true 
story. Khalaf is a character 
played by Egypt’s rocketing 
new comedian star Mohammad 
Hinidi in the highly successful 
film "Snidi at The American 
University"; Egyptian cinema's 
answer to “Titanic." 

The film was received with 
overwhelming enthusiasm and 
acceptance, especially among 
Arab youth. Approximately one 
million Arabs saw the movie in 
cinemas all over the region. 
Most significantly, the scene of 
the burning of the Israeli flag 
was received with big applause 
and even standing ovations in 
many countries, including 
Jordan and Egypt that signed 
peace agreements with Israel. 

The applause came from a 
sector of Arab societies that 
was always accused of being 
pro-western and uninterested 
in the sufferings of Palestinians 
and Arabs under occupation, 
that is the middle and upper 
classes of Arab youth (15-25 




years old). 

The message conveyed dur- 
ing the film was very important 
and effective. The anti-normal- 
ization feelings of the Arab 
youth even in their subcon- 
scious were allowed to appear 
through as simple direct 
method that was well suited to 
their ordinary cognition crite- 
ria. loads of articles and polit- 
ical columns and news analysis 


and their own cultural and 
social routs. 

The main character, Khalaf, 
played by Hinidi, is a smart, 
nice and good welling rural guv 
who achieves high scores in 
school and gets accepted at the 
American University, where he 
suffers a clash uf civilization, 
regarding (he way lie should 
dress and relations with girls. 
After trying hard to reshuffle 


Hinidi, a mixture of Jack Nickelson and 
Danny Di- Vito, enjoyed great media 
coverage, and was nominated as the 
new king of Egyptian comedy, a title 
held for a long time by Adel Imam. 


could never transmit such a 
powerful message to the youth 
in an era where visual impacts 
have occupied most of the pop- 
ular culture. 

When Hinidi was asked about 
one scene that he would repent 
with more focus if he had the 
chance, he never hesitated to 
mention the burning of the 
Israeli flag as a scene that 
should have been shoot with 
greater depth and insight. 

The movie irself was an 
entertaining comedy motion 
picture that describes the schiz- 
ophrenic symptoms of the divi- 
sion in personality of Egyptian 
youth between western values 


his character he decides to 
adhere to his, especially upon 
seeing the hippocracy of those 
who call for western values and 
end up with double standards. 
The American University in 
Cairo (AUC) complained about 
the use of its name lor the pur- 
pose of the film but the issue 
was settled prior to screening. 

After the success of this film, 
Hinidi, a mixture of Jack 
Nickelson and Danny Dl-Vitu. 
enjoyed great media coverage, 
and was nominated as the new 
king ol Egypt inn comedy, a title 
held for a long time hy Adel 
iniam. 

However, Hinidi refuses to 






Mr* 



slide into word battles vijj.- 
Imam, both artisrs kept a b 
profile and continued adniir; 
each other's talents in pri 
imci views, ■ 

Hinidi. meanwhile, reject^ 
several low key scripts to 1^ 
his high caliber. Some of thn 
scripts included aiui-terroriz 
symbols and movies that she. 
Islamists in a negative stent 
type. Imam, on the other haoj 
is seen as dedicated to tf< 
cause of basliir; 
fundamentalists after playc; 
tile negative character of; 
Islamist militant fundammi 
several times, which resulted! 
threats to his life. The fin 
competition between the tv. 
in cinema and rhearermigM 
settled once and for all ft 
year, with both artisrs prepz 
ing for huge movies to 1) 
screened in the summer. 

Regardless of the outcome 
the rivalry, Hinidi has dew 
st rated an important politka 
fact, the mots of tile V* 
Israeli umilict are still alive nr 
active within the Arab yoifiJ 
and peace agreements ti»' 
failed tu erase the popular ik 
acceptance of rhe state t 
Israel. True peace is still tob 
achieved, and the intransijff- 
behavior of the state ofkw 
accounts for most of that fact 

by BATIR WARDAH 
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Bfffeoi. 










SMOrtT-MV FRIEND WENDY 
WAS SDPfoSED Tb 
MEET ME HERE c/Tjf? 
20 MINUTES mgjfA 
AGO. I WONDER W 

WHAT'S _ 
KEEPING- / 

HER ! 


WAIT A MINUTE? 




-AW 


This is lakeshore 
boulevard! i &er she 

WENT To THE j 

OTHER. 

DONUT'N' JP&QW’ 0 

DELI ON *47 j \ I) 

CASSELLS l L 

STREET /( 



...i hope She's still waiting tor me/ 


_. • . .. 






c&oiv 


My world It moves so fast today/W-. 
past it seems so far away*WJ; 
squeeze It so tight, • ' 
breathe/And every time l -jj 
be/What someone has thduM? 
me/So caught up, 1 wasn't 
achleve/But deep in my hsaftffi 
answer It was In me/And 1 (JWjB 


my mind to find my 
look at my environmant/And wpj 
where the fire went/What hWjj 
to everything we used -tp-’-WR 
so many cry for he|p/SeardWlff 
side of themselveg/Noyv l WJg 
.• strength is within me/AhdJifWj 
my hind to find my 
And deep In my heart 
U was In' me/And 1 mede^P^ 
to find my own destiny^ j ?.;:' 



f&tey’S 






mm 




*tave MB, we MY COUCH" etma dean Ponnelty of 
Now Caette.fitin-, WON TH& $Z,000 Ftf&Tmze, 
B&SHU&OOX _____ 

Ijm other (ft KfjZT' 

0»r^tMr», IfM Lj 


'not a mmmm 
chip of f mkmmt 

010 CK" 

*ztmanpp 

ibe 

almeexetf rasa 

fmrn&sf ■ W 


Eg ^ 1 • , r . 

gil PCM Z-KWr.bbWM&snA SLZ. ^ ' < V^i V f \ 1 

VW'IMMA HiMAtfOXeNS 


mmmmz 






WM 


wsm 


• ■ ,t ■■■' j . . ■ ■ - ■ 'i-*,';; 










